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BEEHIVE 

I. THE FUN THEY HAD 

Reference to the context: 

1. She was eleven and hadn’t seen as many telebooks as Tommy had.  He was thirteen.  She 

said, ‘’Where did you find it?’’  ‘’In my house.’’  He pointed without looking, because he 

was busy reading.  ‘’In the attic.’’ 

 

i) Who is she? 

 

ii) What was Tommy reading? 

a. A telebook        

b. A physical book        

c. A newspaper     

d. A magazine 

     

iii) _____________ is the author of this story.  

 

iv) Mention one feature of the real book which Margie and Tommy found to be the most 

fascinating. 

a. It had yellow pages                       

b. The words stood still         

c. It was old                                       

d. It became useless once you have read it. 

                                                             

              v. Another word for ‘attic’ is ____________ 

a. loft or garret      

b. stroked     

c. slapped      

d. lounge 

                           

2. “Actually, the overall pattern of her progress is quite satisfactory. ” And he patted 

Margie’s head again. Margie was disappointed. She had been hoping they would take the 

teacher away altogether. 

 

i) Who is the speaker? Whose progress is being talked about? 

 



 

ii) State whether the following statement is TRUE or FALSE: 

Margie was disappointed as her teacher was not taken away as she wished for. 

 

iii) Select the appropriate option to complete the sentence, according to the extract.  

 

Tommy’s teacher had been taken away for ____________because the history sector 

had blanked out completely. 

a. nearly a week 

b. nearly a month 

c. for an hour 

d. for a fortnight 

iv) What subjects did Margie and Tommy learn? 

 

v) The ‘overall pattern of her progress’refers to _______________ 

           A. her grades      B. her annual report card    C. her height      D.  her weight       

 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS: 

1. “What a waste!” What is Tommy referring to as a ‘waste’? Is it really a waste? 

Why/Why not? 

2. Margie’s mother was very particular about her studies. Justify with evidence from 

the story. 

 

 

 

 

II. THE SOUND OF MUSIC 

PART -1    EVELYN GLENNIE 

 

Read the extract carefully and choose the correct option. 

 

Question -1 

Evelyn Glennie’s loss of hearing had been gradual. Her mother remembers noticing something 

was wrong when the eight-year-old Evelyn was waiting to play the piano. 

“They called her name and she didn ’t move. I suddenly realised she hadn ’t heard, ” says Isabel 

Glennie.For quite a while Evelyn managed to conceal her growing deafness from friends and 

teachers.  

i) Which facts about Evelyn’s hearing ability are correct? 



a. She did not respond to sound 

b. She could not play the piano 

c. She pretended she was deaf 

d. She pretended she could hear 

 

ii) The meaning of ‘conceal’ is__________. 

a. Hide 

b. Uncover 

c. Pretend 

d. Cheat 

 

iii) Who is Isabel Glennie? 

a. Evelyn Glennie’s teacher 

b. Evelyn Glennie’s mother 

c. Percussionist 

d. Evelyn Glennie’s sister 

 

iv) When was her deafness first noticed? 

a. 8 years 

b. 9 years 

c. 10 years 

d. 11 years 

 

v) Evelyn’s loss of hearing was gradual because of _________________. 

a. Sudden nerve damage 

b. Damage to the ear drums 

c. Gradual nerve damage 

d. Infection in the ear 

 

Question -2 

But Evelyn was not going to give up. She was determined to lead a normal life and pursue her 

interest in music. One day, she noticed a girl playing a xylophone and decided that she wanted to 

play it too. Most of the teachers discouraged her but percussionist Ron Forbes spotted her 

potential. 

i) “But Evelyn was not going to give up.” It means that____________. 

a. She was going to quarrel 

b. She was not going to part with 

c. She was not going to share 

d. She was not going to surrender 

 

ii) Percussionist is a person who –  

a. Plays different instruments 

b. Plays different roles in drama 

c. Draws different things 



d. Loves everyone 

iii)    In “spotted her potential “ the word ‘potential’ means __________ . 

a. Interest 

b. Passion 

c. Ability 

d. Determination 

 

iv) Who found the specialty in Evelyn ? 

a. Emmeso clerk 

b. Ron Forbes 

c. Berh Thomson 

d. John Forbes 

 

v) Evelyn did not have a normal life because she was profoundly ________. 

a. Blind 

b. Deaf  

c. Dump 

d. All of these 

 

SHORT QUESTIONS  

1. Why was Evelyn “nervous yet excited” as she waited for the train? 

2.  Why did Evelyn say, “Men with bushy beards give me trouble”? 

3. How is Evelyn a source of inspiration to people who are in any way disabled? 

  

  

PART –II- THE SHEHNAI OF BISMILLAH KHAN  

 

Read the extract carefully and choose the correct option. 

Question-1 

The young boy took to music early in life. At the age of three when his mother took him to his 

maternal uncle’s house in Benares (now Varanasi); Bismillah was fascinated watching his 

uncles practice the shehnai. Soon Bismillah started accompanying his uncle, Ali Bux, to the 

Vishnu temple of Benares where Ali Bux was employed to the play the Shehnai. Ali Bux would 

play the shehnai and Bismillah would sit captivated for hours on end.  

i) Who was Ali Bux? 

a. Bismillah’s father 

b. Bismillah’s grandfather 

c. Bismillah’s maternal uncle 

d. Bismillah’s friend 

 

ii) Who is the young boy? 

a. Ali Bux 



b. Bismillah Khan 

c. Paigambar Bux 

d. Zahir Shah 

 

iii) The expression “took to music” means______________. 

a. Studied 

b. Played 

c. Took a liking to 

d. Wanted 

 

iv) Bismillah got his first experience of performing before public with __________. 

a. His uncle 

b. His father  

c. His mentor 

d. His mother 

 

v) Bismillah was fascinated by shehnai means that he was_____________ 

a. Captivated 

b. Enjoyed 

c. Got interested 

d. Was curious 

Question -2 

When India gained independence On 15th August, 1947, Bismillah Khan became the first Indian 

to greet the nation with his* Shehnai. He poured his heart out into Raag Kafi from the Red Fort 

to an audience which included Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, who later gave his famous “Tryst with 

Destiny” speech. 

 

i)   Ustad Bismillah khan performed for Independence Day at – 

a.  Red fort 

b.  Qutub Minar 

c. India Gate 

d. Taj Mahal 

 

ii) Who gave his famous speech of “Tryst with Destiny” on 15th August 1947? 

a. Mahatma Gandhi 

b. Indira Gandhi 

c. Jawaharlal Nehru 

d. Maulana Abdul kalam Azad 

 

iii) In ‘Tryst with Destiny’ speech, what is meaning of ‘tryst’? 

a. Assignment 

b. Get –together 

c. Encounter 



d. Meeting 

 

iv) What was the artist’s contribution on the occasion? 

a. He played Raga Kafi for only Nehru. 

b. He played Raga Kafi for his family. 

c. He played Raga Kafi for all Indians. 

d. He played Raga Kafi for the parliamentarians. 

 

v) What does the author mean by ‘to greet the nation ‘in the passage? 

a. Bismillah khan waved his hand 

b. He said namaskar 

c. He said salaam 

d. He began the ceremony with shehnai 

 

 

SHORT QUESTIONS 

1. Why did Bismillah Khan refuse to start a shehnai school in the U.S.A. ? 

2. Why did emperor Aurangazeb ban the playing of Pungi in the royal residence? 

3. When and how did Bismillah Khan get the break? 

 

THE LITTLE GIRL 

Read the extract carefully and choose the correct option. 

 

Question 1:  

“Mother go up to her room and fetch down the damned thing--- see that the child is put to bed 

this instant” 

i) What instructions did father give to Kezia’s Mother? 

a. Father told her to fetch down the pin- cushion 

b.  Father told her to fetch down the sheets of paper 

c. Father told her to fetch down the ruler 

d. Father told her to fetch down a tea cup 

 

ii)  Why did father give this instruction? 

a. He was upset about his missing speech and wanted to get over his anger. 

b. He wanted to retrieve his speech if possible. 

c. He wanted Kezia to be out of his sight 

d. He wanted Kezia to be put to bed in her room. 

 

iii)  Another word for ‘damned’ is ________________________ 

a. Wretched 



b.  Terrible 

c.  Poor 

d. Disgusting 

 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

 

1.What was the routine on Sunday afternoon at Kezia’s home? 

2.How did Kezia’s attitude towards her father change? What brought them closer? 

3.What was the nightmare that Kezia had? What incident followed? 

 

 

A TRULY BEAUTIFUL MIND 

 

i) Why has the author referred to the late speaking age of Einsten? 

a. to show that apparently his growth rate was slower than the children of his age.  

b. to show that he was a slow learner 

c. To show his disability 

d.  None 

 

ii) What is the message of this lesson? 

a. A beautiful mind not only creates beautiful ideas but also to use them for the 

welfare of the humanity 

b. always think big 

c. be like Einstein 

d. win a Nobel Prize 

 

iii) What does this lesson A Truly Beautiful mind speak about? 

a. beauty of the mind 

b.  beauty of the world 

c. the life of the greatest scientist Einstein and his contributions to the field of 

science and world politics 

d. none 

 

iv)  When did Einstein secure a job? 

a. 1901 

b. 1903 

c. 1902 

d. 1904 

 

v) When did Einstein complete his graduation? 



a. 1912 

b. 1900 

c. 1901 

d. 1978 

 

vi) Why did Mileva Maric come to the University at Zurich? 

a. it was the only university which gave degrees to women 

b. it was a good university 

c.  it was near her city 

d. she liked the place 

 

vii) Where did Einstein go after school? 

a. at a university in Zurich 

b. at a university in Munich 

c. at a university in German 

d. at a university in Switzerland 

 

viii) Why did Einstein decide to continue his study in Switzerland? 

a. it ws a good city 

b. it was more liberal than Munich 

c. he liked the place 

d. all 

 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Why did Albert Einstein see an ally in Mileva Marie? 

2. Einstein showed no early signs of his genius one day. Comment. 

3. Einstein succeeded in his professional life but failed miserably in his 

personal life.  

4. Why could Einstein not balance his family and professional life?. 

 

5.What was Einstein’s contribution to the knowledge of science? Which values in his character 

made him a ‘global citizen’? 

 

 

 

 

 



MY CHILDHOOD 

 

Question 1.  

The newspapers now had to be bundled and thrown out from the moving train on the 

Rameswaram Road between Rameswaram and Dhanuskodi. That forced my cousin Samsuddin, 

who distributed newspapers in Rameswarm, to look for a helping hand to catch the bundles and, 

as if naturally, I filled the slot. Samsuddin helped me earn my first wages. Half a century later, I 

can still feel the surge of pride in earning my own money for the first time. 

 

i) Why were newspapers thrown out of the moving train? 

a. For there was a state of emergency due to Second World War 

b. Suspension of train halt at Rameswaram station 

c. both a and b 

d. Rameswaram was completely unaffected by the War 

 

ii) What was narrator’s cousin looking for? 

a. A maid to clean his house 

b. A girl to get married 

c. A helping hand to catch the newspaper bundles at the station 

d. None of these 

 

iii) What made Abdul Kalam feel proud? 

a. His earning money for the first time 

b. His helping others for the first time 

c. His catching newspapers at the station for the first time 

d. All of these 

 

iv) Where did Kalam talk about his childhood? 

a. In his autobiography, Wings of Fire 

b. In his first speech 

c. In his research papers 

d. In his office 

 

v) What did Samsuddin do? 

a. Distributed newspapers in Rameswaram 

b. Helped to collect seeds 



c. Helped getting money 

d. Helped in selling seeds 

 

Question 2.  

The new teacher could not stomach a Hindu priest’s son sitting with a Muslim 

boy. In accordance with our social ranking as the new teacher saw it, I was asked 

to go and sit on the back bench. I felt very sad, and so did Ramanadha Sastry. He 

looked utterly downcast as I shifted to my seat in the last row. The image of him 

weeping when I shifted to the last row left a lasting impression on me. 

 

i) Why did the teacher separate Kalam from his friend? 

a. They were talking in the class 

b. They were not doing their work 

c. They were disturbing the class 

d. Because of his own notion of social ranking, religious discrimination 

 

ii) What is the message of this lesson “My Childhood”? 

a. Mutual trust, peace and harmony are a must for a society to be happy and grow 

dynamically 

b. Live happily 

c. Fight for your rights 

d. Have fire on your wings 

 

 

iii) Why did Kalam feel sad when he was in 5th standard in an elementary school?  

a. He could not go to school because his parents could not afford the fees 

b. Teacher scolded him because he did not do his work 

c. His teacher didn’t let him sit with his Hindu friend in the first row 

because he was a muslim  

d. None 

 

iv) What does the word ‘downcast’ mean? 

a. Dejected 

b. Elated 

c. Ecstatic 

d. Jovial 

 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS  

1. What were the qualities that Abdul Kalam admired in his parents? 



2. How did the Second World War give Abdul Kalam the opportunity to earn his first 

wages? 

3. Who asked Kalam to sit on the back bench of his class? Why? 

 

  

POEMS 

 

THE WIND 

 

Reference to the context: 

1. He won’t do what you tell him. 

So, come, let’s build strong homes, Let’s joint the doors firmly. 

Practise to firm the body.  Make the heart steadfast. 

 

ii. Why wouldn’t the Wind “do what you tell him”? 

a. He is a tease.                         

b. He is indifferent. 

c. He is callous 

d. He just goes about doing his business. 

iii. The poet advises the readers to ‘firm the body and make the heart steadfast,’ he 

means _____________ . 

a. be strong physically and morally      

b. exercise daily 

c.  build a strong character                     

d. both (i) and (iii) 

 

iv. What does the wind symbolize? 

a. It stands for changes      

b. it symbolizes the highs and lows of life 

c. it is a natural phenomenon            

d. it is a life force 

 

 

v. The name of poet is …………………… . 

a. Subramania Bharati       

b. Deborah Cowley 

c.  Coates Kinney            

d. Phoebe Cary 

     

 

 



vi. The poet advises us to build strong homes and joint the doors firmly because 

_________________ . 

a. wind will destroy the weak ones   

b. wind dosen’t rattle the strong 

c. it’s a destructive force                      

d. all of these 

 

2. Wind, come softly 

Don’t break the shutters of the windows.  Don’t scatter the papers. 

Don’t throw down the books on the shelf. 

There, look what you did—you threw them all down.  You tore the pages of the books. 

You brought rain again. 

 

i. The tone in which the words have been spoken is like speaking ___________. 

a. to an unruly child.                           

b. to someone destructive. 

c. to someone powerful.                       

d. to someone inferior.    

.                              

ii. State whether the following statement is TRUE of FALSE. 

The entire stanza is an example of ‘Personification 

 

iii. The rhyme scheme in the stanza is _____________. 

a.   ABAB                

b.  AABB 

c.  Free verse      

d. ABBC 

 

iv. What did the wind do? 

a. Threw down the books from the books shelf                

b. scattered the papers 

c. came softly and then went away        

d. both (i) & (ii)  

      

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS: 

1. How does the poet describe the wind in the poem ‘Wind’? 

2. What advice does the poet offer the people? Write your answer in the context of the poem, 

‘Wind’. 

 

   



 

RAIN ON THE ROOF 

 

Read the stanza given below carefully and choose the correct option. 

 

Question 1:  

Every tinkle on the shingles 

Has an echo in the heart; 

And a thousand dreamy fanciest 

Into busy being start, 

And a thousand recollections 

Weave their air- threads into woof, 

As I listen to the patter 

Of the rain upon the roof. 

 

 

i. The significance of the first two lines is............. 

a. every drop of rain drops with a tinkle 

b.  the poet loves the rhythmic falling of rain 

c.  each drop resonates with the music and happiness in the poet’s heart 

d. He is irritated with the pitter-patter all night 

 

 

ii. Which one of the option below DOES NOT match with the meaning of ‘into 

busy being start’ 

a. Spark off 

b. Get triggered 

c. Get activated 

d. Trigger off 

 

iii. The literary device in the line”  And a thousand recollections Weave their air- 

threads into woof,” 

a. Simile 

b. Alliteration 

c. Personification 

d. Repetition 

 



   Short Answer Questions 

1. What are the healing powers of rain as described in the poem? 

2. What precise thoughts of his mother does the poet recall at that moment? 

3. “As I list to this refrain” , which kind of refrain us the poet referring to? 

 

THE LAKE ISLE OF INNISFREE 

Extract based MCQ Questions  

 

Question 1.  

I will arise and go now, for always night and day 

I hear the lake water lapping with low sounds by the shore;  

While I stand on the roadway, or on the pavements grey,  

I hear it in the deep heart’s core. 

 

i) What does the poet hear night and day in the core of his heart? 

(a) The sound of the lake water lapping against the shore of Innisfree. 

(b) The cries of his children telling him to come back home. 

(c) The cries of his countrymen to fight for his country  

(d) The cries of birds and animals to come and live with them in the forest. 

 

ii)What does the poet hope to get in Innisfree? 

(a) Peace. 

(b) Wealth. 

(c) Friends. 

(d) Name and fame. 

 

iii)What sounds does the poet hear even when he is away from Innisfree? 

(a) sounds of cars 

(b) noise of the city 

(c) sound of lake water 

(d) All 

 

iv)How did the poet want to live at Innisfree? 

(a) with friends 

(b) with parents 

(c) with siblings and children 

(d) all alone 

 

Question 2.  

I will arise and go now, and go to Innisfree,  



And a small cabin built there, of clay and wattles made: 

Nine bean-rows will I have there, a hive for the honeybee, 

 And live alone in the bee-loud glade. 

 

i)What sounds does Yeats yearned to hear? 

(a) sound of bees 

(b) aeroplanes 

(c) automobiles 

(d) mobile phones 

 

ii)Name the three things that the poet would like to do at Innisfree. 

(a) plant 9 bean trees 

(b) make hives for honey bees 

(c) make a house of clay and wattles 

(d) All 

 

iii)What kind of land is Innisfree? 

(a) stormy and dusty 

(b) peaceful and loving 

(c) very hot and humid 

(d) unfit for human habitation 

 

iv) Name the poet of The Lake Isle of Innisfree’. 

(a) James Kirkup. 

(b) Robert Frost. 

(c) W.B. Yeats. 

(d) Phoebe Cary. 

 

Short Answer Questions 

  

1. Why does the poet want to go to Innisfree?  

2. How is the city life different from the life at the Lake of Innisfree? 

3. Write three things that the poet would like to do when he goes back to Innisfree. 

 

A LEGEND OF NORTHLAND 

Question 1: 

For she said, “My cakes that seem too small 

When I eat of them myself 

Are yet too large to give away. ” 

So she put them on the shelf. 



i. Who is the speaker in these lines? 

ii. When do the cakes seem too small?. 

iii. What kind of cakes did the woman make? 

What did the woman do with her cakes? Why? 

Question 2: 

He came to the door of a cottage In travelling round the earth Where a little woman was making 

cakes And baking them on the hearth. 

i. What was Saint Peter doing ? 

ii. What was the little woman making ? 

iii. What is a hearth ?  

 

Question 3: 

Then Saint Peter grew angry 

For he was hungry and faint ‘ , 

And surely such a woman Was enough to provoke a saint 

i. Why was Saint Peter about to faint ? 

ii. How did the woman provoke Saint Peter ? 

iii. What is the rhyming scheme of the given stanza  

 

Short Answer Questions 

1. Describe Northland as done by the poet? 

2. What is a ballad? Is this poem a ballad? 

3. Explain: ‘And surely such a woman was enough to provoke a saint.’ Who was the 

lady and how did she provoke the saint? 

4. What is the message of the poem? 

 

 

 

NO MEN ARE FOREIGN 

 

Read the stanza carefully and choose the correct option. 

Question 1 

Let us remember, when we are told 

to hate our brothers, it is ourselves 

That we hate that we shall dispossess, betray, condemn  

 Remember we who take arms against each other. 



 

 

i. Why does the poet use the word remember twice? 

a. We should remember the faces of our enemies 

b. We should remember the lessons of war 

c. He wants to awaken us to the futility of war 

d. He wants us to keep nurturing our discriminatory attitudes 

 

 

ii. ‘Condemn’ means to......... 

a. Attack 

b. Harm 

c. Doom 

d. Strike 

 

 

iii. The figure of speech in “To hate our brothers” 

a. Apostrophe 

b. Metaphor 

c. Alliteration  

d. Imagery 

 

Short Answer Questions 

1.According to the poet all men are our brothers. How? 

2.“Our Hells of fire and dust outrage the innocence of air” Explain. 

3.“We are told to hate our brothers”. How does it affect us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MOMENTS 

 

THE LOST CHILD 

 

Read the extract and answer the questions that follow: 

Question 1:  

“Will you have a ride on the horse?” he gently asked as he approached the ring. The 

child’s throat tore into a thousand shrill sobs and he only shouted, “I want my 

mother, I want my father!” 

i. Who is ‘he’ in the first line of the extract? 

a. father                 

b.  mother 

c.  a kind man             

d. both (i) & (ii) 

          

 

ii. State whether the following statement is TRUE of FALSE. 

                     He asks for a ride because the child was crying inconsolably for his parents 

iii. Why did the child’s throat ‘tore into a thousand shrill sobs’? 

 

 

iv.  Why did the child shout, “I want my mother, I want my father!”? 

a. he wanted to buy burfi            

b. he wanted to go home 

c. he was feeling insecure           

d. none of the above 

 

v.  “Will you have a ride on the horse?” Here ‘you’ refers to _____________. 

 

 

Question 2:  

His father looked at him red-eyed, in his familiar tyrant’s way. His mother, melted by the 

free spirit of the day was tender and, giving him her finger to hold, said, “Look, child, what 

is before you!” 

 

 

i.  The father looked red-eyed at the child because _________________ 

a. he was disobeying him            

b.  he wanted to go home 

c. he was lagging behind  

d. he was desperately asking for toys piled up in the stores 



                   

ii. Who is a tyrant? Select the correct option 

1. A cruel man 

2. A kind man 

3. A bold man 

4. A week man 

i. 1 & 3 

ii. 2 & 4 

iii.Only 1 

iv. 2,3 and 4 

iii. State whether the following statement is TRUE of FALSE. 

               The mood of festivity was the free spirit that made the mother soft-hearted. 

iv. Select the option that displays the reason why the mother asked the child to look 

before him. 

In order to- 

1. Buy him toys 

2. divert his attention from the toys 

3. accomplish a task 

4. take him home 

 

v.  Who is the writer of the lesson? 

 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS: 

1. You are taken to a fair by your parents. How will you behave with your parents? Explain 

with reference to the lesson ‘The Lost Child’. 

2.  “A child longs for toys, sweets and other things but not at the cost of his parents.” 

Comment. 

 

I. THE ADVENTURES OF TOTO 

 

Read the extract carefully and choose the correct option. 

 

Question -1 

Grandmother always fussed when Grandfather brought home some new bird or animal. 

So it was decided that Toto's presence should be kept a secret from her until she was in a 

particularly good mood. Grandfather and I put him away in a little closet opening into 

my bedroom wall, where he was tied securely or so we thought to a peg fastened into the 

wall. 

 

i. What was the grandmother's reaction when any animal was brought home? 

a) She would accept it with open arms 



b) She would start playing with it immediately 

c) She would hug that animal and fed it gently with her own hands 

d) She felt disturbed and annoyed when that happened 

 

ii. Where was Toto kept in order to hide it from the grandmother? 
a) In the fields 

b) In the cage 

c) In servants' room 

d) In grandfather's closet  

 

iii. What does the word 'Fastened' mean? 
a) To let loose 

b) Tied 

c) Freed 

d) None of these 

 

iv. Why was Toto hidden in a closet? 
a) Lest he should attack anyone 

b) Lest grandmother should see him 

c) Lest grandfather should see him 

d) All of these 

 

v.Where was Toto tied? 

(a) to a window 

(b) to the authors bedroom 

(c) to a peg in the wall 

(d) to the door 

  

Question -2  

His presence in the house still a secret, Toto was now transferred to a big cage in the 

servants" quarters where a number of Grandfather's pets lived very sociably together - a 

tortoise, a pair of rabbits, a tame squirrel and, for a while, my pet goat. But the monkey 

wouldn't allow any of his companions to sleep at night; so Grandfather, who had to leave 

Dehra Dun next day to collect his pension in Saharanpur, decided to take him along. 

 

i. What other pets did the grandfather have except Toto? 

a) Tortoise 

b) Squirrel 

c) Goat and rabbits 

d) All of these 

 

ii. Who would not let other animals sleep? 

a) Tortoise 

b) Goat 

c) Rabbits 

d) Toto 



 iii. What made the grandfather take Toto along with him? 

a) His nuisance 

b) His problematic nature 

c) His not letting others sleep 

d) All of these 

 

iv. What does the word 'Tame' mean? 

a) Domesticated 

b) Quiet 

c) Subdued 

d) All of these  

 

v. Where had the writer’s Grandfather to go and why? 

(a) To Dehradun to collect his pension. 

(b) To Dehradun to meet an old friend. 

(c) To Saharanpur to collect his pension. 

(d) To Saharanpur to meet an old friend. 

 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. How did Toto manage to escape from the closet? What does this reveal about the monkey? 

2. Why did Grandfather have to pay three rupees to the Ticket-Collector? 

3. Why does the author say that “Toto was not the sort of pet one could keep for long’? 

  

 

 

II. ISWARAN THE STORY TELLER 

 Extract based MCQ Questions  

Question 1. 

The elephant grunted and menacingly swung a branch of a tree which it held in its trunk. 

It stamped its feet, kicking up a lot of mud and dust. It looked frightening. But I moved 

slowly towards it, stick in hand. People were watching the scene hypnotised from nearby 

housetops. The elephant looked at me red-eyed, ready to rush towards me. It lifted its 

trunk and trumpeted loudly. At that moment I moved forward and, mustering all my force, 

whacked its third toenail on the quick. 

 

i)What happened to the elephant when Iswaran hit on the third toenail of the 

elephant? 

(a) grunted loudly and collapsed on the ground 

(b) ran away from the ground 

(c) caught Iswaran in his trunk and threw him 

(d) made friendship with lswaran away 

 



ii)Where did the school boys hide themselves to see the mad elephant? 

(a) on trees 

(b) in their houses 

(c) in their classrooms 

(d) in the Headmaster’s room 

 

iii)Which art helped Iswaran to bring down the beast ? 

(a) boxing 

(b) wrestling 

(c) ju-jitsu 

(d) yoga 

 

iv)From where was Iswaran watching this incident before he came down? 

(a) from a room 

(b)from the cupboard 

(c) from a tree 

(d) from the rooftop 

 

Short Answer Questions 

1.Why has Iswaran been called an asset? Who was he an asset to? 

2. What were the types of stories that Iswaran liked to recount? Why did Mahendra like 

them so much? 

3. Why did Iswaran prepare a special dinner one night? 

 

 

 IN THE KINGDOM OF FOOLS  

Read the extract and answer the questions given below 
 

Question 1: 

 

But the disciple wouldn’t listen to the Guru’s wisdom. He wanted to stay. The Guru 

finally gave up and said, “Do what you want. I’m going,” and left. The disciple 

stayed on, ate his fill everyday- bananas and ghee and rice and wheat, and grew fat 

like a street-side sacred Bull. 

 

 

i. What did the Guru advise his disciple to do? 

1.  to eat more and more 

2. to eat less 

3. to leave the town  

4. to earn more before eating 

 

 



ii. Why did his disciple refuse to leave? 

a. He didn't want to earn 

b. He didn't want to work 

c. He wanted to eat a lot at dirt cheap price 

d. All of these 

 

iii. Which literary device has been used in “fat like a street side sacred bull” 

a. Metaphor 

b. Simile 

c. Alliteration 

d. Both (i) and (ii) 

 

Short Answer Questions 

 

 

1.How does the merchant defend himself? 

2.How does greed land the disciple in trouble? 

3.What qualities in the Guru make him an ideal king? 

 

THE HAPPY PRINCE 

Read the extract and answer the questions 

Question 1-  

“I hope my dress will be ready in time for the State ball,” she said. “I have ordered 

flowers to be embroidered on it, but the seamstresses are so lazy.” 

 

(i)Who is the speaker? Who is she talking to? 

(ii) Who has her dress? Why? 

(iii)Why does she call the seamstresses lazy? 

 (iv) Is she right in considering the seamstresses to be lazy? Give a reason 

 

 

Question 2-  

So they pulled down the statue of the Happy Prince. “As he is no longer beautiful he 

is no longer useful,” said the Art Professor at the University. 

 

(i)Who pulled down the statue of the Happy Prince? Why? 

(ii)Why was the statue no longer beautiful and useful? 

 (iii)Point out the irony in this statement. 

 (iv)What did they do after pulling down the statue? 

 

Short Answer Questions 



1. Why was the bird not able to sleep peacefully that first night? 

2. What are the two most precious things that the Angels find in the city? 

3.Comment on the title of the story. Was the prince really happy? 
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