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PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION - FEBRUARY 2015 *

CLASS : XII MAX. MARKS : 100 Msans =

SUBJECT : ENGLISH CORE TIME : 3 HRS

SET A
General Instructions:

1. The Question Paper is divided into three sections — A, B and C. All sections are compulsory.

2. Separate instructions have been provided with each section or question wherever necessary.
Read the instructions and follow them carefully.

3. Do not exceed the prescribed word limit.

SECTION A - READING (30 Marks)
Q 1. Read the following passage carefully, (12 Marks)

1. Meet Erwin. He is a friendly robot who can express five basic emotions. Erwin is a great
listener and can be made to respond only when required. He understands when we are
urthappy. Hence he is a warm-hearted robot. He also responds to human touch and that
makes Erwin a perfect companion for chaperoning elderly people.

2. His name ‘Erwin’ is an acronym. It stands for Emotional Robot with Intelligent
Networks. He has been declared by scientists as the world’s friendliest robot. Erwin
means something special to us Indians as he has been built by an Indian student living in
the UK. As already stated, Erwin is capable of responding with five basic emotions while
interacting with a human,

3. The ‘friendly robot” which is now being used in a new study carried out by PhD student,
Mriganka Biswas, has been developed by Dr. John Murray from the school of Computer
Science, University of Lincoln, UK. According to researchers, these durable relationships
could be important in cases where a robot operates as a personal aid or companion when
providing care for the elderly, or support for people with autism, Asperger syndrome or
attachment disorder. At present, Erwin is still keeping sciemtific company. The robot is
helping scientists to understand how more realistic long-term relationships might be
developed between humans and robots, using the Erwin prototype.

4. PhD student, Mriganka Biswas said: “Cognitive biases make humans what they are,

fashioning characteristics and personality, complete with errors and imperfections.”
In other words, what Biswas has found out through his research is that when two people
interact for the first time, and if the two have different personalities, a relationship forms.
But in the case of a conventional human-robot interaction, this is not possible. Due to the
lack of cognitive biases, the robot’s lack of identifiable characteristics and personality,
prevents any relationship bond from developing. The key obstacle therefore lies in
obsolete processes, which include certain illogical patterns of thought or cognitive biases.
Therefore by introducing cognitive biases in a robot’s characteristics, it would become
human-like. Based on human reactions and relationships, scientists will be able to
introduce characteristics and personality to the robot. Thus if we can explain how human-
to-human long-term relationships begin and develop, then it would be easier to plan the
human-robot relationship. A companion robot therefore needs to be friendly and have the
ability to recognize user’s emotions.




- 5. AlongsxdeErwm, ‘scientists are also working on a bumanoid robot named Keepon. This

robot'is no prototype of Erwin. By creating this robot, the task before scientists is to

- -d@ssess how people respond to another type of robot. While Erwin can express five basic
emotions, Keepon has no emotions at all. While Erwin in its present state looks like an
assemblage of mechanical gear, Keepon is humanized in appearance as he is being
constructed as a humanoid.

(1) On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer the following questions by
choosing the most appropriate option. (1x 4 =4 Marks)

1. Erwin is a warm-hearted robot because
67} he is a great listener
(i)  he responds to human touch
(iti)  he understands when we are unhappy
(iv)  heis friendly

2. The idea of a friendly robot was developed by.
() scientists in UK
@ity  Dr John Murray
(iii) PhD student, Mriganka Biswas
(iv)  Asperger

3. A conventional robot cannot bond with humans because
) it is not friendly
(i) it is made of metal
(i) it does not have human characteristics
(iv) it cannot understand human language

4. Keepon is not a prototype of Erwin because
(i) it canreact to humans
(ify it has no emotions
(1)) it resembles a human being
(iv) Both (i) and (iii)

(If) Answer the following questions as briefly as possible: (1 x 6 = 6 Marks)
1. Anacronym is a word formed using the initial letters of other words. True or False?

2. Why is Erwin special to Indians?

3. For which categories of humans can a robot ltke Erwin prove useful?

4. According to Mriganka Biswas, how are relationships formed between two people?

5. Which two qualities are needed for a robot to form a long-term relationship with its user?
6. What is the main difference between Keepon and Erwin?

(IiD) Pick out words from the passage that mean: (Z‘Marks)

1. long-lasting (para 3)

2. no longer in use (para 4)



Q 2. Read the following passage carefully. {104V

1.

MBA or Engineering? Sports or Arts? These dllemmas once had parents rushiny
kids to career counselors for 1Q and aptitude tests. Rakshit Dhingra was just a "woddle

when his parents had him tested to uncover his ‘inborn intelligence’. Each of Raksﬁif"s"x‘\“ ¢’

tubby little fingers were placed on a small biometric scanner connected to-a computer and
the prints were run through a software program. A few days later, a 34-page report
detailing Rakshit’s personality type, innate abilities and ‘best suited’ career were mailed
to his parents. Though this is not the final decision maker about the toddler’s future, his

parents feel that it is good to have a heads-up status in regard to such matters.

The DMIT analysis that was conducted on little Rakshit, works on the premise that the
right hand corresponds to the left brain and vice versa and that each finger represents a
different lobe of the brain and therefore a different function. The thumb pattern for
instance, reflects the ability of reasoning and self-control and the ring finger represents
our language ability.-

Rakshit’s parents are among a growing breed of parents who, hoping to create future
Sachin Tendulkars and Narayana Murthys, are taking their children for the
Dermatoglyphics Multiple Intelligence Test (DMIT). The ten-minute test which costs Rs
5000/- aims to unveil one’s genetic potential based on a study of the ridge patterns on the
tips of one’s fingers. The DMIT test can benefit people of any age and several teens
undergo it to decide on a career. And some retired persons take the test to decide on a
‘second career path’, but companies say that the test is most effective at the toddler stage.
Various researchers had developed the test in Taiwan in the 1990s, but it has been
gaining ground across Asia and in the US and Australia only in the past few years. It
came to India in mid-2011 and is administered by several all-India companies aptly
named GODDS, Thumbrule etc. The online advertisement. for the test has a catchy
tagline-‘Imagine if Sachin Tendulkar’s parents would have asked him to become a
musician!’ This appears to have caught the imagination of today’s zealous parents.

Brain Key, one of the companies which has developed these tests, has conducted 1.2 lakh
tests in India since it started in March 2011. The test has received the best response from
tier 2 cities say the promoters and it finds many takers in Hyderabad, Yevatmal, and
Jhumar near Pune. More than 50% of children tested at another company, Brain
Wonders, are children under nine while at Brain Key, tests have been done for children
under four. What makes the parents to bring such young children is that the brain’s
development upto 90%, takes place by the age of five and thus early profiling enables
parents to tailor a child’s learning experiences to maximize his strengths and overcome
weaknesses.

Each report given to the parent is followed by a counseling session where pointers are
given. For instance a chess class is beneficial for a child with poor logical intelligence, or
visual learners can benefit if colourful markers are used to highlight important text.

The profiling also helps parents to zero on to the right hobby for the child. Hyderabad
parent Jayalakshmi put her three-year-old into a gymnastics class because he has low
kinesthetic intelligence (physical skill).

But medical experts do not seem to share the enthusiasm of the parents as no large-scale
independent research has been done to support the accuracy of the findings.

(I) On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer the following questions by
choosing the most appropriate option: (2 Marks)

1. The ridge patterns on the tips of one’s fingers reveal the
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(i) age of the child

i (i)  intelligence of the child
A (ili)  genetic potential

' (iv)  exact parentage

2. The DMIT test is most benefictal for
) teens
(i)  retired persons
(iii) people of any age
(iv)  toddlers :

(II) Answer the following ~questions as briefly as possible: (1 x 6 = 6 Marks)

How is the DMIT test administered?

What did the DMIT analysis reveal about Baby Rakshit Dhmgra‘7
What is the benefit of taking this test when children are very young?
When and where was the test first developed?

How does the counseling session after the test help parents?

What is the view of medical experts regarding the test?

SA U et e

(1) Find words in the passage that mean: | (2 Marks)

1. a-quality that we are born with (para l)
2. enthusiastic (para 4)

Q. 3 Read the following passage carefully. ' (8 Marks)

Not even kids are sleeping like babies these days. Many school-going kids are missing at least an
hour of necessary sleep each night, and many teens report feeling too tired during the day. As
chronic sleep deprivation may weaken the immune system, tired kids may be at higher risk of
catching colds, flu and other infectious. diseases. “Sleep deprivation appears to interfere with
memory and with the brain’s ability to organize information,” says Gahan Fallone, an associate
professor at the Forest Institute of Professional Psychology in Springfield (Illinois). It also makes
it harder for kids to block out distractions and focus. In fact, teachers may catch problems that
parents miss.

When parents set the bedtime, kids on an average get 45 minutes more sleep per night than when
they decide for themselves. Parents should continue to set bedtime through middle school and
even high school. Once you decide a time, be consistent.

Getting your child to bed should be taken as seriously as getting him to school each morning.
Schedule homework and dinner early to keep bedtime from shppmg away. Favorite TV
programs that air past bedtime can be watched later.

If you’d like to watch a movie with your child or enjoy another bedtime activity, do it on Friday
— then get back to track on Saturday and Sunday. We all have biological clocks that reset
themselves every day. If you let your child stay up late and sleep late all weekend, you will reset
his biological clock. He won’t sleep well on Sunday night and he’ll start the week with a sleep

gap.



&

You wouldn’t give your child coffee before bed but chocolate, bottled iced tea, energy drinks
and even some fruit sodas are caffeinated. Offer milk or water instead so that health doesn’t
suffer.

Keep TV sets out of kids’ bedrooms, shut down or collect computers, cell phones, MP3 players
and video games a filll hour before bedtime to signal the brain that it’s time to go to sleep.

Kids often see their parents burning the candle at both ends, then drinking coffee, caffeinated
sodas and health drinks to stay alert. ¥ you value sleep, your kids will too. It is the duty of
parents to set a good example for their kids to follow.

(a) On the basis of your reading of the above passage, make notes using headings and sub-
headings. Use recognizable abbreviations wherever necessary (minimum 4), Use a format you
consider suitable. Also supply an appropriate title to it. (5 Marks) -

(b) Write a summary of the above passage. (3 Marks)

SECTION B - ADVANCED WRITING SKILLS (30 Marks)

Q4. You are the sports captain of St. Anne’s School, Ahmedabad. Your school is organizing a

camp during the summer vacation for training students in different sports. Write a formal

invitation to Abhinav Bhindra, the ace shooter to inaugurate the camp on April 15 at 10:00 am.
(4 Marks)

OR

The New Delhi Eco Society is organizing a Clean City Campaign from February 15%- 25"
Design a poster to create awareness about it indicating the need to maintain neat and hygienic
surroundings.

QS. Write a letter to the editor of a local newspaper giving your strong views on the
disadvantages of setting up a leather factory near to your locality, bringing out the problems it
will cause. Make an appeal to the Government to reconsider its decision. You are Anil / Anu of
24 A, Stanford Apartments, Bangalore. {6 Marks)

OR

Write a letter to the Manager, Haldirams, Nagpur, ordering for 60 lunch packets to be supplied
for your excursion party which would be travelling by G.T Express from Delhi to Chennai. Your
train is scheduled to reach Nagpur at 12:15 p.m. Meation your coach number and other relevant
details. You are Praveen / Preeti, Coordinator of the Excursion trip, studying at Sriram Vidya
Niketan, New Delhi.

Q6. Compulsory value education is required for inculcating values in our young generation. This
will help, to some extent, in the prevention of crime in the country. Write an article in 150-200
words on the need for compulsory value-based education and how it can be implemented.

: (10 Marks)



OR

Anuj / Arti has participated in the ‘Adult Literacy Drive’ and has been working in the slums for
the last six months. He / she has to write an article titled ‘The Need for a Literate Nation’. Write
the article in 150-200 words.

Q7. Regular practice of yoga can help in maintaining good health and in keeping stress at bay.
Write a speech in 150-200 words to be delivered during the morning assembly on the usefulness
of yoga. (10 Marks)

OR

Virtual classes are becoming quite popular these days but can they substitute actual classroom
learning? Write a debate on the topic ‘Virtual ‘classes will soon replace actual classes’. You are
Kartik / Kripa and may speak for or against the motion.

SECTION C - LITERATURE TEXTBOOKS AND LONG READING TEXT (40 Marks)
Q8. Read the lines given below and answer the questions that follow: (4 Marks)

On their slag heap, these children

Wear skins peeped through by bones and spectacles of steel
With mended glass, like bottle bits on stone

Ali of their time and space are foggy slum

So blot their maps with slums as big as doom.

(2) Describe the appearance of the slum children.

(b) Why is the stum called ‘foggy’?

(c) What do you understand by the term ‘maps’ in the context of the slum children?
(d) Pick out one poetic device used in these lines,

OR

Those who prepare green wars,
wars with gas, wars with fire,
victory with no survivors,

would put on clean clothes

and walk about with their brothers
in the shade, doing nothing:

(a) Name the poem and the poet.

(b) What does ‘green war’ signify?

(c) What is ironical about the victory in war?

(d) Pick out one poetic device used in these lines.

Q9. Answer any FOUR of the following questions in 30-40 words each:  {4x3= 12 Marks)



(a) What regrets did M. Hamel have when the order from Berlin came?

(b) Why did the tramp sign himself as Captain Von Stahle in the letter he left for Edla?
{c) Why did Gandhi refuse to take the assistance of Charles Freer Andrews?

{d) Write a character sketch of the old General in the lesson, “The Enemy’.

(e) Why did Evaans refuse to take off his hat before the exam?

(f) Why did Zitkala-Sa try to prevent the shingling of her long hair?

(Q10. Answer the following in about 120-150 words. (6 Marks)

“Years of mind-numbing toil have killed all initiative and the ability to dream.” This was plight
of the people of Firozabad, mired in the business of bangle making, unable to get out of the traps
of middlemen. Yet, Mukesh dared to dream of becoming a motor mechanic. The youth of today
need to have determination and commitment to achieve their goals. Write your views about this.

OR

“At last I felt released.” Describe the efforts undertaken by William Douglas to achieve his
release from fear.

Q11. Answer the following in about 126-150 words: (6 Marks)
Both the adolescent and the old man are victims of loneliness due to society’s non-support and
negligence in the lesson, ‘On The Face Of It.” Bring out the truth of this statement from the
conversation between Mr. Lamb and Derry.

OR

The story telling session proved to be one of sudden and disturbing revelations for Jack even
though it was a ritual that had been carrying on for two years. Elaborate.

Answer the following in 120-150 words. (6x2= 12 Marks)

Q12. Unbridled ambition can drive a man to the brink of disaster and make him lose his
reasoning power. How is Griffin a manifestation of this statement?

Q13. Describe how Marvel is able to come up in life from a tramp to the owner of his own bar
named The Invisible Man. What traits of his character are revealed through his journey?
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SET B

General Instructions:

1. The Question Paper is divided into three sections — A, B and C. All sections are compulsory.

2. Separate instructions have been provided with each section or question wherever necessary.
Read the instructions and follow them carefully.

3. Do not exceed the prescribed word Hmit.

SECTION A — READING (30 Marks)

Q 1. Read the following passage carefully. _ (10 Marks)

1

. MBA or Engineering? Sports or Arts? These dilemmas once had parents rushing their kids

to career counselors for IQ and aptitude tests. Rakshit Dhingra was just a toddler when his
parents had him tested to uncover his ‘inborn intelligence’. Each of Rakshit’s tubby little
fingers were placed on a small biometric scanner connected to a computer and the prints
were run through a software program. A few days later, a 34-page report detailing
Rakshit’s personality type, innate abilities and ‘best suited” career were mailed to his
parents. Though this 1s not the final decision maker about the toddler’s future, his parents
feel that it is good to have a heads-up status in regard to such matters.

. The DMIT analysis that was conducted on little Rakshit, works on the premise that the

right hand corresponds to the left brain and vice versa and that each finger represents a
different lobe of the brain and therefore a different function. The thumb pattern for
instance, reflects the ability of reasoning and self-control and the ring finger represents our

language ability.

. Rakshit’s parents are among a growing breed of parents who, hoping to create future

Sachin Tendulkars and Narayana Murthys, are taking their children for the
Dermatoglyphlcs MuItlple Intelligence Test (DMIT). The ten-minute test which costs Rs
5000/- aims to unveil one’s genetic potential based on a study of the ridge patterns on the
tips of one’s fingers. The DMIT test can benefit people of any age and several teens
undergo it to decide on a career. And some retired persons take the test to decide on a
‘second career path’, but companies say that the test is most effective at the toddler stage.

. Various researchers had developed the test in Taiwan in the 1990s, but it has been gaining

ground across Asia and in the US and Australia only in the past few years. It came to India
in mid-2011 and is administered by several all-India companies aptly named GODDS,
Thumbrule etc. The online advertisement for the test has a catchy taghne—‘Imagme if
Sachin Tendulkar’s parents would have asked him to become a musician!’ This appears to
have caught the imagination of today’s zealous parents.

. Brain Key, one of the companies which has developed these tests, has conducted 1.2 takh

tests in India since it started in March 2011. The test has received the best response from
tier 2 cities say the promoters and it finds many takers in Hyderabad, Yevatmal, and
Jhumar near Pune. More than 50% of children tested at another company, Brain Wonders,
are children under nine while at Brain Key, tests have been done for children under four.
What makes the parents to bring such young children is that the brain’s development upto



90%, takes place by the age of five and thus early profiling enables parents to tailor a
child’s leaming experiences to maximize his strengths and overcome weaknesses.

6. Each report. given to the parent is followed by a counseling session where pointers are
given. For instance a chess class is beneficial for a child with poor logical intelligence, or
visual learners can benefit if colourful markers are used to highlight important text.

7. The profiling also helps parents to zero on to the right hobby for the child. Hyderabad
parent Jayalakshmi put her three-year-old into a gymnastics class because he has low
kinesthetic intelligence (physical skill).

But medical experts do not seem to share the enthusiasm of the parents as no large-scale
indep'ende'nt research has béen done to support the accuracy of the findings.

(I) On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer the followmg questions by
choosing the most appropriate option: ' (2 Marks)

1.The ridge patterns on the tips of one’s fingers reveal the
(i) age of'the child
(ii) intelligence of the child
(iii) genetic potential
(iv) exact parentage

2. The DMIT test is most beneficial for
' (1) teens '
(i) retired persons
(iif) people of any age
(iv) toddlers

(I) Answer the following questions as briefly as possible: (1 x 6 = 6 Marks)

1. How is the DMIT test administered?

2. What did the DMIT analysis reveal about Baby Rakshit Dhingra?

3. What is the benefit of taking this test when children are very young?
4. When and where was the test first developed?

5. How does the counseling session after the test help parents?

6. What is the view of medical experts regarding the test?

(IIf) Find words in the passage that mean: (2 Marks)

1. a quality that we are born with (para 1)
2. enthusiastic (para 4)

Q 2. Read the following passage carefully. (12 Marks)

1. Meet Erwin. He is a friendly robot who can express five basic emotions. Erwin is a great
listener and can be made to respond only when required. He understands when we are
unhappy. Hence he is a warm-hearted robot. He also responds to human touch and that
makes Erwin a pexfect companion for chaperoning elderly people.

2. His name ‘Erwin’ is an acronym. It stands for Emotional Robot with Intelligent Networks.
He has been declared by scientists as the world’s friendliest robot. Erwin means something
special to us Indians as he has been built by an Indian student fiving in the UK. As already



stated, Erwin is capable of responding with five basic emotions while interacting with a
human. '

3. The ‘friendly robot’ which is now being used in a new study carmied out by PhD student,
Mriganka Biswas, has been developed by Dr. John Murray from the school of Computer
Science, University of Lincoln, UK. According to researchers, these durable relationships
could be important in cases where a robot operates as a personal aid or companion when
providing care for the elderly, or support for people with autism, Asperger syndrome or
attachment disorder. At present, Erwin is still keeping scientific company. The robot is
helping scientists to understand how more realistic long-term relationships might be
developed between humans and robots, using the Erwin prototype.

4, PhD student, Mriganka Biswas said: “Cognitive biases make humans what they are,

fashioning characteristics and personality, complete with errors and imperfections.”
In other words, what Biswas has found out through his research is that when two people
interact for the first time, and if the two have different personalities, a relationship forms.
But in the case of a conventional human-robot interaction, this is not possible. Due to the
lack of cognitive biases, the robot’s lack of identifiable characteristics and personality,
prevents any relationship bond from developing. The key obstacle therefore lies in
obsolete processes, which include certain itlogical patterns of thought or cognitive biases.
Therefore by introducing cognitive biases in a robot’s charactenistics, it would become
human-like. Based on human reactions and relationships, scientists will be able to
introduce characteristics and personality to the robot. Thus if we can explain how human-
to-human long-term relationships begin and develop, then it would be easier to plan the
human-robot relationship. A companion robot therefore needs to be friendly and have the
ability to recognize user’s emotions.

5. Alongside Erwin, scientists are also working on a humanoid robot named Keepon. This
robot is no prototype of Erwin. By creating this robot, the task before scientists is to assess
how people respond to another type of robot. While Erwin can express five basic
emotions, Keepon has no emotions at all. While Erwin in its present state looks like an
assemblage of mechanical gear, Keepon is humanized in appearance as he is being
constructed as a humanoid. '

(I) On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer the following questions by
choosing the most appropriate option. (1 x 4 = 4 Marks)

1. Erwin is a warm-hearted robot because
(i) he 1s a great listener
(ii) he responds to human touch
(iii} he understands when we are unhappy
(iv) he is friendly

2. The idea of a friendly robot was developed by.
(i) scientists in UK
(i1) Dr John Murray
(iii) PhD student, Mriganka Biswas
(iv) Asperger

3. A conventional robot cannot boad with humans because
(i) it 1s not friendly
(i1) it is made of metal
(iii) 1t does not have human characteristics



(iv) it cannot understand human language

4. Keepon is not a prototype of Erwin because
(i) it can react to humans
(i1) it bas no emotions
(iif) it resembles a human being
(iv) Both (ii) and (iii)

(1) Answer the following questions as briefly as possible: (1 x 6 = 6 Marks)

1. Anacronym is a word formed using the initial letters of other words. True or False?

2. Why is Erwin special to Indians?

3. For which categories of humans can a robot like Erwin prove useful?

4. According to Mriganka Biswas, how are relationships formed between two people?

5. Which two qualities are needed for a robot to form a long-term relationship with its user?
6. What is the main difference between Keepon and Erwin?

(i) Pick out words from the passage that mean: (2 Marks)

1. iong-lasting (para.3) -
2. no longer in use (para 4)

Q. 3 Read the following passage carefully. (8 Marks)

Not even kids are sleeping like babies these days. Many school-going kids are missing at least an
hour of necessary sleep each night, and many teens report feeling too tired during the day. As
chronic sleep deprivation may weaken the immune system, tired kids may be at tgher risk of
catching colds, flu and other infectious diseases. “Sleep deprivation appears to interfere with
memory and with the brain’s ability to organize information,” says Gahan Fallone, an associate
professor at the Forest Institute of Professional Psychology in Springfield (Tilinois). It also makes
it harder for kids to block out distractions and focus. In fact, teachers may catch problems that
parents miss.

When parents set the bedtime, kids on an average get 45 minutes more sleep per night than when
they decide for themselves. Parents should continue to set bedtime through middle school and
even high school. Once you decide a time, be consistent.

Getting your child to bed should be taken as sericusly as getting him to school each morning.
Schedule homework and dinner early to keep bedtime from slipping away. Favorite TV
programs that air past bedtime can be watched later.

If you’d like to watch a movie with your child or enjoy another bedtime activity, do it on Friday
~ then get back to track on Saturday and Sunday. We all have biological clocks that reset
themselves every day. If you let your child stay up late and sleep late all weekend, you will reset
his biological clock. He won’t sleep well on Sunday night and he’ll start the week with a sleep
gap.

You wouldn’t give your child coffee before bed but chocolate, bottled iced tea, energy drinks
and even some fruit sodas are caffeinated. Offer milk or water instead so that health doesn’t
suffer.



Keep TV sets out of kids’ bedrooms, shut down or collect computers, cell phones, MP3 players
and video games a full hour before bedtime to signal the brain that it’s time to go to sleep.

Kids often see their parents burning the candle at both ends, then drinking coffee, caffeinated
sodas and health drinks to stay alert. If you value sleep, your kids will too. It is the duty of
parents to set a good example for their kids to follow.

(a} On the basis of your reading of the above passage, make notes using headings and sub-
headings. Use recognizable abbreviations wherever necessary (nummum 4). Use a format you
consider suitable. Also supply an appropriate title to it. - : ' (5 Marks)

(b) Write a summary of the above passage. - L (3:Marks)’
SECTION B - ADVANCED WRITING SKILLS (306 Marks)

Q4. You are the sports captain of St. Anne’s School, Ahmedabad. Your school is organizing a

camp during the summer vacation for training students in different sports. Write a formal

invitation to Abhinav Bhindra, the ace shooter to inaugurate the camp on April 15 at 10:00 am.
(4 Marks)

OR

You want to sell your pet dog to someone who loves animals and can take good. care of it.

Prepare an advertisement in not more than 50 words, giving details. of your pet to be pubhshed in

a local newspaper.

Q5. You are Vinod / Vani of Modern Public School, Lucknow. You have participated in inter-
school co-curricular activities such as debates, speeches, recitation competitions etc, and won
prizes at the district and state level. You will get some advantage of it when you apply for
college admissions. Write a letter to the Principal of your school requesting him to issue such a
certificate. {6 Marks)

OR

Write a letter to the Manager, Haldirams, Nagpur, ordering for 60 lunch packets to be. supplied
for your excursion parfy which would be travelling by G.T Express from Dethi to Chennai. Your
train is scheduled to reach Nagpur at 12:15 p.m. Mention your coach number and other relevant
details. You are Praveen / Preeti, Coordmator of the Excurswn trip, studying at Snram Vidya
Niketan, New Delhi.

Q6. Compulsory value education is required for inculcating values in our young generation. This
will help, to some extent, in the prevention of crime in the country. Write an article in 150-200
words on the need for compulsory value-based education and how it can be implemented.

(10 Marks)

OR
Anuj / Arti has participated in the ‘Adult Literacy Drive’ and has been working in the slums for

the last six months. He / she has to write an article titled ‘The Need for a Literate Nation’. Write
the article in 150-200 words.



Q7. ‘Down to Earth’, an environmental awareness magazine has launched a marathon, ‘Clean
Your City Campaign.’ As an active participant, write a speech for the morning assembly urging
students to participate in the campaign. . (10 Marks) -

OR

Virtual classes are becoming quite popular these days but can they substitute actual classroom
learning? Write a debate on the topic “Virtual classes will soon replace actual classes’. You are
Kartik / Kripa and may speak for or against the motion.

SECTION C - LITERATU’RE TDXTBOOKS AND LONG READING TEXT (40 Marks)
Q8. Read the lines given below and answer the questions that follow: (4 Marks)

On their slag heap, these children. :

Wear skins peeped through by bones and spectacles of steel
With mended glass, like bottle bits on stone

All of their time.and space are foggy slum

So blot their maps with slums as big as doom.

(a) Describe the appearance of the slum childsen.

(b) Why is the slum called ‘foggy’? -

(c) What do you understand by the term ‘maps’ in the context of the slum children?
(d) Pick out one poetic device used in these lines.

OR

Aunt Jennifer’s tigers prance across a screen,
Bright topaz denizens of a world of green
They do not fear the men beneath the tree;
They pace in sleek chivalric certainty.

(a) What does Aunt Jennifer symbolize?

(b) Why has the poet used the word ‘topaz’ to describe the tigers?
(c) Describe how the tigers are portrayed on the screen.

(d) What is the rhyme scheme used in these fines?

Q9. Answer any FOUR of the following questions in 30-40 words each (4x3= 12 Marks)

(a) Why did the tramp sign himself as Captain Von Stahle in the letter he left for Edia?
(b) Why did Gandhi refuse to take the assistance of Charies Freer Andrews?
(c) What were Sophie’s father’s expectations about her?
(d) Write a character sketch of the old General in the lesson, ‘The Enemy’
(e) What miracle took place shortly afier the Tiger King’s birth?
(f) Why did Zitkala-Sa try to prevent the shingling of her long hair?

Q10. Answer the following in about 120-150 words. (6 Marks)



‘My last Freoch lesson! Why I hardly knew how to write! ¥ should never learn anymore!” The

problem of school dropouts and illiteracy still plagues our country. What is your social

obligation towards this issue? What innovative methods do you suggest to solve this problem?
OR

“At last I felt released.” Describe the efforts undertaken by William Douglas to achieve his
release from fear. :

Q11. Answer the following in about 120-156 words: (6 Marks)
Both the adolescent and the old man are victims of loneliness due to society’s non-support and
negligence in the lesson, ‘On The Face Of It.” Bring out the truth of this statement from the
conversation between Mr. Lamb and Derry.

OR

The story telling session proved to be one of sudden and disturbing revelations for Jack even
though it was a ritual that had been carrying on for two years. Elaborate.

Answer the following in 120-150 words. (6x2= 12 Marks)

Q12. Unbridled ambition can drive a man to the brink of disaster and make him lose his
reasoning power. How is Griffin a manifestation of this statement?

Q13. Describe how Marvel is able to come up in life from a tramp to the owner of his own bar
named The Invisible Man. What traits of his character are revealed through his journey?



