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BEEHIVE 

I. THE FUN THEY HAD 

Reference to the context: 

1. She was eleven and hadn’t seen as many telebooks as Tommy had.  He was thirteen.  She 

said, ‘’Where did you find it?’’  ‘’In my house.’’  He pointed without looking, because he 

was busy reading.  ‘’In the attic.’’ 

 

i) Who is she? 

 

ii) What was Tommy reading? 

a. A telebook        

b. A physical book        

c. A newspaper     

d. A magazine 

     

iii) _____________ is the author of this story.  

 

iv) Mention one feature of the real book which Margie and Tommy found to be the most 

fascinating. 

a. It had yellow pages                       

b. The words stood still         

c. It was old                                       

d. It became useless once you have read it. 

                                                             

              v. Another word for ‘attic’ is ____________ 

a. loft or garret      

b. stroked     

c. slapped      

d. lounge 

                           

2. “Actually, the overall pattern of her progress is quite satisfactory. ” And he patted 

Margie’s head again. Margie was disappointed. She had been hoping they would take the 

teacher away altogether. 

 

i) Who is the speaker? Whose progress is being talked about? 

 



 

ii) State whether the following statement is TRUE or FALSE: 

Margie was disappointed as her teacher was not taken away as she wished for. 

 

iii) Select the appropriate option to complete the sentence, according to the extract.  

 

Tommy’s teacher had been taken away for ____________because the history sector 

had blanked out completely. 

a. nearly a week 

b. nearly a month 

c. for an hour 

d. for a fortnight 

iv) What subjects did Margie and Tommy learn? 

 

v) The ‘overall pattern of her progress’refers to _______________ 

           A. her grades      B. her annual report card    C. her height      D.  her weight       

 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS: 

1. “What a waste!” What is Tommy referring to as a ‘waste’? Is it really a waste? 

Why/Why not? 

2. Margie’s mother was very particular about her studies. Justify with evidence from 

the story. 

 

 

 

 

II. THE SOUND OF MUSIC 

PART -1    EVELYN GLENNIE 

 

Read the extract carefully and choose the correct option. 

 

Question -1 

Evelyn Glennie’s loss of hearing had been gradual. Her mother remembers noticing something 

was wrong when the eight-year-old Evelyn was waiting to play the piano. 

“They called her name and she didn ’t move. I suddenly realised she hadn ’t heard, ” says Isabel 

Glennie.For quite a while Evelyn managed to conceal her growing deafness from friends and 

teachers.  

i) Which facts about Evelyn’s hearing ability are correct? 



a. She did not respond to sound 

b. She could not play the piano 

c. She pretended she was deaf 

d. She pretended she could hear 

 

ii) The meaning of ‘conceal’ is__________. 

a. Hide 

b. Uncover 

c. Pretend 

d. Cheat 

 

iii) Who is Isabel Glennie? 

a. Evelyn Glennie’s teacher 

b. Evelyn Glennie’s mother 

c. Percussionist 

d. Evelyn Glennie’s sister 

 

iv) When was her deafness first noticed? 

a. 8 years 

b. 9 years 

c. 10 years 

d. 11 years 

 

v) Evelyn’s loss of hearing was gradual because of _________________. 

a. Sudden nerve damage 

b. Damage to the ear drums 

c. Gradual nerve damage 

d. Infection in the ear 

 

Question -2 

But Evelyn was not going to give up. She was determined to lead a normal life and pursue her 

interest in music. One day, she noticed a girl playing a xylophone and decided that she wanted to 

play it too. Most of the teachers discouraged her but percussionist Ron Forbes spotted her 

potential. 

i) “But Evelyn was not going to give up.” It means that____________. 

a. She was going to quarrel 

b. She was not going to part with 

c. She was not going to share 

d. She was not going to surrender 

 

ii) Percussionist is a person who –  

a. Plays different instruments 

b. Plays different roles in drama 

c. Draws different things 



d. Loves everyone 

iii)    In “spotted her potential “ the word ‘potential’ means __________ . 

a. Interest 

b. Passion 

c. Ability 

d. Determination 

 

iv) Who found the specialty in Evelyn ? 

a. Emmeso clerk 

b. Ron Forbes 

c. Berh Thomson 

d. John Forbes 

 

v) Evelyn did not have a normal life because she was profoundly ________. 

a. Blind 

b. Deaf  

c. Dump 

d. All of these 

 

SHORT QUESTIONS  

1. Why was Evelyn “nervous yet excited” as she waited for the train? 

2.  Why did Evelyn say, “Men with bushy beards give me trouble”? 

3. How is Evelyn a source of inspiration to people who are in any way disabled? 

  

  

PART –II- THE SHEHNAI OF BISMILLAH KHAN  

 

Read the extract carefully and choose the correct option. 

Question-1 

The young boy took to music early in life. At the age of three when his mother took him to his 

maternal uncle’s house in Benares (now Varanasi); Bismillah was fascinated watching his 

uncles practice the shehnai. Soon Bismillah started accompanying his uncle, Ali Bux, to the 

Vishnu temple of Benares where Ali Bux was employed to the play the Shehnai. Ali Bux would 

play the shehnai and Bismillah would sit captivated for hours on end.  

i) Who was Ali Bux? 

a. Bismillah’s father 

b. Bismillah’s grandfather 

c. Bismillah’s maternal uncle 

d. Bismillah’s friend 

 

ii) Who is the young boy? 

a. Ali Bux 



b. Bismillah Khan 

c. Paigambar Bux 

d. Zahir Shah 

 

iii) The expression “took to music” means______________. 

a. Studied 

b. Played 

c. Took a liking to 

d. Wanted 

 

iv) Bismillah got his first experience of performing before public with __________. 

a. His uncle 

b. His father  

c. His mentor 

d. His mother 

 

v) Bismillah was fascinated by shehnai means that he was_____________ 

a. Captivated 

b. Enjoyed 

c. Got interested 

d. Was curious 

Question -2 

When India gained independence On 15th August, 1947, Bismillah Khan became the first Indian 

to greet the nation with his* Shehnai. He poured his heart out into Raag Kafi from the Red Fort 

to an audience which included Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, who later gave his famous “Tryst with 

Destiny” speech. 

 

i)   Ustad Bismillah khan performed for Independence Day at – 

a.  Red fort 

b.  Qutub Minar 

c. India Gate 

d. Taj Mahal 

 

ii) Who gave his famous speech of “Tryst with Destiny” on 15th August 1947? 

a. Mahatma Gandhi 

b. Indira Gandhi 

c. Jawaharlal Nehru 

d. Maulana Abdul kalam Azad 

 

iii) In ‘Tryst with Destiny’ speech ,what is meaning of ‘tryst’? 

a. Assignment 

b. Get –together 

c. Encounter 



d. Meeting 

 

iv) What was the artist’s contribution on the occasion? 

a. He played Raga Kafi for only Nehru. 

b. He played Raga Kafi for his family. 

c. He played Raga Kafi for all Indians. 

d. He played Raga Kafi for the parliamentarians. 

 

v) What does the author mean by ‘to greet the nation ‘in the passage? 

a. Bismillah khan waved his hand 

b. He said namaskar 

c. He said salaam 

d. He began the ceremony with shehnai 

 

 

SHORT QUESTIONS 

1. Why did Bismillah Khan refuse to start a shehnai school in the U.S.A. ? 

2. Why did emperor Aurangazeb ban the playing of Pungi in the royal residence? 

3. When and how did Bismillah Khan get the break? 

 

THE LITTLE GIRL 

Read the extract carefully and choose the correct option. 

 

Question 1:  

“Mother go up to her room and fetch down the damned thing--- see that the child is put to bed 

this instant” 

i) What instructions did father give to Kezia’s Mother? 

a. Father told her to fetch down the pin- cushion 

b.  Father told her to fetch down the sheets of paper 

c. Father told her to fetch down the ruler 

d. Father told her to fetch down a tea cup 

 

ii)  Why did father give this instruction? 

a. He was upset about his missing speech and wanted to get over his anger. 

b. He wanted to retrieve his speech if possible. 

c. He wanted Kezia to be out of his sight 

d. He wanted Kezia to be put to bed in her room. 

 

iii)  Another word for ‘damned’ is ________________________ 

a. Wretched 



b.  Terrible 

c.  Poor 

d. Disgusting 

 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

 

1.What was the routine on Sunday afternoon at Kezia’s home? 

2.How did Kezia’s attitude towards her father change? What brought them closer? 

3.What was the nightmare that Kezia had? What incident followed? 

 

 

A TRULY BEAUTIFUL MIND 

 

i) Why has the author referred to the late speaking age of Einsten? 

a. to show that apparently his growth rate was slower than the children of his age.  

b. to show that he was a slow learner 

c. To show his disability 

d.  None 

 

ii) What is the message of this lesson? 

a. A beautiful mind not only creates beautiful ideas but also to use them for the 

welfare of the humanity 

b. always think big 

c. be like Einstein 

d. win a Nobel Prize 

 

iii) What does this lesson A Truly Beautiful mind speak about? 

a. beauty of the mind 

b.  beauty of the world 

c. the life of the greatest scientist Einstein and his contributions to the field of 

science and world politics 

d. none 

 

iv)  When did Einstein secure a job? 

a. 1901 

b. 1903 

c. 1902 

d. 1904 

 

v) When did Einstein complete his graduation? 



a. 1912 

b. 1900 

c. 1901 

d. 1978 

 

vi) Why did Mileva Maric come to the University at Zurich? 

a. it was the only university which gave degrees to women 

b. it was a good university 

c.  it was near her city 

d. she liked the place 

 

vii) Where did Einstein go after school? 

a. at a university in Zurich 

b. at a university in Munich 

c. at a university in German 

d. at a university in Switzerland 

 

viii) Why did Einstein decide to continue his study in Switzerland? 

a. it ws a good city 

b. it was more liberal than Munich 

c. he liked the place 

d. all 

 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Why did Albert Einstein see an ally in Mileva Marie? 

2. Einstein showed no early signs of his genius one day. Comment. 

3. Einstein succeeded in his professional life but failed miserably in his 

personal life.  

4. Why could Einstein not balance his family and professional life?. 

 

5.What was Einstein’s contribution to the knowledge of science? Which values in his character 

made him a ‘global citizen’? 

 

 

THE SNAKE AND THE MIRROR 

 

Read the Extract Carefully and Choose the Correct Option. 

 

Question-1 



There was no ceiling. There was a regular traffic of rats to and from the bear. I made my bed 

and pulled it close to the wall. I lay down but I could not sleep. I got up and went out to the 

verandah for a little air, but the wind god seemed to have taken time off.  

 

i) Why could the narrator not fall asleep? 

a. It was cold. 

b. It was hot. 

c. There was a big dust storm. 

d. Because of the rats making noise. 

 

ii) The phrase 'for a little air" means 

a.  he wanted to inhale a little air 

b. he wanted to exhale a little air  

c.  he was feeling suffocated inside  

d. he went out for a stroll 

 

iii) What does the author mean by "the wind god seemed to have taken 

time off"? 

a. The wind god was on vacation. 

b. The wind god was resting. 

c. It was very windy and dusty. 

d. There was no wind at all. 

 

iv)  "A regular traffic of rats" refers to 

a.  the running of rats all over the tiled roof 

b.  the running of rats all over the room 

c. the running of rats all over the verandah 

d.  the running of rats all over the gables 

 

v) How does the author manage to build up suspense in this passage? 

Pick out the odd factor. 

a. He was living alone in a deserted place with rats for company. 

b. The night was hot and there was no wind. 

c. It is a third person account. 

d. He couldn't sleep 

 

Question -2 

 

 With such thoughts in my mind, I resumed my seat in the chair in front of the table. There 

were no more sounds from above. Suddenly there came a dull thud as if a rubber tube had 

fallen to the ground... surely nothing to worry about. Even so I thought I would turn around 

and take a look. 

No sooner had I turned than a fat snake wriggled over the back of the chair and landed on my 

shoulder. The snake's landing on me and my turning were simultaneous. 

 

i) The thought in his mind was ........ 



a. about his personality and future plans 

b.  his past 

c. his career 

d. the rats 

e.  

ii) His thought process was broken by when ...... 

a. a fat rat fell upon his shoulder 

b. a fat thief fell upon his shoulder 

c. a fat snake fell upon his shoulder 

d. a fat cat fell upon his shoulder  

 

iii) A sound word and a movement word mentioned in the passage are ...... 

a. resumed / landing 

b. simultaneous/ dull 

c. thud/ wriggle 

d. sound/ fallen 

 

iv) Which two things happened simultaneously? 

a. The snake's landing on him and his turning. 

b. The snake's falling and landing on him.  

c. The snake's landing on him and wriggling.  

d. The snake's wriggling on him and sliding away. 

 

v) The falling of the snake is compared to a ........ 

a. dull thud 

b. a rubber tube falling to the ground  

c. the wriggling of the snake 

d.  a terrible fright 

 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. What circumstances prompted the doctor to live in a small, poor house? 

2. As he looked at himself in the mirror, which two ‘important’ and ‘earth-shaking’ decisions 

did the doctor make? 

3. Why does the doctor remark that the snake was “taken with its own beauty”? 

 

MY CHILDHOOD 

 

Question 1.  

The newspapers now had to be bundled and thrown out from the moving train on the 

Rameswaram Road between Rameswaram and Dhanuskodi. That forced my cousin Samsuddin, 

who distributed newspapers in Rameswarm, to look for a helping hand to catch the bundles and, 



as if naturally, I filled the slot. Samsuddin helped me earn my first wages. Half a century later, I 

can still feel the surge of pride in earning my own money for the first time. 

 

i) Why were newspapers thrown out of the moving train? 

a. For there was a state of emergency due to Second World War 

b. Suspension of train halt at Rameswaram station 

c. both a and b 

d. Rameswaram was completely unaffected by the War 

 

ii) What was narrator’s cousin looking for? 

a. A maid to clean his house 

b. A girl to get married 

c. A helping hand to catch the newspaper bundles at the station 

d. None of these 

 

iii) What made Abdul Kalam feel proud? 

a. His earning money for the first time 

b. His helping others for the first time 

c. His catching newspapers at the station for the first time 

d. All of these 

 

iv) Where did Kalam talk about his childhood? 

a. In his autobiography, Wings of Fire 

b. In his first speech 

c. In his research papers 

d. In his office 

 

v) What did Samsuddin do? 

a. Distributed newspapers in Rameswaram 

b. Helped to collect seeds 

c. Helped getting money 

d. Helped in selling seeds 

 

Question 2.  

The new teacher could not stomach a Hindu priest’s son sitting with a Muslim 

boy. In accordance with our social ranking as the new teacher saw it, I was asked 

to go and sit on the back bench. I felt very sad, and so did Ramanadha Sastry. He 



looked utterly downcast as I shifted to my seat in the last row. The image of him 

weeping when I shifted to the last row left a lasting impression on me. 

 

i) Why did the teacher separate Kalam from his friend? 

a. They were talking in the class 

b. They were not doing their work 

c. They were disturbing the class 

d. Because of his own notion of social ranking, religious discrimination 

 

ii) What is the message of this lesson “My Childhood”? 

a. Mutual trust, peace and harmony are a must for a society to be happy and grow 

dynamically 

b. Live happily 

c. Fight for your rights 

d. Have fire on your wings 

 

 

iii) Why did Kalam feel sad when he was in 5th standard in an elementary school?  

a. He could not go to school because his parents could not afford the fees 

b. Teacher scolded him because he did not do his work 

c. His teacher didn’t let him sit with his Hindu friend in the first row 

because he was a muslim  

d. None 

 

iv) What does the word ‘downcast’ mean? 

a. Dejected 

b. Elated 

c. Ecstatic 

d. Jovial 

 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS  

1. What were the qualities that Abdul Kalam admired in his parents? 

2. How did the Second World War give Abdul Kalam the opportunity to earn his first 

wages? 

3. Who asked Kalam to sit on the back bench of his class? Why? 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REACH FOR THE TOP  

   PART -1  SANTOSH YADAV 

Question 1:  

 "My college semester in Jaipur was to end in April but it ended on the nineteenth of May. And I 

was supposed to be in Uttarkashi on the twenty-first. So, I did not go back home; instead, I 

headed straight for the training. I had to write a letter of apology to my father without whose 

permission I had got myself enrolled at Uttarkashi." 

  

i) Why Santosh had gone to Jaipur? 

a.  To visit the city  

b. To meet relatives 

c. To get college education  

d. To meet her friends 

  

ii) Why was she supposed to be in Uttarkashi?  

a. To attend a seminar 

b. To attend college fest 

c. To visit the town 

d. To attend mountaineering course 

  

iii) Why did Santosh write an apology letter to her father?  

a. For not returning to village 

b. For getting more education 

c. Refusing to get married  

d. For not taking permission 

  



Question 2:  

 During the 1992 Everest mission, Santosh Yadav provided special care to a climber who lay 

dying at the South Col. She was unfortunately unsuccessful in saving him. However, she 

managed to save another climber, Mohan Singh, who would have met with the same fate had she 

not shared her oxygen with him. 

  

i) Santosh Yadav providing special care to a climber who lay dying at the South Col. 

shows that _______ 

a. she is a kind soul. 

b. she knows how to give first aid. 

c. she’s a responsible person. 

d. both (a) and (c) 

ii) The expression “would have met with the same fate” in the passage 

means________________ 

a. Mohan would have survived. 

b. Mohan would have died like the previous climber. 

c. Mohan wouldn’t have completed his mission. 

d. Mohan would have broken a record. 

  

iii) Santosh Yadav saved Mohan by ________________ 

a.  giving him some medicines. 

b.  giving him some advice. 

c. giving him some oxygen. 

d.  giving him some equipment. 

 

PART -2  MARIA SHARAPOVA 

Question 1. 

 Though Maria Sharapova speaks with a pronounced American accent, she proudly parades her 

Russian nationality. Clearing all doubts, she says, “I’m Russian. It’s true that the U.S. is a big 

part of my life. But I have Russian citizenship. My blood is totally Russian. I will play the 

Olympics for Russia if they want me.” 

 

 

i) The meaning of “parades her Russian nationality” is __________________ 

(a) she loves to show her passport 

(b) she loves to speak Russian 



(c) she loves to flaunt her being a Russian 

(d) she loves Moscow 

  

ii) Her love for Russia is evident when she says that___________ 

 (a) she’s got a Russian blood 

 (b) she’s a Russian citizen 

 (c) she wants to represent Russia in the Olympics 

 (d) all of these 

  

iii) How did Sharapova, inspite of being Russian, acquire American accent? 

(a) Since the age of 9, she has been in America.  

(b) She loves America and its accent. 

(c) American accent helps her in Tennis sport. 

(d) Can communicate with others. 

  

Question 2. 

 Like any number of teenaged sensations, Maria Sharapova lists fashion, singing and dancing as 

her hobbies. She loves reading the novels of Arthur Conan Doyle. Her fondness for sophisticated 

evening gowns appears at odds with her love of pancakes with chocolate spread and fizzy orange 

drinks. 

  

 i) Maria is referenced as a teenage sensation because _____________ 

  (a) she achieved superstardom when she was a teenager. 

  (b) she became a star like many others at a young age. 

  (c) she took just four years to reach number one position. 

  (d) all of the above 

  

 ii) The meaning of the word ‘sophisticated’ in the passage is______________ 

  (a) hi-tech 



  (b) fashionable 

  (c) colourful 

  (d) attractive 

    

  iii) What’s common to all teenage sensations? 

   (a) They love fashion. 

   (b) They love music. 

   (c) They are fond of reading. 

   (d) All of these 

 

 KATHMANDU 

  

1. A princess of the Nepalese royal house appears; everyone bows and makes way. By the main 

gate, a party of saffron-clad Westerners struggle for permission to enter. 

  

 i) How is royalty treated in Nepal? 

  (a) No attention 

  (b) Treated as commoners  

  (c) With great regards and attention  

  (d) None of the above 

  

ii) Who struggle for the permission to enter the temple? 

 (a) Some bishop                           (b) Saffron clad Westerners 

  (c) Tourists                                   (d) Some children 

  

iii) Who came to visit the famous Pashupatinath temple? 

 (a) A Minister                                                   (b) Governor 

 (c) Princess of Nepalese royal family                 (d) King of Nepal 

  



2. Small shops stand on its outer edge: many of these are owned by Tibetan immigrants; felt 

bags, Tibetan prints and silver jewellery can be bought here. 

  

 i) Where do the small shops stand? 

 (a) Near the Pashupatinath temple                  (b) Near Buddhist Stupa  

 (c) In the heart of city                                      (d) On the border of India 

  

 ii) Who own these small shops? 

  (a) Nepalese shopkeepers                               (b) Tibetan immigrants  

  (c) Indians     (d) No specific person 

  

  iii) What all is being sold in these small shops? 

   (a) Silver jewellery                                    (b) Felt bags 

   (c) Tibetan prints                                     (d) All of these 

  

 

 

IF I WERE YOU 

Reference to the context: 

1. That’s a lie.  You’re not dealing with a fool.  I’m as smart as you and smarter, and I 

know you run a car.  Better be careful, wise guy! 

i. “A fool” according to the speaker refers to 

__________________. 

a. himself  

b. the listener 

c.  the police 

d. the man on the phone 

          

 

 

ii. The figure of speech in “I’m as smart as you are” is 

________________. 

a. Repetition 

b. Metaphor 



c. Simile 

d. irony 

                  

iii. The word “wise guy” is uttered with a sense of 

_______________. 

a. Irony 

b. Hatred 

c. Humour 

d. compliment 

                   

iv. The author of the play is ________________.  

a. Deborah Cowley 

b. Douglas James 

c. Vikram Seth 

d. Kenneth Anderson 

       

v. The statement “you run a car” means _____________. 

a. you own a car                      

b. you can drive a car 

c. you have a garage             

d. you repair cars 

           

2. You seem to have taken a considerable amount of trouble.  Since you know so much about 

me, won’t you say something about yourself.  You have been so modest.      

 

i. Who is the speaker? 

a. the author                         

b. Gerrard 

c. Intruder                             

d. man on the phone 

               

 

ii. The phrase “a considerable amount of trouble” means the 

listener’s efforts ____________. 

a. to trespass his house                     

b.  to collect information about him 

c. to threaten him                             

d. plan to kill him               

 

iii. The speaker calls the listener modest.  It is said with a touch of 

_____________. 

a. sarcasm                              

b. bit of a compliment 



c. with love                             

d. admiration          

                         

iv. The word ‘considerable’ can be replaced with ____________. 

a. some            

b. much          

c. more      

d. substantial 

 

v. Name the title of the play. 

a. If I were you                                

b. If you were I 

c. You and I                                    

d. You, I and the police                                        

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS: 

1. “This is your big surprise”. Who says these words in the play? What and where? What is 

the surprise? 

2. “You’ll soon stop being smart.” Why did Intruder think that Gerrard was being smart? 

3. Why has the Intruder chosen Gerrard as the man whose identify he wants to take? 

 

 

 

 

  



POEMS 

THE ROAD NOT TAKEN 

Extract based MCQ Questions  

  

Q1. Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,  

And sorry I could not travel both  

And be one traveler, long I stood  

And looked down one as far as I could  

To where it bent in the undergrowth; 

  

i) Where does the poet find himself? 

(a) on the road 

(b) on a bus 

(c) on a muddy road 

(d) on a fork 

 

ii) What does Poet’s long stare at the path signify? 

(a) the time taken by people to decide and making a choice 

(b) poet loves nature 

(c) idling away of time 

(d) relaxation hours 

 

iii)Why was the poet able to travel one road only? 

(a) because he had to walk alone 

(b) because he had no vehicle 

(c) because he was one person 

  

Q2. I shall be telling this with a sigh  

Somewhere ages and ages hence:  

Two roads diverged in a wood, and 

 I took the one less traveled by,  

And that has made all the difference. 

  

i)What does the poet’s decision of taking less travelled road signify? 

(a) poet’s risk taking habit 

(b) arrogance of the poet 

(c) poet’s curiosity 

(d) poet’s negligence 

  

ii)Which thing decides a person’s future according to this poem? 

(a) the path one chooses to walk 

(b) the path one leaves behind 

(c) the regrets 

(d) the success 

  



iii)What does the poem speak about? 

(a) about the plight of roads 

(b) about the people 

(c) about two roads 

(d) about the choices made by people 

  

Short Answer Questions 

  

1.What was the poet’s dilemma in the poem The Road Not Taken? 

2. What is the message of the poem The Road Not Taken? 

3. Why did the poet take the ‘other’ road? Why did the ‘other’ road have a better claim than the 

first road? 

  

 

 

THE WIND 

 

Reference to the context: 

1. He won’t do what you tell him. 

So, come, let’s build strong homes, Let’s joint the doors firmly. 

Practise to firm the body.  Make the heart steadfast. 

 

ii. Why wouldn’t the Wind “do what you tell him”? 

a. He is a tease.                         

b. He is indifferent. 

c. He is callous 

d. He just goes about doing his business. 

iii. The poet advises the readers to ‘firm the body and make the heart steadfast,’ he 

means _____________ . 

a. be strong physically and morally      

b. exercise daily 

c.  build a strong character                     

d. both (i) and (iii) 

 

iv. What does the wind symbolize? 

a. It stands for changes      

b. it symbolizes the highs and lows of life 

c. it is a natural phenomenon            

d. it is a life force 

 

 

v. The name of poet is …………………… . 

a. Subramania Bharati       

b. Deborah Cowley 



c.  Coates Kinney            

d. Phoebe Cary 

     

 

 

vi. The poet advises us to build strong homes and joint the doors firmly because 

_________________ . 

a. wind will destroy the weak ones   

b. wind dosen’t rattle the strong 

c. it’s a destructive force                      

d. all of these 

 

2. Wind, come softly 

Don’t break the shutters of the windows.  Don’t scatter the papers. 

Don’t throw down the books on the shelf. 

There, look what you did—you threw them all down.  You tore the pages of the books. 

You brought rain again. 

 

i. The tone in which the words have been spoken is like speaking ___________. 

a. to an unruly child.                           

b. to someone destructive. 

c. to someone powerful.                       

d. to someone inferior.    

.                              

ii. State whether the following statement is TRUE of FALSE. 

The entire stanza is an example of ‘Personification 

 

iii. The rhyme scheme in the stanza is _____________. 

a.   ABAB                

b.  AABB 

c.  Free verse      

d. ABBC 

 

iv. What did the wind do? 

a. Threw down the books from the books shelf                

b. scattered the papers 

c. came softly and then went away        

d. both (i) & (ii)  

      

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS: 



1. How does the poet describe the wind in the poem ‘Wind’? 

2. What advice does the poet offer the people? Write your answer in the context of the poem, 

‘Wind’. 

 

   

 

RAIN ON THE ROOF 

 

Read the stanza given below carefully and choose the correct option. 

 

Question 1:  

Every tinkle on the shingles 

Has an echo in the heart; 

And a thousand dreamy fanciest 

Into busy being start, 

And a thousand recollections 

Weave their air- threads into woof, 

As I listen to the patter 

Of the rain upon the roof. 

 

 

i. The significance of the first two lines is............. 

a. every drop of rain drops with a tinkle 

b.  the poet loves the rhythmic falling of rain 

c.  each drop resonates with the music and happiness in the poet’s heart 

d. He is irritated with the pitter-patter all night 

 

 

ii. Which one of the option below DOES NOT match with the meaning of ‘into 

busy being start’ 

a. Spark off 

b. Get triggered 

c. Get activated 

d. Trigger off 

 

iii. The literary device in the line”  And a thousand recollections Weave their air- 

threads into woof,” 

a. Simile 



b. Alliteration 

c. Personification 

d. Repetition 

 

   Short Answer Questions 

1. What are the healing powers of rain as described in the poem? 

2. What precise thoughts of his mother does the poet recall at that moment? 

3. “As I list to this refrain” , which kind of refrain us the poet referring to? 

 

THE LAKE ISLE OF INNISFREE 

Extract based MCQ Questions  

 

Question 1.  

I will arise and go now, for always night and day 

I hear the lake water lapping with low sounds by the shore;  

While I stand on the roadway, or on the pavements grey,  

I hear it in the deep heart’s core. 

 

i) What does the poet hear night and day in the core of his heart? 

(a) The sound of the lake water lapping against the shore of Innisfree. 

(b) The cries of his children telling him to come back home. 

(c) The cries of his countrymen to fight for his country  

(d) The cries of birds and animals to come and live with them in the forest. 

 

ii)What does the poet hope to get in Innisfree? 

(a) Peace. 

(b) Wealth. 

(c) Friends. 

(d) Name and fame. 

 

iii)What sounds does the poet hear even when he is away from Innisfree? 

(a) sounds of cars 

(b) noise of the city 

(c) sound of lake water 

(d) All 

 

iv)How did the poet want to live at Innisfree? 

(a) with friends 

(b) with parents 



(c) with siblings and children 

(d) all alone 

 

Question 2.  

I will arise and go now, and go to Innisfree,  

And a small cabin built there, of clay and wattles made: 

Nine bean-rows will I have there, a hive for the honeybee, 

 And live alone in the bee-loud glade. 

 

i)What sounds does Yeats yearned to hear? 

(a) sound of bees 

(b) aeroplanes 

(c) automobiles 

(d) mobile phones 

 

ii)Name the three things that the poet would like to do at Innisfree. 

(a) plant 9 bean trees 

(b) make hives for honey bees 

(c) make a house of clay and wattles 

(d) All 

 

iii)What kind of land is Innisfree? 

(a) stormy and dusty 

(b) peaceful and loving 

(c) very hot and humid 

(d) unfit for human habitation 

 

iv) Name the poet of The Lake Isle of Innisfree’. 

(a) James Kirkup. 

(b) Robert Frost. 

(c) W.B. Yeats. 

(d) Phoebe Cary. 

 

Short Answer Questions 

  

1. Why does the poet want to go to Innisfree?  

2. How is the city life different from the life at the Lake of Innisfree? 

3. Write three things that the poet would like to do when he goes back to Innisfree. 

 

A LEGEND OF NORTHLAND 

Question 1: 



For she said, “My cakes that seem too small 

When I eat of them myself 

Are yet too large to give away. ” 

So she put them on the shelf. 

i. Who is the speaker in these lines? 

Answer: 

The woman is the speaker in these lines. 

ii. When do the cakes seem too small?. 

iii. What kind of cakes did the woman make? 

What did the woman do with her cakes? Why? 

Question 2: 

He came to the door of a cottage In travelling round the earth Where a little woman was making 

cakes And baking them on the hearth. 

i. What was Saint Peter doing ? 

ii. What was the little woman making ? 

iii. What is a hearth ?  

 

 

 

 

Question 3: 

Then Saint Peter grew angry 

For he was hungry and faint ‘ , 

And surely such a woman Was enough to provoke a saint 

i. Why was Saint Peter about to faint ? 

ii. How did the woman provoke Saint Peter ? 

iii. What is the rhyming scheme of the given stanza  

. 

 

 

 

Short Answer Questions 

1. Describe Northland as done by the poet? 



2. What is a ballad? Is this poem a ballad? 

3. Explain: ‘And surely such a woman was enough to provoke a saint.’ Who was the 

lady and how did she provoke the saint? 

4. What is the message of the poem? 

 

 

 

NO MEN ARE FOREIGN 

 

Read the stanza carefully and choose the correct option. 

Question 1 

Let us remember, when we are told 

to hate our brothers, it is ourselves 

That we hate that we shall dispossess, betray, condemn  

 Remember we who take arms against each other. 

 

 

iv. Why does the poet use the word remember twice? 

a. We should remember the faces of our enemies 

b. We should remember the lessons of war 

c. He wants to awaken us to the futility of war 

d. He wants us to keep nurturing our discriminatory attitudes 

 

 

v. ‘Condemn’ means to......... 

a. Attack 

b. Harm 

c. Doom 

d. Strike 

 

 

vi. The figure of speech in “To hate our brothers” 

a. Apostrophe 

b. Metaphor 

c. Alliteration  

d. Imagery 

 

Short Answer Questions 

1.According to the poet all men are our brothers. How? 

2.“Our Hells of fire and dust outrage the innocence of air” Explain. 

3.“We are told to hate our brothers”. How does it affect us? 

 



 

 

 

ON KILLING A TREE 

 

Read the extract carefully and choose the correct option. 

 

Question 1.  

It takes much time to kill a tree 

Not a simple jab of the knife 

Will do it. It has grown 

Slowly consuming the earth, 

 

(i) What does the poet note about killing a tree? 

(a) We need a cleaver to cut a tree.  

(b) A simple cut with a knife won't kill a tree. 

(c) A tree can be cut with a simple jab of a knife. 

(d) A tree can be cut down with a machine. 

 (ii) Why is the task of killing a tree difficult? 

(a) It has deep roots that feed on earth.  

(b) It has shallow roots. 

(c) Its roots are aerial. 

(d) Its roots have swallowed everything. 

 

(iii) What does the poet mean by 'it consumes the earth'? 

(a) A tree and the earth are one.  

(b) The earth swallows the roots. 

(c) A tree feeds on the earth.  

(d) The earth feeds on a tree.  

 

(iv) The meaning of 'jab' is ..... 

(a) scraping 

(b) sudden, rough cut 

(c) vaccination 

(d) precise blow  

 

(v) What is the name of the poet? 

(a) Gieve Patel  

(b) Jeev Patel 

(c) Dev Patel 

(d) Jeet Patel 

 

Question -2 

So hack and chop 



But this alone wont do it. 

Not so much pain will do it. 

The bleeding bark will heal 

And from close to the ground 

Will rise curled green twigs, 

Miniature boughs 

Which if unchecked will expand again 

To former size. 

 

(i) The poet strangely talks of pain because ...... 

(a) he wants to stress that even pain will not kill a tree 

(b) a tree does not feel any pain  

(c) a tree is a stubborn being 

(d) causing pain will make a tree rebound 

 

 (ii) The meaning of bleeding bark is ...... 

(a) the flowing of sap is equated with human blood 

 (b) the 'injured' bark will heal with time  

(c) the sap flows when a tree is jabbed or hacked  

(d) the jabbing and subsequent flowing of the sap have been personified 

 

(iii) 'Green twigs' and 'miniature boughs' represent 

(a) new signs of life  

(b) resilience of a tree 

(c) the tree tries to revive itself before it dies  

(d) both (i) and (ii) 

 

(iv) The meaning of the last two lines is that 

(a) every tree that is cutslowly grows again  

(b) a tree will regain its earlier size if not hacked again  

(c) trees never die 

(d) trees hound human being like spirits 

 

(v) Identify the figure of speech in The bleeding bark will heal'. 

(a) metaphor 

(b) personification 

(c) assonance 

(d) both (i) and (ii) 

 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. What is the theme of the poem On Killing a Tree? 

2. Justify the title of the poem ‘On Killing a Tree’. 

3. How will the “bleeding bark” heal? 

 



A SLUMBER DID MY SPIRIT SEAL 

Question 1 

A slumber did my spirit seal- 

I had no human fears. 

She seemed a thing that could not feel 

The touch of earthly years. 

 

(i) Who does ‘she’ refer to? 

(ii) What could she not feel? 

(iii) Explain “the touch of earthly years” 

(iv) Why does the poet say that his loved one is rolling round in the way of the earth? 

 

Question 2  

             No motion has she now, no force – 

She neither hears nor sees, 

Rolled round in earth’s diurnal course 

With rocks and stones and trees. 

(i) What happened to the poet’s beloved? 

(ii) Where is she now? 

(iii) How does she become an inseparable part of nature? 

(iv) Explain: she is in “earth’s diurnal course with rocks and stones and trees”? 

 

Short Answer Questions 

Q-1-How did Lucy’s death affect the poet? What does it reveal about his attitude towards her? 

Q2-How does the poet reveal that Lucy is dead without using the words ‘death’ or ‘dead’? What 

according to him, has happened to Lucy after her death? 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

MOMENTS 

 

I. THE LOST CHILD 

 

Read the extract and answer the questions that follow: 

Question 1:  

“Will you have a ride on the horse?” he gently asked as he approached the ring. The 

child’s throat tore into a thousand shrill sobs and he only shouted, “I want my 

mother, I want my father!” 

i. Who is ‘he’ in the first line of the extract? 

a. father                 

b.  mother 

c.  a kind man             

d. both (i) & (ii) 

          

 

ii. State whether the following statement is TRUE of FALSE. 

                     He asks for a ride because the child was crying inconsolably for his parents 

iii. Why did the child’s throat ‘tore into a thousand shrill sobs’? 

 

 

iv.  Why did the child shout, “I want my mother, I want my father!”? 

a. he wanted to buy burfi            

b. he wanted to go home 

c. he was feeling insecure           

d. none of the above 

 

v.  “Will you have a ride on the horse?” Here ‘you’ refers to _____________. 

 

 

Question 2:  

His father looked at him red-eyed, in his familiar tyrant’s way. His mother, melted by the 

free spirit of the day was tender and, giving him her finger to hold, said, “Look, child, what 

is before you!” 



 

 

iv.  The father looked red-eyed at the child because _________________ 

a. he was disobeying him            

b.  he wanted to go home 

c. he was lagging behind  

d. he was desperately asking for toys piled up in the stores 

                   

v. Who is a tyrant? Select the correct option 

a. A cruel man 

b. A kind man 

c. A bold man 

d. A week man 

i.1 & 3 

ii.2 & 4 

iii.Only 1 

iv.2,3 and 4 

                 State whether the following statement is TRUE of FALSE. 

               The mood of festivity was the free spirit that made the mother soft-hearted. 

              Select the option that displays the reason why the mother asked the child to look before 

him. 

In order to- 

e. Buy him toys 

f. divert his attention from the toys 

g. accomplish a task 

h. take him home 

    

vi.   Who is the writer of the lesson? 

 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS: 

1. You are taken to a fair by your parents. How will you behave with your parents? 

Explain with reference to the lesson ‘The Lost Child’. 

2.  “A child longs for toys, sweets and other things but not at the cost of his parents.” 

Comment. 

 

II. THE ADVENTURES OF TOTO 

 

Read the extract carefully and choose the correct option. 



 

Question -1 

Grandmother always fussed when Grandfather brought home some new bird or animal. 

So it was decided that Toto's presence should be kept a secret from her until she was in a 

particularly good mood. Grandfather and I put him away in a little closet opening into 

my bedroom wall, where he was tied securely or so we thought to a peg fastened into the 

wall. 

 

i. What was the grandmother's reaction when any animal was brought home? 

a) She would accept it with open arms 

b) She would start playing with it immediately 

c) She would hug that animal and fed it gently with her own hands 

d) She felt disturbed and annoyed when that happened 

 

ii. Where was Toto kept in order to hide it from the grandmother? 

a) In the fields 

b) In the cage 

c) In servants' room 

d) In grandfather's closet  

 

iii. What does the word 'Fastened' mean? 

a) To let loose 

b) Tied 

c) Freed 

d) None of these 

 

iv. Why was Toto hidden in a closet? 

a) Lest he should attack anyone 

b) Lest grandmother should see him 

c) Lest grandfather should see him 

d) All of these 

 

v.Where was Toto tied? 

(a) to a window 

(b) to the authors bedroom 

(c) to a peg in the wall 

(d) to the door 

  

Question -2  

His presence in the house still a secret, Toto was now transferred to a big cage in the 

servants" quarters where a number of Grandfather's pets lived very sociably together - a 

tortoise, a pair of rabbits, a tame squirrel and, for a while, my pet goat. But the monkey 

wouldn't allow any of his companions to sleep at night; so Grandfather, who had to leave 

Dehra Dun next day to collect his pension in Saharanpur, decided to take him along. 

 

i. What other pets did the grandfather have except Toto? 



a) Tortoise 

b) Squirrel 

c) Goat and rabbits 

d) All of these 

 

ii. Who would not let other animals sleep? 

a) Tortoise 

b) Goat 

c) Rabbits 

d) Toto 

 iii. What made the grandfather take Toto along with him? 

a) His nuisance 

b) His problematic nature 

c) His not letting others sleep 

d) All of these 

 

iv. What does the word 'Tame' mean? 

a) Domesticated 

b) Quiet 

c) Subdued 

d) All of these  

 

v. Where had the writer’s Grandfather to go and why? 

(a) To Dehradun to collect his pension. 

(b) To Dehradun to meet an old friend. 

(c) To Saharanpur to collect his pension. 

(d) To Saharanpur to meet an old friend. 

 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. How did Toto manage to escape from the closet? What does this reveal about the monkey? 

2. Why did Grandfather have to pay three rupees to the Ticket-Collector? 

3. Why does the author say that “Toto was not the sort of pet one could keep for long’? 

  

 

 

III. ISWARAN THE STORY TELLER 

 Extract based MCQ Questions  

Question 1. 

The elephant grunted and menacingly swung a branch of a tree which it held in its trunk. 

It stamped its feet, kicking up a lot of mud and dust. It looked frightening. But I moved 

slowly towards it, stick in hand. People were watching the scene hypnotised from nearby 

housetops. The elephant looked at me red-eyed, ready to rush towards me. It lifted its 



trunk and trumpeted loudly. At that moment I moved forward and, mustering all my force, 

whacked its third toenail on the quick. 

 

i)What happened to the elephant when Iswaran hit on the third toenail of the 

elephant? 

(a) grunted loudly and collapsed on the ground 

(b) ran away from the ground 

(c) caught Iswaran in his trunk and threw him 

(d) made friendship with lswaran away 

 

ii)Where did the school boys hide themselves to see the mad elephant? 

(a) on trees 

(b) in their houses 

(c) in their classrooms 

(d) in the Headmaster’s room 

 

iii)Which art helped Iswaran to bring down the beast ? 

(a) boxing 

(b) wrestling 

(c) ju-jitsu 

(d) yoga 

 

iv)From where was Iswaran watching this incident before he came down? 

(a) from a room 

(b)from the cupboard 

(c) from a tree 

(d) from the rooftop 

 

Short Answer Questions 

1.Why has Iswaran been called an asset? Who was he an asset to? 

2. What were the types of stories that Iswaran liked to recount? Why did Mahendra like 

them so much? 

3. Why did Iswaran prepare a special dinner one night? 

 

 

 IN THE KINGDOM OF FOOLS  

Read the extract and answer the questions given below 

 

Question 1: 

 

But the disciple wouldn’t listen to the Guru’s wisdom. He wanted to stay. The Guru 

finally gave up and said, “Do what you want. I’m going,” and left. The disciple 



stayed on, ate his fill everyday- bananas and ghee and rice and wheat, and grew fat 

like a street-side sacred Bull. 

 

 

i. What did the Guru advise his disciple to do? 

a.  to eat more and more 

b. to eat less 

c. to leave the town  

d. to earn more before eating 

 

 

ii. Why did his disciple refuse to leave? 

a. He didn't want to earn 

b. He didn't want to work 

c. He wanted to eat a lot at dirt cheap price 

d. All of these 

 

iii. Which literary device has been used in “fat like a street side sacred bull” 

a. Metaphor 

b. Simile 

c. Alliteration 

d. Both (i) and (ii) 

 

Short Answer Questions 

 

 

1.How does the merchant defend himself? 

2.How does greed land the disciple in trouble? 

3.What qualities in the Guru make him an ideal king? 

 

THE HAPPY PRINCE 

Read the extract and answer the questions 

Question 1-  

“I hope my dress will be ready in time for the State ball,” she said. “I have ordered 

flowers to be embroidered on it, but the seamstresses are so lazy.” 

 

(i)Who is the speaker? Who is she talking to? 

(ii) Who has her dress? Why? 

(iii)Why does she call the seamstresses lazy? 

 (iv) Is she right in considering the seamstresses to be lazy? Give a reason 

 

 

Question 2-  



So they pulled down the statue of the Happy Prince. “As he is no longer beautiful he 

is no longer useful,” said the Art Professor at the University. 

 

(i)Who pulled down the statue of the Happy Prince? Why? 

(ii)Why was the statue no longer beautiful and useful? 

 (iii)Point out the irony in this statement. 

 (iv)What did they do after pulling down the statue? 

 

Short Answer Questions 

1. Why was the bird not able to sleep peacefully that first night? 

2. What are the two most precious things that the Angels find in the city? 

3.Comment on the title of the story. Was the prince really happy? 

 

IV. THE LAST LEAF 

1.  "Oh, that's nonsense", replied Sue. "What have old Ivy leaves to do with your getting well? 

The doctor is confident that you will get better" Johnsy did not say anything. Sue went and 

brought her a bowl of soup. 

i) What 'nonsense' is referred in the extract?  

(a) The belief of Johnsy that she would die any time.  

(b) The belief of Johnsy that she would meet with an accident. 

(c) The belief of Johnsy that she would die as soon as the last leaf of the Ivy creeper would fall. 

 (d) The belief of Johnsy that she would die as soon as Behrman paints a leaf. 

 

ii) Johnsy was suffering from _________________. 

(a) pneumonia      (b) malaria           (c) a headache           (d) stomach pain 

 

iii). Find a word from the extract that means 'sure’. 

   (a) Confident    (b) Well       (c) Certain      (d) Likely Certain 

 

2. Then they found a ladder and a lantern still lighted lying near his bed. There were also 

some brushes and green and yellow paints on the floor near the ladder. 

  

  i) Who are 'they' in the extract?  

   (a) Sue and Johnsy 

   (b) Sue and her doctor 

   (c) Johnsy and the doctor  

   (d) Johnsy and her neighbour 

 

  ii) What did 'he' do with the brushes and paints? 

   (a) ‘He' painted a tree using the brushes and the paints  

   (b) ‘He' painted Sue's photo using the brush and the paints 

   (c) ‘He' painted a flower using the brushes and the paints  



   (d) ‘He' painted a leaf using the brushes and the paints 

 

  iii) Complete the analogy by selecting the suitable word from the text. 

        found: lost :: far:____________ 

       (a) still  

       (b) near  

       (c) some 

       (d) floor 

       

        

 

A HOUSE IS NOT A HOME 

Extract based MCQ Questions  

Question 1.  

One Sunday afternoon, not long after I had started high school, I was sitting at home at our 

dining-room table doing homework. It was a cold and windy fall day, and we had a fire going in 

our fireplace. As usual, my red tabby cat was lying on top of all my papers, purring loudly and 

occasionally swatting at my pen for entertainment’s sake. 

i)Where did the author run when the fire broke out? 

(a) to his neighbour’s house 

(b) to his grandparents 

(c) on the roof 

(d) all 

ii)What did Zan notice while doing his homework? 

(a) cat was jumping 

(b) cat was sleeping 

(c) smoke pouring through the ceiling 

(d) None 

iii)What was Zan doing when fire broke out? 

(a) was playing 

(b) was in neighbour’s house 

(c) was sleeping 

(d) was doing homework 

Question 2.  

Five hours later, the fire was finally out. Our house was almost completely burned down. But 

then it struck me ... I hadn’t seen my cat. Where was my cat? Much to my horror, I realised 

that she was nowhere to be found. Then all at once it hit me — the new school, the fire, my 

cat — I broke down in tears and cried and cried. I was suffering loss, big time. The firemen 

wouldn’t let us go back into the house that night. It was still too dangerous. 



 

i)Where did the author and his mother spend their night on the fire accident? 

(a) in the house of grandparents 

(b) in the house of neighbours 

(c) in the fire brigade building 

(d) in the author’s school 

 

ii)How long did it take to blow out the fire? 

(a) two hours 

(b) three hours 

(c) four hours 

(d) five hours 

 

iii)What is most precious according to this lesson? 

(a) a well furnished house 

(b) bond of love and care amongst the members of a family 

(c) a house 

(d) None 

 

Short Answer Questions 

1. Why did the writer’s mother run back into the burning house? 

2. How was the writer’s mother rescued from the burning house? 

3. Why did the writer feel awkward during her first year of high school? 

 

 

THE BEGGAR 

 

i. What was Lushkoff in his earlier life? 

(a) a village school teacher 

(b) a student 

(c) a Russian choir singer 

(d) none of the above 

ii. What was the name of the beggar? 

(a) Olga 

(b) Lushkoff 

(c) Sergei 

(d) none of the above  

 



iii. Where did Sergei meet Lushkoff after two years? 

(a) in his house 

(b) in his maid’s house 

(c) outside a theatre 

(d) none 

 

iv. What was Lushkoff doing before begging? 

(a) dancing 

(b) singing 

(c) teaching 

(d) none 

 

v. Why did Lushkoff agree to work for Sergai? 

(a) Sergei trapped him 

(b) because he was feeling ashamed 

(c) because of his own pride 

(d) all 

 

vi. How did Olga help the beggar? 

(a) by giving him food 

(b) giving him medicine 

(c) by chopping wood for him 

(d) none 

 

vii. Why was Lushkoff removed from the choir? 

(a) due to his weakness 

(b) due to his drunkenness 

(c) weak body 

(d) poor health 

 

viii. How much did money Sergei pay to the beggar for cutting wood? 

(a) half a rouble 

(b) 40 Copecks 

(c) 35 Copecks 

(d) 25 Copecks 

 

ix. What did Sergei give to the beggar? 

(a) food 

(b) milk 

(c) work to chop the wood 

(d) none 

 

x. Who was Sergei? 

(a) an advocate 

(b) a teacher 



(c) a lecturer 

(d) none 

 

xi. What is the theme of the lesson? 

(a) be kind 

(b) don’t be kind 

(c) kindness can transform anyone for the better 

(d) all 

 

xii. How was the beggar earning money? 

(a) by telling false stories 

(b) by telling lies 

(c) by rousing sympathy in the listeners 

(d) all of the above 

 

Read the extract and answer the questions that follow 

 

Question 1-  

Pleased at having put a man on the right path, Sergei tapped Lushkoff kindly on the 

shoulder and even gave him his hand at parting. Lushkoff took the letter, and from that 

day forth came no more to the yard for work. 

  

i. What was Lushkoff’s path before Sergei put him on the right one?  

ii. Why did Sergei tap Lushkoff’s shoulder and shook hands with him? 

iii. What letter did Lushkoff get from Sergei? Why? 

iv. Why didn’t Lushkoff return to the yard after that day? 

 

 Question 2-  

“This is dishonesty, my dear sir!” he cried angrily. “This is swindling -I shall send the 

police for you, damn you!” 

 

i. Who speaks these lines to whom? 

ii. Why was the speaker angry? 

iii. What, according to the speaker, was ‘dishonesty’ and ‘swindling’? 

iv. Why did the speaker threaten to send the police for the listener? 

  

 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS  

 

1.Has Lushkoff become a beggar by circumstance or by choice? What reasons does he give 

Sergei for lying? 



2. During their conversation, Lushkoff reveals that Sergei’s cook is responsible for the 

positive change in him. How did Olga save Lushkoff? 

 

 

GRAMMAR  

 

Complete the sentences with a modal verb 

 
(CAN - CAN'T – CAN'T HAVE - COULD – COULD HAVE - DON'T HAVE – HAD BETTER – MIGHT - MUST – MUST 

HAVE - MUSTN'T – NEED - OUGHT – SHOULDN'T) 

 

1. You ___________________ be exhausted after your long trip. Come in and 

have a drink.  

2. John ___________________ taken your car keys. He hasn't even left the house.  

3. I won't go out this afternoon because the weather forecast is not very good, and I 

___________________ get wet.  

4. You ___________________ to apply for the job yet. You can do it later this 

week. 

 5. I ___________________ left my wallet in the car. I can't find it anywhere. 

 6. That ___________________ be Jake. It's impossible. He said he was going to 

Spain. 

 7. You ___________________ step into the headmaster's office without 

permission. 

 8. Tell your sister she ___________________ stay the night here if she wants to. 

 9. You have already drunken a glass of wine. You _____________ not drive. Let 

me.  

10.You ___________________ see the Eiffel Tower and the Louvre when you go 

to Paris. 

 

Determiners 

 
Complete the sentences given below with the suitable determiners given in 

brackets. 

1. Meg used ___ sketch pens to complete her project. (this/these) 

2. I had ___ rice today. (enough/all) 

3. ___ picture was painted by Picasso. (that/those) 

4. The book belongs to ___. (her/hers) 

5. Can you give me ___ notebook? (the/an) 

6. Sam stood ____ in the class. (first/one) 



7. Mave is ___ honest man. (a/an) 

8. ___ students were called to the principal’s office. (any/some) 

9. Do you know ___ scarf this is? (whose/their) 

10. ___ Qutub Minar belongs to the Sultanate Period in India. (an/the) 

11. __ box of chocolates belongs to Rachel. (these/that) 

12. Is there ___ food left in the fridge? (many/any) 

13. Can I get ___ hot bowl of soup? (a/an) 

14. There aren’t ___ boys in the park. (some/any) 

15. Freya got ___ beautiful souvenir from Paris. (a/an) 

 

Subject Verb Agreement 

Q1. The teacher ____________ completed this chapter. 

A. have 

B. has 

C. is 

D. are 

Q2. Ram and Shyam __________ business partners. 

A. have 

B. has 

C. are 

D. had 

Q3. She ___________ her office by 9 a.m. daily. 

A. reach 

B. reaches 

C. reached 

D. reaching 

Q4. Rahul and his friends ___________ also invited to the party. 

A. is 

B. was 

C. had 

D. were 

Q5. Neither you nor your sister should ___________ to them. 

A. talk 

B. talks 

C. talked 

D. talking 

Q6. Twenty years _________ the minimum age to fill this form. 



A. are 

B. is 

C. has 

D. have 

Q7. A bouquet of flowers ___________ required for the event. 

A. are 

B. have 

C. has 

D. is 

Q8. A pair of socks ___________ been missing from my wardrobe. 

A. have 

B. has 

C. were 

D. is 

Q9. Much ____________ been said in the news reports. 

A. were 

B. have 

C. has 

D. was 

Q10. The information provided to you ___________ wrong. 

A. were 

B. was 

C. are 

D. have been 

 

TENSES 

 

Q1. I __________ working all afternoon and have just finished the assignment. 

A have been 

B had been 

C shall be 

D am 

Q2. Rohan __________ the movie before he read the review. 

A watches 

B have watched 

C had watched 

D was watching 

Q3. He __________ in the States but he still does not have a command over 

the English language. 

A have been living 



B has been living 

C have lived 

D living 

Q4. By the next month, we shall __________ the project. 

A has completed 

B completing 

C completed 

D have completed 

  

Q5. Every boy and girl __________ in the class today. 

A are present 

B is present 

C have present 

D had present 

Q6. He __________ daily for a year now. 

A exercises 

B was exercising 

C has been exercising 

D have been exercising 

Q7. I __________ this book since morning. 

A had been reading 

B has been reading 

C have had read 

D shall be reading 

Q8. The quality of products __________ over time. 

A are degrading 

B has been degrading 

C have degrading 

D were degraded 

Q9. The news __________ not updated timely. 

A were 

B have 

C is 

D are 

 

Q10. Choose the correct sentence. 

A When I woke up, he has already eaten breakfast. 

B When I woke up, he had already eaten breakfast. 

C When I had woken up, he had already ate breakfast. 

D When I had woken up, he has already ate breakfast. 



 

 

Reported speech  

 

Read the dialogue given below and then complete the passage that follows.  

Question 1.  

Interviewer: So, why do you want to be a computer programmer?  

Ravi: Well, I have always been interested in computers.  

Interviewer: I see. Do you have any experience?  

Ravi: No, but I’m a fast learner.  

Interviewer: What kind of a computer do you use?  

Ravi: Computer? Uhm, let me see. I can use a Mac. I also used Windows 10 once.  

Interviewer: That’s good. 

 

 Ravi recently attended an interview for the selection of a computer programmer. 

At the interview, he was asked  

(a) ……………………….. To this question he replied that he wanted to change his 

job because (b) ……………………….. When the interviewer asked him (e) 

………………………. he replied that he (d) ……………………….. Finally, the 

interviewer wanted to know (e) ………………………. . Ravi replied that he could 

use a Mac and had also used Windows 10 once in the past. The interviewer seemed 

to be pleased with his answers.  

 

Question 2.  

Manu: Where are you going to?  

Annu: I am going to the market. Do you want anything?  

 

Manu asked Annu(a)…………………… Annu replied (b) …….. and she further 

asked  

(c) ……………………  

 

Question 3.  

Sunita: Tomorrow is your birthday, what do you want as a gift?  

Neetu: That is a lovely thought but I don’t want anything.  

Sunita asked Neetu since the next day was her birthday, (a)…………………… 

Neetu replied that (b) ……… but (c) ………………….. .  

 

Question 4.  

Gardener: Did you water the plant today?  



Dev: No, but I will, today. 

Gardener: Then tomorrow I will get a sapling of sunflower.  

The Gardener asked Dev (a) …………………… Dev replied negatively but (b) 

…………………… Then the gardener said that (c) ………………….. . 

 

DIARY WRITING 

1.You recently visited the 24th Crafts Mela at Suraj Kund, Faridabad. It was Mini India 

assembled at one place. Using the hints, make a diary entry of what you saw and experienced 

there. 

2. You paid a visit to an ‘Old Home’ with other N.S.S. Volunteers. Using the hints given below 

together with your own ideas, make a diary entry of what you saw and experienced there. 

Hints: • Old home • Mostly senior citizens above 60 • Peaceful surroundings • Spacious • Clean 

rooms and baths • Regular Medical check-ups • a good library • Means of recreation • A home 

away from home. 

3. While going home you came across many children on the roads at crossroads with begging 

bowls in their hands. Your are shocked and disgusted at this unflattering picture of a country 

which boasts of being a major economy in the world. Record your experience in your diary. 

4. Taking help from the information given below make a diary entry describing how you became 

a perfect swimmer. 

Hints: • At the NDMC swimming pool • suddenly a sturdy and muscular boy came • he mocked 

me saying “Hey skinny!” • before I could react • was thrown into the pond • the deeper end • at 

the bottom • didn’t know how to swim • my hands and legs paralysed • found myself lying at the 

side • decided to be a perfect swimmer • employed a trainer • made me work for hours in the 

pool taught me inhaling and exhaling • my hard work was rewarded • I had become a perfect 

swimmer. 

5. You spent a week with your friend in his village ‘Kovlam’, near the famous beach of the same 

name. Taking help from the information given below and inventing your own details, make a 

diary entry of what you saw and experienced in ‘God’s Own Country’. 

Hints: • Kerala • God’s Own Country • invited by my friend to spend a week in Kerala • 

Christmas holidays • Kovlam village • near the famous beach • sea and surf • lush green 

surroundings • coconuts and palms • sprawling paddy fields, fishing a memorable stay. 

Story Writing 

1.Aradhna started writing a story of ‘Two Boys in a Jungle’. Due to the pressure of heavy 

engagements, she gave up, after writing a line or so. Taking help from the input given 



below and basing on the introduction Aradhna made, develop a complete story. 

Veeru and Karim were young Keralites. Next week their school was going to organise a camp 

near a forest in Ponmuddy … 

Outline: Went out to explore forest…. lost the way…….. away from the camp…….. cries of 

animals…… heard “thump-thump” sound……. a large elephant……. trumpted angrily ……. 

came towards them……… a balloon……. started blowing…….. big balloon……. hit hard with 

hand…… “bang-bang”…….. loud noise……. elephant turned away……. saved. 

2.Sneha wanted to write a story but could not go beyond a line or two. Taking help from 

,the information given below along with the lines Sneha wrote a complete story. 

Mr. Aggarwal was a very wealthy businessman. One day he was alone sitting at his dining table 

when… 

Outline: Thief entered…….. Mr. Aggarwal thanked……… to give company……. birthday 

……. gave him good food and drinks…….. gave a purse full of silver coins………… years 

passed by……. fortunes changed…….. business was ruined……… Mr. Aggarwal became 

poor……. 50th birthday……….. alone……. no food………. no drinks…….. bell rang …….. a 

man emerged…….. recognised…….. the old thief…….. came with fruits, sweets and drinks and 

a bag full of money 

3.Renuka started writing a short story. However, due to an unavoidable reason, she had to 

give it up after writing a few lines. Taking help from the beginning Renuka made, write a 

complete story. 

Raghu and Raj were two friends and neighbours. Raghu had a servant named Ramu. The name 

of Raj’s servant was Shammu … 

4.Taking help from the information given below and inventing your own ideas, write a 

story on ‘Alyosha’. 

Outline: Young Alyosha….. weak and thin……. father placed him with a merchant……..did 

everything as required……… never set eyes on his wages…….. his father grabbed all his 

wages…….. Cook Ustinia watched him…….. took interest in him…….. she was ready to marry 

Alyosha ……. But the master and his wife didn’t want married servants………… Alyosha’s 

father forbade him…….. Alyosha consented……… one day fell from the roof ……. priest was 

called………. Alyosha thanked Ustinia for being kind to him……. died. 

5.Taking help from the information given below, write a short story ‘Where there is Love, 

there is God’. You can invent your own details. 

Outline: Martin……. a cobbler…….. his son died……… no interest in life……. a religious man 

reminded that Martin couldn’t judge God’s ways……. heard a voice……… “Martin! Look out 

in the street tomorrow, for I shall come”…….. next morning an old man stood shivering in 

cold…… Martin invited him inside……. offered tea……. no one came…….. next morning a 

poor woman stood with a baby in arms….. Martin gave her his bed…….. food and cabbage 

soup….. Martin kept on waiting but no one came…….. in dream……… first saw file old 



man……. then the woman with the child ………. Martin crossed himself………the Lord had 

really come to him. 

Descriptive Paragraph On an Event 

Q1. MMD School, Nashik, recently organised a science symposium on the topic: ‘Effect of pollution on 

quality of life’. You are Amit/Amita Raazdan. Write a paragraph on the event for your school magazine. 

(120 – 150 words) 

Q2. You are Karan/ Kirti of L.M. Memorial Public School, Dwarka. Your school has adopted a village 

as a social responsibility. Students are being taken to teach the children of that village on a regular basis. 

Write a paragraph on the event organized there in 120 – 150 words. 

Q3. Cultural Society Sunshine Public School, Nellore organised an adult literacy camp in its 

neighbourhood. Write a paragraph on the event organized there in 120 – 150 words. You are P.V. 

Sunitha, Secretary. 

 Use the following clues: no. of volunteers – hours spent in teaching – location of the class – chairs, 

blackboards – no. of people attending the camp – benefit. 

Q4. Republic Day was celebrated in your school. Write a report on the function in 120 – 150 words 

describing all the activities that took place. You are Head boy/Head girl. 

Descriptive Paragraph On A person 

 

1.Write a descriptive paragraph on Sunil Gavaskar 

Hints: Place of birth: Mumbai – Nationality: Indian – Duration of test career: 17 

years – No. of tests played: 125 – No. of test centuries: 34 – Total test score: 10,122. 

2.Write a descriptive paragraph on Rabindranath Tagore 

 

Hints: Place of birth: Jorasanko in Kolkata – Date of birth: 7 May 1861 – Early 

education: No regular school education, gained knowledge in Bengali, Sanskrit, and 

English under the guidance of efficient tutors – Versatile genius: A poet, dramatist, a 
composer of songs, a writer of short stories, a novelist, a critic, an essayist and a painter 

– Some of his best works: Gitanjali, Sonar Tari, Kheya, Kalpana, Balaka, etc. – Awards: 

Nobel Prize in 1913 for the English rendering of Gitanjali – Contributions to the field 

of education: Established a school at Shantiniketan and afterwards founded Visva-

Bharati. 
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