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FIRST FLIGHT  

1.LETTER TO GOD  

SHORT ANSWERS  

What objects did Lencho call “New coins”? 
Where was Lencho’s house located? 
What could be seen from Lencho’s house? 
What did the earth need? Why did Lencho keep gazing at the sky? 
When did it start raining?How did Lencho feel when it started raining? 
Was the rain really a blessing? What destroyed the crop? 
How did Lencho and his family react to the calamity? 
What was the only ‘One hope’ Lencho bad? 
How did Lencho appeal to God? 
How did postmaster react seeing Lencho’s letter? 
How did the postmaster react on reading Lencho’s letter. 
What was the reaction of Lencho after receiving lesser amount of money? 
What was Leneho’s pride and possession? 
Bring out Lencho’s immense faith in God. 

LONG ANSWERS  
How was Lencho’s crop destroyed? How did he ask God for help? 
OR 
How did the hailstones affect Lencho’s field? What was Lencho’s only hope? 
“I wish I had the faith of the man who wrote this letter.” In the light of this statement 
describe Lencho’s character.As the postmaster, write how you felt when Lencho 
accused you and your men of stealing money. Comment.Why did Lencho write a 
letter to God?What did the postmaster need to answer the letter? How did he collect 
it? How did Lencho react to the help? 
OR 
How did post office employees help Lencho? How did Lencho react to their help? 
How do you think the postmaster felt when he received Lencho’s second letter? What 
do you think he did?If you had been Lencho, and this incident would have happened 
with you, what would have you done? Describe your feelings in simple words. 
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Who does Lencho have complete faith in? Which sentences in the story tell you 
this?Who does Lencho think has taken the rest of the money? What is the irony in the 
situation? (Remember that the irony of a situation is an unexpected aspect of it. An 
ironic situation is strange or amusing because it is the opposite of what is expected?) 
Are there people like Lencho in the real world? What kind of a person would you say 
he is?  You may select appropriate words from the box to answer the question. 
greedy, naive, stupid, ungrateful, selfish, comical, Unquestioning. 
There are two kinds of conflicts in the story: between humans and nature, and 
between humans themselves. How are these conflicts illustrated? 

ANNOTATIONS  

The house—the only one in the entire valley—sat on the crest of a low hill. From this 
height one could see the river and the field of ripe com dotted with the flowers that 
always promised a good harvest. The only thing the earth needed was, a downpour or 
at least a shower. Throughout the morning Lencho— who knew his fields 
intimately—had done nothing else but see the sky towards the north-east. “Now 
we’re really going to get some water, woman.” The woman who was preparing 
supper, replied, “Yes, God willing”. 
(i) Where was the house located? 
(ii) What did the field of com dotted with flowers promise? 
(iii) What did the earth need? 
 

“It’s really getting bad now,” exclaimed the man. “I hope it passes quickly. “It did 
not pass quickly. For an hour the hail rained on the house, the garden, the hillside, 
the cornfield, on the whole valley. The field was white, as if covered with salt. Not a 
leaf remained on the trees. The com was totally destroyed. The flowers were gone 
from the plants. Lencho’s soul was filled with sadness. When the storm had passed, 
he stood in the middle of the field and said to his sons, “A plague of locusts would 
have left more than this. The hail has left nothing. This year we will have no com.” 
(i) What was really getting bad? 
(ii) Why did he wish for it to pass quickly? 
(iii) Why will they have no com that year? 
(iv) Why was Lencho’s soul filled with sadness? 

All through the night, Lencho thought only of his one hope: the help of God, whose 
eyes, as he had been instructed, see everything, even what is deep in one’s 
conscience. Lencho was an ox of a man, working like an animal in the fields, but still 
he knew how to write. The following Sunday, at daybreak, he began to write a letter  
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which he himself would carry to town and place in the mail. It was nothing less than 
a letter to God.“God,” he wrote, “if you don’t help me, my family and I will go 
hungry this year. I need a hundred pesos in order to sow my fields again and to live 
until the crop comes, because the hailstorm…” 
(i) What did Lencho think of all through the night? 
(ii) Which sentence shows that Lencho was a hardworking farmer? 
(iii) What did Lencho decide to do? 
(iv) What did he ask God to do for him? 

The following Sunday Lencho came a bit earlier than usual to ask if there was a letter 
for him. It was the postman himself who handed the letter to him while the 
postmaster, experiencing the contentment of a man who has performed a good deed, 
looked on from his office. Lencho showed not the slightest surprise on seeing the 
money; such was his confidence—but he became angry when he counted the money. 
God could not have, made a mistake, nor could he have denied Lencho what he had 
requested. 
(i) Why did Lencho come to the post office? 
(ii) Why was the postmaster happy and content? 
(iii) Why did Lencho show no surprise on seeing the money? 
(iv) Why did Lencho get angry? 

Immediately, Lencho went up to the window to ask for paper and ink. On the public 
writing-table, he started to write, with much wrinkling of his brow, caused by the 
effort he had to make to express his ideas. When he finished, he went to the window 
to buy a stamp which he licked and then affixed to the envelope with a blow of his 
fist. The moment the letter fell into the mailbox the postmaster went to open it. It 
said: “God: Of the money that I asked for, only seventy pesos reached me. Send me 
the rest, since I need it very much. But don’t send it to me through the mail because 
the post office employees are a bunch of crooks. Lencho.” 
(i) Why did Lencho go up to the window? 
(ii) What made Lencho angry? What did he think? 
(iii) Why did Lencho ask God not to send money by post? 
(iv) What did Lencho call the employees of the post office? 
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2. A LONG WALK TO FREEDOM – NELSON MANDELA  

SHORT ANSWERS  

Where did the ceremonies take place ? Can you name any public buildings in India 

that are made of sandstones? 

Can you say how 10th May is an ‘autumn day’ in South Africa? 

At the beginning of his speech, Mandela mentions “an extraordinary human 

disaster”. What does he mean by this? What is the “glorious human achievement” he 

speaks of at the end? 

What does Mandela thank the international leaders for ? 

What ideals does Nelson Mandela set for the future of South Africa? 

What did the military generals do ? How did their attitude change and why? 

Why were two national anthems sung? 

What did Mandela think about the oppressor and the oppressed? 

What are the ‘twin obligations’ referred to by Nelson Mandela? 

Could a man. according to Mandela, fulfil these twin obligations in a country like 

South Africa? 

What promises did Mandela make to his people in the oath-taking speech? 

LONG ANSWERS  

Discuss the scene of the inauguration ceremony? Who took oath in the ceremony? 

Why is the inauguration called a historic occasion for South Africa? 

What were Mandela’s opinions about the first and last decades of the twentieth 

century? 

Why does he say on the day of the inauguration that he was overwhelmed with a 

sense of history?  

What does Mandela think about the patriots? Can they be repaid? 

What ideas does Mandela have about courage, love and hate? 
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What ideas did we get about freedom, the oppressor and the oppressed from this 

lesson? How did Nelson Mandela get hunger for freedom? 

What differences came in Mandela’s opinion about the meaning of freedom, when he 

was a little boy and w hen he became young? 

“I was not born with a hunger to be free.” What was the result of his hunger for 

freedom? 

Why did such a large number of international leaders attend the inauguration? What 

did it signify the triumph of? 

How did Mandela’s understanding of freedom change with age and experience? 

How did Mandela’s ‘hunger for freedom’ change his life? 

ANNOTATIONS  

TENTH May dawned bright and clear. For the past few days I had been pleasantly 

besieged by dignitaries and world leaders who were coming to pay their respects 

before the inauguration. The inauguration would be the largest gathering ever of 

international leaders on South African soil. The ceremonies took place in the lovely 

sandstone amphitheatre formed by the Union Buildings in Pretoria. For decades this 

had been the seat of white supremacy, and now it was the site of a rainbow gathering 

of different colours and nations for the installation of South Africa’s first democratic, 

non- racial government. 

(i) Who is T in the passage? 

(ii) Where did the ceremony take place? 

(iii) Why did the dignitaries and leaders come there? 

(iv) Where was the occasion? 

On that lovely autumn day I was accompanied by my daughter Zenani. On the 

podium. Mr de Klerk was first sworn in as the second deputy president. Then Thabo 

Mbeki was sworn in as the first deputy president. When it was my turn, I pledged to 

obey and uphold the Constitution and to devote myself to the well-being of the 

Republic and its people. To the assembled guests and the watching world, I said: 

Today, all of us do, by our presence here… confer glory and hope to newborn liberty. 

Out of the experience of an extraordinary human disaster that lasted too long, must 

be bom a society of which all humanity will be proud. 

(i) Who is Zenani? 

(ii) Who was sworn in as the first deputy president? 

(iii) Who was sworn in as the second deputy president? 
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(iv) What was the pledge taken by Mandela ? 

We, who were outlaws not so long ago, have today been given the rare privilege to be 

the host to the nations of the world on our own soil. We thank all of our 

distinguished international guests for having come to take possession with the 

people of our country of what is, after all, a common victory for justice, for peace, for 

human dignity. We have, at last, achieved our political emancipation. We pledge 

ourselves to liberate all our people from the continuing bondage of poverty, 

deprivation, suffering, gender and other discrimination. Never, never, and never 

again shall it be that this beautiful land will again experience the oppression of one 

by another. The sun shall never set on so glorious a human achievement. Let freedom 

reign. God bless Africa! 

(i) Who does ‘we’ refer in the first line of the passage? 

(ii) What is the privilege that has been explained here? 

(iii) What did the people of South Africa achieve at last? 

(iv) The word ‘bondage’ means in the passage. 

The day was symbolised for me by the playing of our two national anthems, and the 

vision of whites singing ‘Nkosi Sikelel – iAfrika’ and blacks singing ‘Die Stem’, the 

old anthem of the Republic. Although that day neither group knew the lyrics of the 

anthem they once despised, they would soon know the words by heart. On the day of 

the inauguration, I was overwhelmed with a sense of history. In the first decade of 

the twentieth century, a few years after the bitter Anglo-Boer war and before my own 

birth, the white-skinned people of South Africa patched up their differences and 

erected a system of racial domination against the dark-skinned people of their own 

land. 

(i) How was the day symbolised? 

(ii) What was the national anthem for the blacks? 

(iii) What was specific about that system? 

(iv) – How was the new system different? 

The structure they created formed the basis of one of the harshest, most inhumane, 

societies the world has ever known. Now, in the last decade of the twentieth century, 

and my own eighth decade as a man, that system had, been overturned forever and 

replaced by one that recognised the rights and freedoms of all peoples, regardless of 

the colour of their skin. That day had come about through the unimaginable 

sacrifices of thousands of my people, people whose suffering and courage can never 

be counted or repaid. I felt that day, as I have on so many other days, that I was 

simply the sum of all those African patriots who had gone before me. That long and 

noble line ended and now began again with me. I was pained that I was not able to  
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thank them and that they were not able to see what their sacrifices had brought. 

 

(i) What type of structure had they created? 

(ii) What did they talk about the people? 

(iii) Why did ‘he’ remember the African patriots? 

(iv) Why was ‘he’ pained? 

The policy of apartheid created a deep and lasting wound in my country and my 

people. All of us will spend many years, if not generations, recovering from that 

profound hurt. But the decades of oppression and brutality had another, unintended, 

effect, and that was that it produced the Oliver Tambos, the Walter Sisulus, the Chief 

Luthulis, the Yusuf Dadoos, the Bram Fischers, the Robert Sobukwes of our time—

men of such extraordinary courage, wisdom and generosity that their like may never 

be known again. Perhaps it requires such depths of oppression to create such heights 

of character. My country is rich in the minerals and gems that lie beneath its soil, but 

I have always known that its greatest wealth is its people, finer and truer than the 

purest diamonds. 

(i) What did the policy of apartheid create? 

(ii) What is the greatest wealth of the narrator’s country? 

(iii) What was the unintended effect of this policy? 

(iv) Name some of the men of extraordinary courage? 

I was not born with a hunger to be free. I was born free—free in every way that I 
could know. Free to run in the fields near my mother’s hut, free to swim in the clear 
stream that ran through my village, free to roast mealies under the stars and ride the 
broad backs of slow-moving bulls. As long as I obeyed my father and abided by the 
customs of my tribe, I was not troubled by the laws of man or God. It was only when 
I began to learn that my boyhood freedom was an illusion, when I discovered as a 
young man that my freedom had already been taken from me, that I began to hunger 
for it. At first, as a student, I wanted freedom only for myself, the transitory freedoms 
of being able to stay out at night, read what I pleased and go where I chose. Later, as 
a young man in Johannesburg, I yearned for the basic and honourable freedoms of 
achieving my potential, of earning my keep, of marrying and having a family—the 
freedom not to be obstructed in a lawful life. 
(i) In what ways was Mandela free? 
(ii) What kind of freedom did Mandela yearn for as a man? 
(iii) What did he want as a student? 
(iv) What did he learn? 
Answer: 
(i) Mandela was free to run in the fields, to swim in the stream, free to roast mealies 
and ride the broad sucks of slow-moving bulls. 
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(ii) Mandela yearned for the basic and honourable freedom of achieving his potential 
of earning his life. 
(iii) He wanted, as a student, freedom for himself, the freedom of being able to stay 
out at night, read what he wanted and go out where he chose. 
(iv) He learnt that his boyhood freedom was an illusion. 

TWO STORIES ABOUT FLYING  

FIRST FLIGHT  

SHORT ANSWERS  

Why was the young seagull afraid to fly? 

How were Seagull’s parents helping his brothers and sister for “perfecting them in 

the art of flight”? 

Why- could the young seagull not reach his parents without flying? 

What was his family doing on the plateau when seagull failed to draw their 

attention? 

“But he kept calling plaintively, and after a minute or so he uttered a joyful scream.” 

Why did the young seagull utter a joyful scream? 

How did the young seagull start flying? 

When did the seagull’s flight begin? Where did it end? 

How did the seagull get over his fear of the water? 

How did the seagull express his excitement when he saw his mother bringing food 

for him? 

LONG ANSWERS  

Why was the young seagull left alone in the ledge by his family? 

How do you find the seagulls in the beginning and at the end of the lesson? 

What methods were used by the seagull’s family to help him overcome his fear of 

flying? 

Do you think hunger was a good motivation for the young seagull in his first flight? 

Comment. 

Fear and lack of confidence stop one from learning new things. Do you agree? How  
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did these two traits of the young seagull make him coward? How did he overcome 

these shortcomings. 

Then he completely forgot that he had not always been able to fly.” Comment on the 

young seagull’s first flight in light of this statement. 

“Mother is the first teacher”. Do you agree with this statement? Explain with 

reference to the young seagull. 

Look at the story from a human’s perspective. Do you think that the young seagull’s 

fear was justified? What would you have done in case it was you in the seagull’s 

place? 

ANNOTATIONS 

The young seagull was alone on his ledge. His two brothers and his sister had 
already flown away the day before. He had been afraid to fly with them. Somehow 
when he had taken a little run forward to the brink of the ledge and attempted to flap 
his wings he became afraid. The great expanse of sea stretched down beneath, and it 
was such a long way down – miles down. He felt certain that his wings would never 
support him; so he bent his head and ran away back to the little hole under the ledge 
where he slept at night. Even when each of his brothers and his little sister, whose 
wings were far shorter than his own, ran to the brink, flapped their wings, and flew 
away, he failed to muster up courage to take that plunge which appeared to him so 
desperate. His father and mother had come around calling to him shrilly, upbraiding 
him, threatening to let him starve on his ledge unless he flew away. But for the life of 
him he could not move. 
(i) Why was the young seagull alone? 
(ii) Why did he not fly with his brothers and sister? 
(iii) Where did he sleep that night? 
(iv) How did his parents try to make him fly? 

 
That was twenty-four hours ago. Since then nobody had come near him. The day 
before, all day long, he had watched his parents flying about with his brothers and 
sister, perfecting them in the art of flight, teaching them how to skim the waves and 
how to dive for fish. He had, in fact, seen his older brother catch his first herring and 
devour it, standing on a rock, while his parents circled around raising a proud cackle. 
And all the morning the whole family had walked about on the big plateau midway 
down the opposite cliff taunting him for his cowardice. (Page 33) 
(i) What had happened twenty four hours ago? 
(ii) What did the young seagull watch all day? 
(iii) What did his brothers do? 
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(iv) Why did his family taunt the young seagull? 

The sun was now ascending the sky, blazing on his ledge that faced the south. He felt 

the heat because he had not eaten since the previous nightfall.He stopped slowly out 

to the brink of the ledge, and standing on one leg with the other leg hidden under his 

wing, he closed one eye, then the other, and pretended to be falling asleep. Still they 

took no notice of him. He saw his two brothers and his sister lying on the plateau 

dozing with their heads sunk into their necks. His father was preening the feathers 

on his white back. Only his mother was looking at him. She was standing on a little 

high hump on the plateau, her white breast thrust forward. Now and again, she tore 

at a piece of fish that lay at her feet and then scrapped each side of her beak on the 

rock. The sight of the food maddened him. How he loved to tear food that way, 

scrapping his beak now and again to whet it. (Pages 33-34) 

(i) Who was looking at the young seagull? 

(ii) What were his brothers doing? 

(iii) What was the condition of the seagull? 

(iv) What did he like to do? 

With a loud scream he fell outwards and downwards into space. Then a monstrous 

terror seized him and his heart stood still. He could hear nothing. But it only lasted a 

minute. The next moment he felt his wings spread outwards. The wind rushed 

against his breast feathers, then under his stomach, and against his wings. He could 

feel the tips of his wings cutting through the air. He was not falling headlong now. 

He was soaring gradually downwards and outwards. He was no longer afraid. He 

just felt a bit dizzy. (Page 35) 

(i) Why did he fall outward? 

(ii) Did he fly intentionally? 

(iii) What did he feel when he fell into the space? 

(iv) What happened the next moment? 

THE BLACK AEROPLANE  

SHORT ANSWERS  

Where was the speaker going and how? 

Why was the writer happy when he decided to fly in the night? 

Describe the narrator’s experience as he flew the aeroplane into them. 

What made the woman in the control centre look at the narrator strangely? 
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LONG ANSWERS  



Who do you think helped the narrator to reach safely? Discuss this among yourselves 

and give reasons for your answer. 

How did the writer get out of the storm in the night to land safely? 

 Why was the writer happy when he decided to fly in the night? 

The pilot wanted to thank another pilot after his safe landing. Why? What values of 

the writer are reflected from his action? 

 

ANNOTATIONS  

The moon was coming up in the east, behind me, and stars were shining in the clear 

sky above me. There wasn’t a cloud in the sky. I was happy to be alone high up 

above the sleeping countryside. I was flying my old Dakota aeroplane over France 

back to England. I was dreaming of my holiday and looking forward to being with 

my family. I looked at my watch: one thirty in the morning. 

(i) Who is ‘Me’ and T in the passage? 

(ii) What does he mean by “the clear sky”? 

(iii) What was he dreaming about? 

(iv) Where was he flying the old Dakota? 

 

I should call Paris Control soon,’ I thought. As I looked down past the nose of the 

aeroplane, I saw the lights of a big city in front of me. I switched on the radio and 

said, “Paris Control, Dakota DS 088 here. Can you hear me? I’m on my way to 

England. Over.” The Voice from the radio answered me immediately: “DS 088,1 can 

hear you. You ought to turn twelve degrees west now, DS 088. Over.” I checked the 

map and the compass, switched over to my second and last fuel tank, and turned the 

Dakota twelve degrees west towards England. 

(i) Why did he make a call to Paris Control room? 

(ii) What advice did he get from the Control room? 

(iii) How many fuel tanks were there is his plane? 

(iv) What did he see in front of him? 

I’ll be in time for breakfast, ‘I thought. A good big English breakfast! Everything was 

going well—it was an easy flight. Paris was about 150 kilometres behind me when I 

saw the clouds. Storm clouds. They were huge. They looked like black mountains 

standing in front of me across the sky. I knew I could not fly up and over them, and I 

did not have enough fuel to fly around them to the north or south.  “I ought to go  
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back to Paris,” I thought, but I wanted to get home. I wanted that breakfast. I’ll take 

the risk,’ I thought, and flew that old Dakota straight into the storm. 



(i) Why did he call it ‘an easy flight’? 

(ii) What was he thinking? 

(iii) What did he see suddenly in front of him? 

(iv) Pick out a word from the passage which means ‘Strong Wind’. 

 

Suddenly I came out of the clouds and saw two long straight lines of lights in front 

of me. It was a runway! An airport! I was safe! I turned to look for my friend in the 

black aeroplane, but the sky was empty. There was nothing there. The black 

aeroplane was gone. I could not see it anywhere. I landed and was not sorry to walk 

away from the old Dakota near the control tower. I went and asked a woman in the 

control centre where I was and who the other pilot was. I wanted to say ‘Thank you’. 

(i) What did the narrator see after coming out of the clouds? 

(ii) What is a runway? 

(iii) Why did he turn back? 

(iv) Whom did he want to thank and why? 

From the Diary of Anne Frank 

Glimpses of India 

▪ Baker from Goa 

▪ Coorg 

▪ Tea from Assam 

Mijbil the Otter 

Extract Based Questions: 

1.  Let me put it more clearly since no one will believe that a thirteen-year-old girl 

is completely alone in the world. And I’m not. I have loving parents and a sixteen-

year-old sister, and there are about thirty people I can call friends. I have a family, 

loving aunts and a good home. No, on the surface I seem to have everything, 

except my one true friend. All I think about when I’m with friends is having a 

good time. I can’t bring self to talk about anything but ordinary everyday things. 

We don’t seem to be able to get any closer., and that’s the problem. Maybe it’s my 

fault that we don “t  confide in each other. In any case, that’s just how things are, 

and unfortunately, they’re not liable to change. This is why I’ve started the diary. 

(a) Will anyone believe that a thirteen-year-old girl is completely alone in this 
world? 
 (b) How many people can she call her friends? 
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 (c) Whom does she regard her true friend? 
(d) Why does she start writing the diary? 
 



2. My father, the most adorable father I’ve ever seen, didn’t many my mother until 
he was thirty-six and she was twenty-five. My sister, Margot, was born in 
Frankfurt in Germany in 1926. I was born on 12 June 1929. I lived in Frankfurt 
until I was four. My father emigrated to Holland in 1933. My mother, Edith 
Hollander Frank, went with him to Holland in September, while Margot and I 
were sent to Aachen to stay with our grandmother. 
 
(a) What kind of a father did Anne have? 
(b) When were her parents married? 
(c) How long did she live in Frankfurt? 
(d) Name the lesson and its writer from which this extract has been taken? 
 
3. I finished ray poem, and it was beautiful! It was about a mother duck and a 
father swan with three baby ducklings who were bitten to death by the father 
because they quacked too much. Luckily, Mr Keesing took the joke the right way. 
He read the poem to the class, adding his own comments, and to several other 
classes as well. Since then I’ve been allowed to talk and haven’t been assigned 
any extra homework. On the contrary, Mr Keesing’s always making jokes these 
days. 
 
(a) Why did the father duck kill the baby ducklings? 
(b) What happened when Mr Keesing read the essay? 
(c) Find out the word from the passage which means ‘given’. 
(d) ‘On the contrary’ means ………… 
 
4. We kids would be pushed aside with a mild rebuke and the loaves would be 
delivered to the servant. But we would not give up. We would climb a bench or 
the parapet and peep into the basket, somehow. I can still recall the typical 
fragrance of those loaves. Loaves for the elders and the bangles for the children.  
 
 (a) Who are ‘we’ in the extract? 
(b) Why were the children pushed aside? 
(c) Which word/phrase in the extract means the same as ‘an expression of 
disapproval/a scolding’? 
(d) What was there in the basket? 
 
5. The baker usually collected his bills at the end of the month. Monthly accounts 
used to be recorded on some wall in pencil. Baking was indeed a profitable 
profession in the old days. The baker and his family never starved. He, his family  
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and his servants always looked happy and prosperous. Their plump physique 
was an open testimony to this.  
 
 (a) Where were the monthly accounts of the baker recorded ? 
(b) Why did the baker and his family never starve ? 



(c) Which word in the passage means the same as ‘Proof’ ? 
(d) How was the baker’s life ? 
 
6. Marriage gifts are meaningless without the sweet bread known as the ‘bol’, just 
as a party or a feast loses its charm without bread. Not enough can be said to show 
how important a baker can be for a village. The lady of the house must prepare 
sandwiches on the occasion of her daughter’s engagement. Cakes and bols are a 
must for Christmas as well as for other festivals. Thus, the presence of the baker’s 
furnace in the village is absolutely essential.  
  
(a) What makes marriage gifts meaningless ? 
(b) What does the lady of the house prepare on the occasion of hef daughter’s 
engagement? 
(c) Which word from the extract means the same as ‘necessary’ ? 
(d) What is must for Christmas ? 
 
7. Midway between Mysore and the coastal town of Mangalore sits a piece of 
heaven that must have drifted from the kingdom of God. This land of rolling hills 
is inhabited by a proud race of martial men, beautiful women and wild creatures. 
Coorg, or Kodagu, the smallest district of Karnataka, is home to evergreen 
rainforests, spices and coffee plantations.   
 
 (a) Which kind of animals are we likely to see at Coorg ? 
(b) What is Coorg known for? 
(c) Which word in the extract means the same as ‘having to do with war’? 
(d) Where is Coorg situated? 
 
8. The fiercely independent people of Coorg are possibly of Greek or Arabic 
descent. As one story goes a part of Alexander’s army moved South along the 
coast and settled here when return became impractical. These people married 
amongst the locals and their culture is apparent in the martial traditions, marriage 
and religious rites, which are distinct from the Hindu mainstream.   
 
(a) Write one special quality of the people of Coorg. 
(b) Indicate their possible descent. 
(c) Find a word from the passage that means the same as ‘relating to war’. 
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(d) From where do the people of Coorg descent ? 
 
9. Coorgi homes have a tradition of hospitality, and they are more than willing to 
recount numerous tales of valour related to their sons and fathers. The Coorg 
Regiment is one of the most decorated in the Indian Army, and the first Chief of 



the Indian Army, General Cariappa, was a Coorgi. Even now, Kodavus are the 
only people in India permitted to carry firearms without a licence. 
 
(a) What kind of stories are the Coorg people always ready to tell ? 
(b) Who was the first Chief of the Indian Army ? 
(c) What is the special favour granted only to them even now ? 
(d) Who are permitted to carry fire arms without a license ? 
OR 
(a) How is the Coorg Regiment decorated ? 
(b) Who was the first Coorg to become the Chief of the Indian Army ? 
(c) Which word in the passage means the same as ‘large military group’ ? 
(d) What kind of tales are more popular ? 
OR 
(a) Name the regiment that has received maximum number of awards for bravery. 
(b) Name the only people in India who are permitted to carry firearms without a 
license. 
(c) Which word in the passage means the same as ‘bravery’ ? 
(d) What is the tradition of Coorg homes ? 
 
10. Chai garam… garam chai’ a vendor called out in a high pitched voice. He came 
up to their window and asked, ‘Chai, sa’ab’ ? 
‘Give us two cups,’ Pranjol said. 
They sipped the steaming hot liquid. Almost everyone in their compartment was 
drinking too. 
‘Do you know that over 8,00,000,000 cups of tea are drunk every day all over the 
world’ ? Rajvir asked.   
 
(a) Who was speaking in a high pitched voice and for what ? 
(b) What was ordered by Pranjol ? 
(c) What information did Rajvir give ? 
(d) Which word in the passage means the same as ‘chinked’ ? 
 
11. It was a magnificent view. Against the backdrop of densely wooded hills, a sea 
of tea bushes stretched as far as the eye could see. Dwarfing the tiny tea plants 
were tall sturdy shade-trees and amidst the ordely rows of bushes busily moved  
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doll-like figures. In the distance was an ugly building with smoke billowing out 
of tall chimneys. ‘Hey, a tea garden !’, Rajvir cried excitedly.  
  
(a) What have the tea plantations been compared to ? 
(b) What are the doll like figures referred to here ? 
(c) Why was Rajvir excited ? 
(d) Which word in the passage means the same as ‘splendid’. 
 



12. Pranjol’s father slowed down to allow a tractor, pulling a trailer-load of tea 
leaves, to pass.  
‘This is the second flush or sprouting period, isn’t it, Mr. Barua ?’ 
Rajvir asked, ‘It lasts from May to July and yields the best tea.’ 
‘You seem to have done your homework before coming,’ Pranjol’s father said in 
surprise. 
‘Yes, Mr. Barua,’ Rajvir admitted. ‘But I hope to learn much more when I’m here.’ 
 
(a) Why did Mr. Barua feel surprised ? 
(b) How did Rajvir want to spend his stay there ? 
(c) Which word in the passage means agreed ? 
(d) Which time of the year tea is yieded ? 
 
13. When I casually mentioned this to a friend, he as casually replied that I had 
better get one in the Tigris marshes, for there they were as common as 
mosquitoes, and were often tamed by the Arabs. We were going to Basra to the 
Consulate-General to collect and answer our mail from Europe. At the Consulate-
General we found that my friend’s mail had arrived but that mine had not. 
 
(a) What was ‘they’? 
(b) Where were they going to get the otter? 
(c) Find the exact word from the extract which means ‘domesticated’. 
(d) What did the author find at the Consulate-General? 
 
14. Mijbil, as I called the otter, was, in fact, of a race previously unknown to 
science, and was at length christened by zoologists Lutrogale Perspicillata 
Maxwelli, or Maxwell’s otter. For the first twenty- four hours Mijbil was neither 
hostile nor friendly; he was simply aloof and indifferent, choosing to sleep on the 
floor as far from my bed as possible.      
  
(a) Who was Mijbil? 
(b) How did the otter behave for the first twenty-four hours? 
 
 
                                                                                                                  PTO 
 
(c) Find the exact word from the extract’ which means ‘having no particular 
interest’. 
(d) Why is the otter called ‘Maxwell’s otter’? 
 
15. When I returned, there was an appalling spectacle. There was complete silence 
from the box, but from its airholes and chinks around the lid, blood had trickled 
and dried. I whipped off the lock and tore open the lid, and Mij, exhausted and 
blood spattered, whimpered and caught at my leg. 
(a) What was inside the box? 



(b) What was the condition of the box when the narrator returned? 
(c) Find the exact word from the extract which means ‘quickly took off’. 
(d) Why did the author open the box? 
 
Short Questions: 
 
1. What does Anne Frank tell about her family in her diary? 
2. Describe your views about Mr Keesing as a teacher. 
3. What does Anne write in her first essay to support her habit of talking so 
much? 
4. Describe Anne’s love for her grandmother. 
5. What did the baker do first once he reached a house? 
6. How do we get to know that the makers of bread still exist? 
7. What is the importance of breads for the Goans? 
or 
Why was the Baker’s furnace essential in a traditional Goan village? 
8. From whom have the inhabitants of Coorg descended, as per the legend? 
9. Describe any two tourist places of Coorg. 
10. Describe the wildlife of Coorg. 
11. This is a tea country now’. Explain this with reference to Assam. 
12. Why did Pranjol’s father say that Rajvir had done his homework before 
visiting Assam? 
13. What legends are associated with the origin of tea?  
14. How was Mij to be transported to England? 
15. What, according to the writer, is the ‘ real play’ of the otter? 
16. What was the first characteristic of the otter discovered by the narrator? 
17. While staying in London, what was the pastime of Mij? 
18. How did Mij behave outside the house in London? 
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Long Questions: 
 
1. Who helped Anne in writing the essay and how? 
2. ‘Paper has more patience than people’. Justify. 
(or) 
‘Paper has more patience than people’. Do you agree with the statement? 
3. After reading the story ‘A Baker from Goa”, do you think our traditions, 
heritage, values and practices are the roots that nourish us? Why/why not? 
4. What was the peculiar dress of the bakers during the Portuguese days ? 
5. How do Coorg’s location, people and natural features add to the diversity of 
India?  



6. ‘Coorg’ seems to share a lot of historical perspectives. Is knowing such kind of 
historical knowledge important for us ? 
7. Rajvir seemed to have a lot of information about tea. What all does he tell ? 
What character trait about him is revealed ? Is it essential for children ? 
8. What information did Rajvir share with Pranjol and his father ? 
9. “The airhostess was the very queen of her kind” Do you agree? Comment. 
10. What do you know about Mijbil’s journey to London? 
 

MADAM RIDES THE BUS 

SHORT ANSWERS 

1. How did Valli react when she saw the dead cow by the roadside? 

2.” Valli enjoyed each moment of her bus ride.”. 

3. Give examples from the text to show that Valli was a meticulous planner. 

4. How can you say that the conductor was a good-natured jolly fellow? Support your 
answer with examples. 

5. What details did Valli pick up about the bus journey? How did she pick up these 
details? 
Or 
What information did Valli collect for her first bus ride? 

6. What made Valli sad on her return journey? 

7. What was a source of unending joy for Valli? What was her strongest desire? 
Or 
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8. What was Valli’s favourite pastime? 
Or 
Valla was an eight-year-old girl who was very curious about things. What was her 
favourite Pastime? 

9. Give two reasons why Valli found the elderly woman on the bus, repulsive. 

10. Why did Valli not get off the bus when it stopped at the bus stand? 

11. Why does the conductor refer to Valli as ‘madam’? 



12. Write down the conductor’s advice to Valli? 

13. What did Valli calculate and plan? 

14. What did Valli’s mother say about the things happening without our knowledge? 

15. What was the favourite pastime of Valli? 

LONG ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS 

1. Write a character sketch of Valli. 

2.” Never mind,” she said, “I can get on by myself.” “You don’t have to help me,” 
said Valla to the conductor. She shows extraordinary courage in making the bus 
journey all alone. Taking inspiration from Valla’s character, write how the ability 
and courage to take risks are essential to fulfilling one’s dream. 
Or 
Valla nurtures a strong desire to travel by bus and visit the city. She works hard for it 
and finally, she is successful. Based on this incident, analyze what values of life do 
you need to nurture to attain your goals in life? 

3. Valli was so overcome with sadness to see the dead cow that she lost all 
enthusiasm. Do you feel the same way? If you feel concerned about the plight of 
animals falling prey to the fast-moving traffic, what efforts will you make to make 
travelling on roads a safer activity? 

4. How did Valla save up money for her first journey? Was it easy for her? Justify. 
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5. Justify the statement with instances that Valla was a mature girl and ahead of her 
age? 

6. Valla’s journey to the city is also her induction into the mystery of life and death. 
Elaborate. 

ANNOTATIONS  

1: Suddenly she was startled by a voice. “Listen, child,” said the voice, “you 
shouldn’t stand like that. Sit down.” 



a. Who was ‘she’ and whose voice was it? 
b. Why wasn’t she sitting? 
c. What does Valli see? 
d. What was Valli’s reaction when she was called a ‘child’ by an elderly person? 

2.Listen, child,” said the voice, “you shouldn’t stand like that. Sit down.” Sitting 
down, she looked to see who had spoken. It was an elderly man who had honestly 
been concerned for her, but she was annoyed by his attention. “There’s nobody here 
who’s a child,” she said haughtily. “I’ve paid my thirty paise like everyone else.” 

a. Who is the child mentioned in the passage? 
b. How did the girl prove to the elderly man that she was not a child? 
c. Why didn’t Valli want to make friends with the elderly woman? 
d. What does Valli tell the elderly man when he calls her a child? 

3. Valli devoured everything with her eyes. But when she started to look outside, she 
found her view cut off by a canvas blind that covered the lower part of her window. 
So she stood up on the seat and peered over the blind. The bus was now going along 
the bank of a canal and beyond it, palm trees, grassland, distant mountains, and the 
blue, blue sky. 

a. Is Valli travelling to some definite place? 
b. Why does Valli stand on her seat? 
c. Why could Valli not enjoy the outside scene? 
d. Which trait of Valli’s character is reflected in this passage? 
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SERMON AT BENARES  

SHORT ANSWERS 

 1. Kisa compared human life to an inanimate object. What is it and why does she do 
so? 

2. Where and when did Siddhartha became the Buddha? 

3. Which people are referred to as “wise” by the Buddha in his sermons? 



4. Why was Kisa Gotamis ad? 

5. Why was Gautama known as the Buddha? 

6. How did the Buddha teach Kisa Gotami the truth of life? 

7. Describe the life of Gautama Buddha before enlightenment.. 

8. To seek peace one has to draw out the arrow of lamentation. State two values 
projected through the statement. 

9. What sights moved Siddhartha Gautama to seek the path of enlightenment? 

10. What did the Buddha preach to the people? 

11. What happened to Kisa Gotami’s son? What did she ask her neighbours to give 
her? 
Or 
When her son dies, Kisa Gotami goes from house to house. What does she ask for? 
Does she get it? Why not? 

12. How do weeping and grieving affect us? (The Sermon at Benares) 

13. Mention the incidents which prompted Prince Siddhartha to become a beggar. 

14. What did Kisa Gotami learn in the end? 
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15. What does the Buddha say about the world? 
Or 
What is Gautam Buddha’s opinion about death? 

LONG ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS 

1.” The life of mortals in this world is troubled and brief and combined with pain. 
With this statement of the Buddha find out the moral value that Kisa Gotami learnt 
after the house and was unable to get wanted the mustard seeds. table: grief death of 
her child. 



2. “The world is afflicted with death eaters and d the Buddha. Expand this thought 
revising Kisa Gotami’s experience when she a5,” Buddha for a solution. 

3. Why did Kisa Gotami understand the message given by the Buddha only the 
second time? In what way did the Buddha change her understanding? 

4. The Buddha said, “The world is affected by death and decay, therefore the wise 
men do not grieve, knowing the terms of the world.” Do you think the statement is 
appropriate even for today’s life? Write your views in the context of the above 
statement. 

5. How did Buddha make Kisa Gotami realize about the reality of death? 
Or 
How did Gautama Buddha teach Gotami that life is full of pains and sorrows and 
death comes to all? 
Or 
Why does Kisa feel disappointed after going from door to door? 

6. How did Buddha seek and achieve enlightenment? 

7. Through the story of Kisa Gotami, what did the Buddha try to preach to the 
common man? 

ANNOTATIONS  

1. Kisa Gotami became weary and hopeless, and sat down at the wayside 
watching the lights of the city, as they flickered up and were extinguished 
again. At last the darkness of the night reigned everywhere. 
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a. Why do you think Kisa Gotami became weary and hopeless? 
b. How many sons did Kisa Gotami have? 
c. What did she notice while sitting at the wayside? 
d. What message did she get from the flickering and extinguishing lights of the city? 

2.Buddha said, “The life of mortals in this world is troubled and brief and combined 
with pain. For there is not any means by which those that have been born can avoid 
dying; after reaching old age there is death; of such a nature are living beings. As ripe 
fruits are early in danger of falling, so mortals when born are always in danger of 
death. As all earthen vessels made by the potter end in being broken, so is the life of 
mortals. Both young and adult, both those who are fools and those who are wise, all 
fall into the power of death; all are subject to death.” 



a. What did Buddha say about the life of the people? 
b. What does a ripe fruit fear? 
c. What happens after reaching age? 
d. According to Buddha, is death avoidable? 

3. Kisa Gotami had an only son and he died. In her grief she carried the dead child to 
all her neighbours, asking them for medicine, and the people said, “She has lost her 
senses. The boy is dead.” At length, Kisa Gotami met a man who replied to her 
request, “I can’t give thee medicine for thy child, but I know a physician who can.” 
And the girl said, “Pray to tell me, sir; who is it?” And the man replied, “Go to 
Sakyamuni, the Buddha.” Kisa Gotami repaired to the Buddha and cried, “Lord and 
Master, give me the medicine that will cure my boy.” 

a. Why was Kisa Gotami in grief? 
b. What did she ask of all her neighbours? 
c. What had happened to Kisa Gotami’s only son? 
d. Who did she carry her dead child to in her grief? 

4. “Of those who, overcome by death, depart from life”, a father cannot save his son, 
for kinsmen their relations. Mark! While relatives are looking on and lamenting 
deeply, one by one mortals are carried off, like an ox that is led to the slaughter. So 
the world is afflicted with death and decay, therefore the wise do not grieve, 
knowing the terms of the world. Not from weeping nor from grieving will anyone 
obtain peace of mind; on the contrary, his pain will be the greater and his body will 
suffer. He will make himself sick and pale, yet the dead are not saved by his 
lamentation. 
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a. What is the fate of mortals? 
b. Why do the wise not grieve? 
c. Why does the writer compare mortals with an ox? 
d. How does ‘lamentation’ harm a person? 

5.  The Buddha answered, “I want a handful of mustard-seed”. And when the girl in 
joy promised to procure it, the Buddha added, “The mustard-seed must be taken 
from a house where no one has lost a child, husband, parent or friend.” 

a. Identify ‘I’ in the passage. 
b. What did the Buddha ask the girl for? 
c. What was the condition imposed on the girl? 
d. In this way, what did the Buddha want Kisa Gotami to understand? 



THE PROPOSAL  

SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS 

1. What do you think would have been Chubukov’s reaction on hearing the reason 
for which Lomov had come to his house? 

2. What justification did Lomov give to Natalya and Chubukov to prove that he is the 
rightful owner of Meadows? 

3. Lomov was a quarrelsome person. Justify. 

4. There is a certain way in which the characters speak in the play “The Proposal”. 
What does it tell us about the Russian men? 

5. Describe, in brief, the character of Natalya as sketched in the chapter the proposal. 

6. Lomov went to Chubukov’s house and was seeking permission so that he could 
trouble him with a request. What is the trouble that he is talking about 

7. Natalya was not Lomov’s real love. But still, he wanted to marry her. Give two 
reasons for his decision. 

8. Lomov calls himself a ‘land grabber’. Justify the statement in about 20-25 words. 
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9. How and why did Lomov come to meet the Chubukov family?  

. 

10. How can you say that Natalya was not convinced that Oxen Meadows was owned 
by Lomov? 

11. What did Natalya say about Guess? 

12. What does Chubukov at first suspect that Lomov has come for? 
Or 
Why was Stephan Chubukov not happy to welcome Lomov in his house 



13. What is the ailment that Lomov is suffering from? 

14.  What request did Lomov make to Chubukov? 

15. Describe Lomov’s first meeting with Natalya. 

16. What kind of a man is Lomov? 

LONG ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS 

1. Neighbours must have a cordial relationship which Lomov and Natalya do not 
have. Describe the first between them. 

2. The proposal was forgotten amidst argumentation. Which right approach should 
have been followed by both parties? 

3. “The way Chubukov, Natalya and Lomov fought over petty issues is against the 
behaviour and mannerisms of good neighbours.” Comment. What would you have 
done to resolve the issue? (if you were in the place of Chubukov) 

4. Why does Lomov think of marrying he should settle into a quiet and regular 
Natalya Stepanovna 

5. Write a brief character sketch of Lomov. 
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6. Describe how Chubukov got Natalya married with Lomov. 

ANNOTATIONS  

1.No, you’re simply joking, or making fun of me. What a surprise! We’ve had the 
land for nearly three hundred years, and then we’re suddenly told that it isn’t ours! 
Ivan Vassilevitch, I can hardly believe my own ears. These Meadows aren’t worth 
much to me. They only come to five dessiatins, and are worth perhaps 300 roubles, 
but I can’t stand unfairness. 

a. Who is making fun of whom? 
b. For how long did they have the land? 



c. Who is the speaker of these lines? 
d. What has been unfair with the speaker? 

2. Then you make out that I’m a landgrabber? Madam, never in my life have I 
grabbed anybody else’s land and I shan’t allow anybody to accuse me of having done 
so. Oxen Meadows are mine! 

a. Who is ‘madam’ in the above lines? 
b. In which situation does Lomov call himself a ‘landgrabber’? 
c. What had happened to the speaker? 
d. What will he not allow? 

3.I can make you a present of them myself, because they are mine! Your behaviour, 
Ivan Vassilevitch, is strange, to say the least! Up to this we have always thought of 
you as a good neighbour, a friend; last year we lent you our threshing-machine, 
although on that account we had to put off our own threshing till November, but you 
behave to us as if we were gypsies. Giving me my own land, indeed! No, really, that’s 
not at all neighbourly. In my opinion, it is even impudent if you want to know. 

a. Who is speaking to whom? 
b. How had she helped her neighbour? 
c. What did the speaker do last year? 
d. What happened after that? 

4. He is old, but I wouldn’t take five Squeezers for him. Why, how can you? Guess is 
a dog; as for Squeezer, well, it’s too funny to argue. Anybody you like has a dog as 
good as Squeezer you may find them under every bush almost. Twenty-five roubles  
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would be a handsome price to pay for him. 

a. Who does ‘he’ refer to? 
b. Whom does Squeezer belong to? 
c. Who is the speaker of these lines? 
d. What would be a handsome price to pay for Squeezer? 

 

 
POEMS 



DUST OF SNOW 

FIRE AND ICE  

 A TIGER IN THE ZOO 

THE BALL POEM 

REFERENCE TO THE CONTEXT 

Has given my heart 
A change of mood 
And saved some part 
Of a day I had rued. 

 
(i)What do the ‘crow’ and ‘hemlock’ symbolise? 
(ii)The mood of the poet changed because of the ___________ . 

           (a) falling of the dust snow 
           (b) hemlock tree 
            ©   rain 
            (d) song 
      iii.Poet’s mood changed to the 

(a) Pessimistic way 

(b) Optimistic way 

(c) Depressive way 

(d) Callous way 

  iv.Identify the option that DOES NOT use the word ‘rue’ correctly 

              (a)The film was a disaster and he rued his decision to act in it. 

  (b)I am sure she rued the day she listened to a fortune-teller. 
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  ©It wasn’t long before I rued my disobedience and my deceit. 

 

        (d) Others finally rue the one who is dishonest and heartless. 

  v. Who shook the dust of snow? 

 II.  He should be lurking in shadow, 

    Sliding through long grass 

       Near the water hole 

       Where plump deer pass 



i.   According to the extract, the poet wishes for the tiger to be ‘sliding’ through the 

foliage as this would 

  (a)    assist in keeping the prey unsuspecting of the predator’s sound. 

  (b)   aid in camouflaging the presence of the predator before it rushes in. 

  (c)    help the predator pounce on the prey comfortably without getting tired. 

 (d)    Support the predator’s vision as it eyes its prey. 

ii.       Why should he be lurking in shadow?                                                                                                     

(a)     to attack the prey who comes to  drink water at the waterhole.. 

 (b)     to take rest for sometime 

 (c)     to taste the grass 

 (d)     to get an accurate view of the forest 

iii      Pick the option that DOES NOT use ‘lurking’ correctly to fill in the blank 

 (a)    The thug was in the alley late evening, for unsuspecting passers-by. 

 (b)    The hyena was in its den after a good meal. 

( c)    The detective cautioned her team about the dangers likely to impact the case. 

d)The prejudices beneath the surface create misunderstandings 
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iv      ‘shadow’ here, refers to the shadow of ------- 

 (a)     the tiger. 

 (b)   long grass. 

 (c)    water hole. 

 (d)   deer 

v.    Pick the phrase that DOES NOT suggest that the forest in the extract is lush. 

  (a) long grass 

  (b) the water hole 



  (c) plump deer 

  (d) lurking in shadow 

III. An ultimate shaking grief fixes the boy 
       As he stands rigid, trembling, staring down 
       All his young days into the harbor where 
       His ball went. I would not intrude on him; 
       

i.The poet uses the word ‘ultimate’ to describe the boy’s reaction. 
Pick the meaning that DOES NOT display what, ‘ultimate’ means in the context 
given. 

        (a)consequent 
        (b) final 
        (c) conclusive 
        (d) fateful 
ii.. Why does the speaker choose not to intrude? 
This is so because the poet ---- 

         (a) knows that it would embarrass the boy in his moment of grief. 
         (b) feels that it’s important that the boy learn an important life lesson, 
undisturbed. 

      © realises that he doesn’t have sufficient funds to purchase a new ball for the 
boy 

         (d)experiences a sense of distress himself, by looking at the boy’s condition. 
iii. How does the child react at the loss? 
   (a). stands rigid 
   (b). trembles 
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   © . stares 
   (d). all of them 
iv. According to the poet, what is the child learning ? 

(a) to bear loss  
(b) to take care of things  
(c) to be responsible 
(d) to be careful 

   v. Giving another ball to the child is ---------- 
          (a) senseless 
          (b) worthless 
          © useless 
          (d) harmless 
       

SHORT QUESTIONS  40-50 WORDS 

       1. Explain why the poet personally holds the conviction that the world will 

primarily end in fire? 



     2. Why does the poet not offer money to the boy to buy another ball? 

     3. Why do you think the tiger looks at the stars? 

     4. ‘‘He senses first responsibility ‘’ --- What responsibility is referred to here? 

     5. Explain the symbols used by Robert Frost in the poem, ‘Dust of Snow’. 

     6. The Crow’ and the ‘hemlock tree’ are generally considered to be inauspicious 

and ominous symbols. Does the poet use them so? 

7. Describe the tiger in the wild . 

       8. Why do some people say that the world will end in ice? 

       9. What do you think would be enough to destroy the world? Can Fire and Ice 

contribute to it? 

                           LONG QUESTIONS ---100- 120 WORDS 

  1. The poet celebrates the strength of the tiger in this poem. Counter the statement. 

   2. How has poet suggested in his poem that fire and ice would destroy the world in 

two different ways? 

    3. Should the boy be allowed to grieve for his ball? If his loss is irreparable or  

 

                                                                            

irretrievable then how should one handle it? What lessons can be learnt? 

     4. Positive attitude in life can make the world a better place to live in. Do you 

agree or disagree with reference to the poem ‘Dust of Snow’? Express your views 

bringing out the inherent values. 

      5. Why does the poet say, ‘I would not intrude on him?’ Why doesn’t he offer him 

money to buy another ball? 

       6. Imagine the tiger writes a diary entry conveying how he feels helpless, angry 

and frustrated in the concrete cell. He writes about his desire to be free. Write that 

diary entry in 100- 120 words. 

 AMANDA 

 

Read the following extracts carefully and answer the questions that follow. 

 



Don’t bite your nails, Amanda! 

Don’t hunch your shoulders, Amanda! 

Stop that slouching and sit up straight, 

Amanda! 

(a) Amanda is getting instructions for what purpose? 

(b) Give a synonym of ‘hunch’. 

(c) What does the speaker of the above lines instruct Amanda in the first stanza? 

(d) What is the literary device used in the third line? 

 

(I am Rapunzel, I have not a care; 

life in a tower is tranquil and rare; 

I’ll certainly never let down my bright hair) 

(a) Does Amanda live on a tower? 

(b) Why will Amanda not let down her bright hair? 

(c) What is the underlying poetic device used in this stanza? 

(d) Find from the passage a word which means the same as ‘serene’. 

(e) Name the poet. 

 

Don’t eat that chocolate, Amanda! 

Remember your acne, Amanda! 

Will you please look at me when I’m speaking to you, 

Amanda! 

 

(a) Why is Amanda not looking at the speaker? 

(b) Find the word in the extract which means the same as consume? 

(c) The speaker is so worried about acne. What does it show? 

(d) Which word in the extract means the same as ‘to gaze’? 

(e) The rhyme scheme is……. 



 

II.ANSWER IN ABOUT 40-50 WORDS. 

 

1.Write a short note on the title of the poem? 

2. How life on a tower would be different from life anywhere else for Amanda? 

3. Why does Amanda seem moody most of the times? [ 

4. Why does Amanda wish to be a mermaid, an orphan, or Rapunzel? 

5. What is the central theme of the poem Amanda? 

 

III  ANSWER IN ABOUT 100-120 WORDS 

 

1.Discuss the importance of proper upbringing with reference to the poem Amanda 

by Robin Klein. 

2. How does Amanda tackle the nagging nature of her parents? Explain with  

                                                                             

examples from the poem. What values does it portray about Amanda? 

FOG 

Read the following extract carefully and answer the questions that follow. 

 

The fog comes on little cat feet. It sits looking over harbour and city on silent haunches 

and then moves on. 

(a)What does the poet mean by little cat feet? 

(b) What do haunches mean? 

(c) How is the fog looking over the harbour and the city? 

(d) “It sits looking….” what is the poetic device used here? 

(e) Name the poet. 

 

II.ANSWER IN ABOUT 40-50 WORDS. 



 

1.How does the poet compare fog to a living being? 

2. What image does the poet give to the fog? What are the similarities between that 

image and fog? 

 

III .ANSWER IN ABOUT 100-120 WORDS. 

 

Difficulties come but they are not to stay forever. They come and go. Comment 

referring to the poem ‘Fog’. 

The Trees 

The Tale of Custard the Dragon 

For Anne Gregory 

 

Read the following extracts carefully and answer the questions that follow. 

 

1. The trees inside are moving out into the  forest, the forest that was empty all these 

days where no bird could sit no insect hide no sun bury its feet in shadow the forest 

that was empty all these nights will be full of trees by morning. 

(a) What does the poet mean by empty forest? Why is it empty? 

(b) ‘No sun bury its feet in the shadow’, explain this line. 

(c) Which word in the stanza means “unoccupied”? 

(d) How will the empty forest be full of trees by morning? 

2. My head is full of whispers which tomorrow will be silent. Listen. The glass is 

breaking. The trees are stumbling fofward into the night. Winds rush to meet them. 

The moon is broken like a mirror, its pieces flash now in the crown of the tallest 

oak. [CBSE 2016] 

(a) Why would the whispers be silent tomorrow? 

(b) Why are the trees stumbling? 

(c) Which word in the stanza means the same as ‘Quiet’? 

(d) Which poetic device has been used in the sixth line of the stanza? 

3. All night the roots work to disengage themselves from the cracks in the veranda 

floor. The leaves strain toward the glass small twigs stiff with exertion long-cramped 

boughs shuffling under the roof like newly discharged patients half-dazed, moving 

to the clinic doors. 



(a) Why do the roots work all night? 

(b) Why do the twigs get stiff? 

(c) Which word mean “to get free” in the stanza? 

(d) Which poetic device has been used in the last line of the passage? 

4. With a little black kitten and a little gray mouse, And a little yellow dog and a little 

red wagon, And a realio, trulio, little pet dragon. 

(a) Where did Belinda live? 

(b) How many pets did she have? 

(c) Which word in the stanza means “carriage”? 

(d) Whose young one known as a ‘kitten’? 

5. Custard the dragon had big sharp teeth, And spikes on top of him and scales 

underneath, Mouth like a fireplace, chimney for a nose, And realio, trulio, daggers on 

his toes. 

(a) What did the dragon look like? 

(b) Why is the dragon’s mouth called a chimney? 

(c) Which word in the stanza means the same as “a small sword”? 

(d) Find from the passage a word which means a structure through which smoke or 

steam is carried up away from a fire. 

6. Belinda tickled him, she tickled him unmerciful, Ink, Blink and Mustard, they 

rudely called him Percival, They all sat laughing in the little red wagon At the realio, 

trulio, cowardly dragon. 

(a) Why did everyone laugh? 

(b) What did the other three pet call the dragon? 

(c) What does realio, trulio mean? 

(d) Give the synonym of ‘un merciful’. 

7. Suddenly, suddenly they heard a nasty sound, And Mustard growled, and they all 

looked around. Meowch! cried Ink, and Ooh! cried Belinda, For there was a pirate, 

climbing in the winda. 

(a) Which poetic device is used in these lines? 

(b) Why was everyone frightened? 

(c) Which word in the stanza means “unpleasant”? 

(d) What does a ‘nasty sound’ refer to? 

8. But up jumped Custard, snorting like an engine, Clashed his tail like irons in a 

dungeon, With a clatter and a clank and a jangling squirm He went at the pirate like 

a robin at a worm. 

(a) Why did Custard jump? 

(b) What sounds did Custard’s body make? 

(c) What does dungeon mean? 



(d) Find at least two words from the passage which are examples of onomatopaea (a 

figure of speech). 

9. “Never shall a young man, Thrown into despair By those great honey-coloured 

Ramparts at your ear, Love you for yourself alone And not your yellow hair.” 

(a) What does ‘ramparts’ mean? 

(b) What is the colour of Anne’s hair? 

(c) What does the poet mean by, “love you for yourself alone and not your yellow 

hair”? 

(d) What does ‘despair’ mean in the stanza? 

10. “But I can get a hair-dye And set such colour there, Brown, or black, or carrot, 

That young men in despair May love me for myself alone And not my yellow hair.” 

(a) Who is the speaker of these lines? 

(b) Why does Anne say that she can change her hair colour? 

(c) Which word in the stanza means ‘colour’? 

(d) What is the rhyming scheme adopted in this stanza? 

11. “I heard an old religious man But yesternight declare That he had found a text to 

prove That only God, my dear, Could love you for yourself alone And not your 

yellow hair.” 

(a) Who had found a ‘text’? 

(b) What does the text prove? 

(c) What does ‘yesternight’ mean? 

(d) Find a word from the passage which is an antonym of ‘concial or hide’. 

 

Short Answer Questions: 

1.What is the central idea of the poem, ‘The Trees’? 

2.  Where are the trees at present? What do their roots, and leaves do? 

3. Why is the description of the moon different in the beginning and at the end of the 

third stanza? 

4. Why are the trees described in the first stanza not useful for birds or insects? 

5. Did Custard match his physical appearance? 

6. How did everyone react after Custard ate the pirate? 

7. Do you find ‘The Tale of Custard the Dragon’ to be a serious or a light-hearted 

comedy ? Give reasons to support your answer. 

8. What do you think changed the attitude of the other animals and that of Belinda 

towards the dragon ? 



9. The young woman’s hair is yellow coloured. She is ready to change her hair colour 

to another colour. Why would she want to do so? 

10. What is the central idea of the poem, ‘For Anne Gregory’? 

11. What does the religious man tell the poet about God’s love for man? 

12. What makes a young man not to love the woman referred to in the first stanza? 

 

Long Answer Questions: 

1. ‘Departure is painful’. So is the departure of the trees for the poet. What will 

happen after their departure? 

2. Explain the phrase “the forest that was empty all these days”. After reading the 

poem, for whom do you think are the forests needed? Imagine yourself like a tree in 

a forest. 

3. ‘Bravery is spontaneous’ Explain with reference to the poem. 

4. Do you think that one should be made fun of because of their’preferences and 

choices in life? Explain in the context of Custard, the dragon. 

5. The poet in the poem, ‘For Anne Gregory’ conveys that we should give importance 

to the inner beauty and not the physical appearance. Elaborate with reference to the 

poem. 

6. How right or wrong is it to judge someone on the basis of his/her physical 

appearance? 

7. Why do you think, the other speaker mentioned the old religious man and the text 

that proves that only God can love Anne for herself alone? 

 

 

FOOT PRINTS WITHOUT FEET  

TRIUMPH OF SURGERY  

 

I.ANSWER IN ABOUT 40-50 WORDS. 

1. What makes you know that Mrs. Pumphrey was a rich lady? 

2.Why did Mrs. Pumphrey call the doctor? 

3.How does Dr. Herriot treats Tricki? 



4.Why were the household dogs not interested in Tricki initially? 

5. Why was Dr. Herriot confident that Tricki will be in hospital soon? 

6. Why was the entire staff of Mrs. Pumphrey at work while Tricki was going to the 

hospital? 

7.Describe the `parting scene’ between Tricki and Mrs. Pumphrey’s household. 

8. How did Tricky treat his mistress when she went to collect him? 

9. Do you think that Dr. Herriot was a sensible, practical and clever person? How? 

10. Wasn’t Mrs. Pumphrey an overindulgent but silly and impractical mistress? 

 

II.ANSWER IN ABOUT 100-120 WORDS. 

1.The chapter shows the silly(lack of commonsense) and negligent (careless) 

behaviour of rich people like Mrs. Pumphrey who may harm their near and dear ones 

by their extra caring nature. Tricki's declining health was the outcome of Mrs. 

Pumphrey’s over-caring nature. Do you think such people’s actions can prove to be 

fatal (harmful)  for the health of their kinds? 

2. Herriot seems to be a duty-bound doctor who values others ’emotions’ than his 

personal interests. Elucidate the above statement. 

 

 

 

THE THIEF'S STORY 

 

I.ANSWER IN ABOUT 40-50 WORDS. 

 

1.Why did Hari Singh approach Anil? 

2. Anil walked away. I followed casually’. Why do you think the narrator followed 

Anil? 

3. Was Hari Singh successful in robbing Anil? Was Anil the only one who was 

robbed or did Hari also rob himself of something? 

4. What did Anil and Hari agree upon to be the mode of payment? 



5. What made Hari Singh go back to Anil’s house? 

6.Did Hari like working for Anil? Give reasons in support of your answer. 

7. State the events that took place on the night of the theft. 

8.How was the morning after the night of the theft? 

9.How do you think Anil may have come to know about the theft? 

10. Had Anil really forgiven Hari Singh? Support your answer with evidence. 

 

II.ANSWER IN ABOUT 100-120 WORDS. 

 

1.Money can’t make a man as much as education can. Elucidate the statement. 

2.Hari Singh didn’t board the express and returned to Amil. Why did he return? On 

what values does this incidence put light on? 

3. Anil plays a major role in the transformation of Hari Singh. Comment on the 

statement by highlighting the values possessed by Anil which touched Hari’s heart 

and made him return to his honest ways of earning his livelihood. 

4. Hari Singh didn’t confess that he robbed Anil. Did he lack the courage to do so or 

he really wanted to maintain his relationship with Anil at any cost? 

5. The chapter shows Hari Singh’s journey from a thief to an honest man who value 

friendship and other human values. Do you think it was Anil’s selfless friendship  

that he Hari to redeem himself? Give reasons in support of your answer. 

THE MIDNIGHT VISITOR  

SHORT ANSWERS  

 1. How was Ausable different from the other secret agents? 

 2. Why was Ausable confident that Max would never return? 

  3. Why did Fowler feel let down when he met Ausable? 

LONG ANSWERS  

1. With reference to `The Midnight Visitor’, do you think the presence of mind 

should be developed and to what advantage? Elaborate highlighting the values 

possessed by Ausable. 



 2. Pride before a fall befits Max, who said: “I will get it back tonight.” Was he 

successful? What lessons can be learned from this? 

 

 

QUESTION OF TRUST  

SHORT ANSWERS  

How did the lady in red convince Horace Danby to open the lock? 

Was Horace Danby a typical thief? 

Why did Horace Danby feel sure of his success in that year’s robbery? 

Did Horace Danby get the jewels from the Grange safe? Then why did the Police 

arrest him? 

What story did the lady tell Horace Danby to get the jewels? 

What does the author tell us about Horace Danby’s life  or character ? 

Who is the real culprit in the story? 

LONG ANSWERS  

What do you think is the meaning of the phrase ‘honour among thieves’? Which of 

the two thieves lack the honour? 

 

OR 

Which of the two thieves lacked ‘honour’ in the story ‘A Question of Trust’? 

At times we keep on planning things but our plans fail, we are not always 

responsible for the failure. Explain with reference to the story ‘A Question of Trust’. 

OR 

In the story ‘A Questions of Trust’, Horace Danby carefully planned his theft, but 

was outwitted by another thief‘The lady in red’. Would you agree that over 

confidence may prove fatal one day? Discuss. 

“Horace Danby was clever but the young woman was cleverer”. Discuss. 

OR  How did the lady in red turn out to be smarter than Horace Danby? 

FOOT PRINTS WITHOUT FEET  

SHORT ANSWERS  

Why were the two boys in London surprised and fascinated? 

What did Griffin do inside the store? 



What did Griffin do in the shop of a theatrical company? 

The landlord’s wife was convinced that Griffin was an “eccentric scientist”. What 

made her think of Griffin in these terms? 

What did the scientist do when he became furious? Why were the people in the bar 

horrified? What happened to the constable? 

What did the scientist do when Mrs Hall confronted him? 

How did Griffin escape? 

Brilliant scientist though he was, Griffin was a lawless person. Does this statement 

approve the apprehension that science in wrong hands is Devil’s Pandora Box? 

Griffin could use his discovery for welfare of the people but misuses it to take 

revenge.’ Discuss with reference with the story Footprints without Feet. 

OR 

Do you think Griffin misused a scientific discovery or he took advantages of his 

discovery? 

OR 

Griffin misused his invention, instead of using it for the betterment of the society. 

Do you think moral values are important along with intellectual abilities? Discuss. 

LONG ANSWERS  

 

The modem world has created great scientific inventions. But very often these 

inventions are more misused than used for the benefit of man. Griffin had made 

wonderful discovery; but be used it for unlawful means. Write a paragraph on 

“Science is being more misused than used”. 

Scientific discoveries have made life easier but insecure.” Explain with reference to 
the story ‘Footprints without Feet’ written by H.G. Wells. 
Despite all these discoveries, human life is becoming insecure. Weapons of mass 
destruction are a constant danger. The fear of chemical, or biological warfare looms 
large. Diseases like AIDS and SARS can destroy human race.How did the invisible 
man first become visible? 
Why was he wandering the streets? 
Why does Mrs Hall find the scientist eccentric? 
What curious episode occurs in the study? 

What other extraordinary things happened at the Inn? 

“Griffin was rather a lawless person.” Comment. 

How would you access Griffin as a scientist? 



Would you like to become invisible? What advantages and disadvantages do you 

foresee, if you did? 

 

The Making of a Scientist  

 

Extract Based Questions  

 

1 “It was really a sad feeling to sit there and not get anything while everybody else had 

won something.” 

(a) Who is the speaker of the above lines? 

(b) Where was he competing at? 

(c) Find a word from the extract which is the opposite of ‘nobody’. 

(d) Write a synonym of ‘sad’. 

 

2 Ebright has been interested in Science. Since, he first began collecting butterflies—but 

not so deeply that he hasn’t time for other interests. Ebright also became a champion 

debater and public speaker and a good canoeist and all-around outdoors person. He is 

also an expert photographer, particularly of nature and scientific exhibits. 

 

(a) Did Ebright collect butterflies just as a hobby ? What special trait of Ebright is 

shown by it ? 

(b) Besides science, what other interests did Richard Ebright pursue ? 

(c) What does a ‘canoeist’ mean ? 

(d) What other qualities does Ebright possess ? 

 

3 From the first he had a driving curiosity along with a bright mind. He also had a 

mother who encouraged his interest in learning. She took him on trips, bought him a 

telescope, microscope, cameras, mounting materials, and other equipment and helped 

him in many other ways. 

 

(a) What was the role of his mother in his life ? 



(b) How did she perform her duties ? 

(c) What does the word ‘bright’ mean here ? 

(d) What did Ebright desire? 

 

SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS 

 

1.How did Ebright’s mother help him ? 

2. What experiments and projects did Ebright undertake? 

3. Why did Richard Ebright raise a flock of butterflies ? 

4. "But there was one thing I could do-collect things.” What collection did Ebright 

make ? When did he start making the collection? 

5. What other interests, besides Science, did Richard Ebright pursue ? What opinion 

did Mr. Weiherer, his social studies teacher, have about Ebright ? 

6. What lesson did Ebright learn when he could not win a prize at the science fair ?  

7. What are the essential qualities of becoming a scientist according to Ebright’s 

teacher ? 

 

LONG ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS  

 

1 Richard Ebright was a successful scientist who gave a new theory of cells to the 

scientific world”. Elucidate. 

 

2. Failure is the stepping stone to success.’ Elucidate with reference to Richard 

Ebright. 

 

THE NECKLACE  

 

He threw around her shoulders that modest wraps they had carried whose poverty 

clashed with the elegance of the ball costume. She wished to hurry away… 

(a) What precedes these fines? 



(b) ‘She’ wished to hurry away. Why? 

(c) Which word in the given extract is a synonym of ‘not expensive’? 

(d) What is the opposite of ‘poverty’? 

 

Mme Forestier was touched and took both her hands as she replied, “Oh! My poor 

Matilda! Mine were false. They were not worth over five hundred francs.” [CBSE2015] 

 

(a) Why was Mme Forestier touched? 

(b) “Mine were false.” What does ‘mine’ refer to in these words? 

(c) Find the word from the extract that means same as ‘agitated’. 

(d) What is the opposite of ‘poor’? 

 

Short Answer Type Questions 

 

1 What would Matilda often dream of? 

2 Why did Matilda throw the invitation spitefully? 

3 Do you think M Loisel had an enjoyable evening at the ball? Give reasons for your 

answer. 

4 What excuse did Loisels put up to explain the delay in returning the necklace? 

5 How did Loisels manage to pay for the necklace? 

6 How did Mme Loisel now know the life of necessity? 

7 Comment on the use of irony in the text.or How had the sacrifice of Mme Loisel’s 

been in vain? 

 

Long Answer Type Questions 

 

1 Mme Loisel’s disposition invites her doom. Comment in the context of the text. 

2 Mme Forestier proved to be a true friend. Elucidate. 

 



BHOLI 

 

She remembered how a few days ago their old cow, Lakshmi, had been turned out of the 

house and sold. “N-n-n-n No, no-no-no,” she shouted in terror and pulled her hand 

away from her father’s grip. 

 

(a) Why did Bholi shout in terror? 

(b) Why did she remember ‘Lakshmi’ ? 

(c) What is the antonym of ‘forgotten’ in the extract? 

(d) The present tense of ‘sold’ is …. 

 

He said to Ramlal, “As a revenue official you are the representative of the government 

in the village and so you must set an example to the villagers. You must send your 

daughters to school.”  

 

(a) Who is ‘he’? 

(b) What example does ‘he’ want Ramlal to set? 

(c) What does the word ‘revenue’ mean? 

(d) What part of speech is the word ‘an’ in the extract? 

  

And in her smiling eyes was the light of a deep satisfaction that an artist feels when 

contemplating the completing of her masterpiece. 

 

(a) What satisfaction did the teacher have? 

(b) Who was the ‘masterpiece’? 

(c) Find a word from the extract which means ‘thinking deeply’. 

(d) What is the opposite of ‘deep’? 

 

Short Answer Type Questions 



 

1 Why is Sulekha called ‘Bholi’? 

2 Bholi was fascinated by the walls of the classroom. Why? 

3 Bholi found her teacher to be different from others. How? 

4 What filled Bholi’, a dumb cow, with a new hope in her? 

5 In what way did the village change over time? 

6 Why do Bholi’s parents accept Bishamber’s marriage proposal? 

7 Why was Ramlal thunderstruck? 

8 The last line of the text talks about an artist and the masterpiece. Elaborate. 

 

Long Answer Type Questions 

 

1 'Dowry is negation of the girl’s dignity’. Discuss with reference to the story ‘Bholi’. 

 

2 Bholi chose a dignified life of service rather than surrendering herself to a greedy old 

man for the rest of her life. Education provides the required stimulus to overcome one’s 

personal barriers. Explain the role of education in shaping the life of a child with 

respect to the lesson ‘Bholi’. 

 

3 The chapter ‘Bholi’ highlights the discrimination against the girl child. Analyze. 

 

THE BOOK THAT SAVED THE EARTH 

 

You haven’t heard about the Martian invasion of book 2040 ? Tsk, tsk. What do they 

teach children now-a- days ? Well, you know, the invasion never really happened, 

because a single book stopped it. What was the book, you ask ? A noble encyclopedia ? 

 

(a) Which Martian invasion is being referred to here ? 

(b) Which book stopped the invasion ? 



(c) What is an ‘encyclopedia’ ? 

(d) Name the chapter and the author. 

 

Yes, yes I understand now. Since Earth creatures are always eating, the place in which 

you find yourselves is undoubtedly a crude refreshment stand. 

 

(a) Who is the speaker of these words ? 

(b) What was considered by the speaker ‘a crude refreshment stand’ ? 

(c) Write the opposite of ‘crude’ ? 

(d) What are the Earth creatures always doing? 

 

Short Answer Type Questions 

 

1 Why was the twentieth century called the ‘era of books’ ? 

2 What does Noodle tell Think-Tank about the books ? 

3 How did Think Tank misinterpret innocent nursery rhymes ? 

4 What difficulty do the crew of the space probe face on Earth? 

5 What is Think-Tank’s interpretation of words like ‘shells’, ‘silver bells’ and 

‘garden’ from the nursery rhyme? What is its impact? 

 

Long Answer Type Questions 

 

1 Noodle hails Think-Tank as the most powerful and intelligent creature in the 

whole universe. Do you agree? 

 

2 The play, 'The Book That Saved the Earth’ conveys the message that  

misunderstanding of cultural differences between various races can cause confusion 

and conflict. Based on your reading of the play, write how such confusion and 

conflicts can be checked so that peace and harmony is maintained.  



3 How did a nursery rhyme book save the earth from Think Tank.? 

 

 

GRAMMAR - TENSES 

 

1. Fill in the blanks by choosing the correct option. 

 

a. I was informed that he ______ (read) a book. 

i. Is reading 

ii. Was reading 

iii. Had been reading 

iv.  Will read 

b. He did not say when he _______ (come). 

i. Would come  

ii. Will come 

iii. Has come 

iv. Is coming 

c. I hope that you _________(pardon) me soon. 

i. Will pardon 

ii. Pardoned  

iii. Is pardoning 

iv. Have pardoned 

d. The journey _________ (be) cool. It imparted solace to the soul and mind. 

i. Is 

ii. Was 

iii. Has been 

iv. Were 

e. He never ________ (want) to find with his brother Ayush. 

i. Wanted 

ii. Will want 

iii. Has wanted 

iv. Wants 

f. We _______ (go) to Guwahati by Rajdhani Express last month. 

i. Went 

ii. Gone 

iii. Had gone 



iv. Were going 

 

2. Fill in the blanks with the correct form of verb given in the bracket. 

 

a. My mother __________ her chores before everybody woke up. (finish) 

b. The thief _______the lock when he was caught. (break) 

c. The doctor _______ the nurses to take special care of the old patients. 

(instruct) 

d. The phone ______ when the watchman was sleeping. (ring) 

e. A massive fire ______ out in the building. (break) 

f. The teachers _______ for three hours. (invigilate) 

 

3. Identify the error in the given sentences and supply the correction. 

 

a. Once when I was crossing the road, I see a small boy who looked quite lost. 

 

ERROR CORRECTION 

  

 

b. The doctor give him two and a half years to live. 

ERROR CORRECTION 

  

 

c. The organisers introduced the guests at the function tomorrow. 

ERROR CORRECTION 

  

d. The students organise a rally to bring awareness among the locals 

regarding pollution.  

ERROR CORRECTION 

  



e. The northern most city, Gwalior is established in the 8th century A.D. and 

named after Saint Gwalipa. 

ERROR CORRECTION 

  

 

4. Select the option that identifies the error and supplies the correction for the 

following sentences 

a. A leopard that had enters the car factory in Manesar remained in the 

compound overnight and was brought out after a weary 36-hour operation. 

 

ERROR CORRECTION 

1. enters entering 

2. enters entered 

3. remained Remaining 

4. brought out Bring out 

 

b. Earthquakes are invariably linked to natural geo-morphological 

phenomena, but scientists has claimed that as many as 728 tremblers in the 

past 149 years might have been induced by human activities. 

ERROR CORRECTION 

1. Have been induced has induced 

2. Has claimed Have claimed 

3. linked Linking 

4. phenomena phenoma 

 

 

c. An accident had taken place killing two boys and injuring other three 

because the boys are driving at high speed. 

error Correction 



1. taken Takes 

2. injuring injures 

3. are were 

4. at  in 

GRAMMAR – SUBJECT VERB CONCORD 

I. Fill in the blanks by choosing the correct option. 

1. India and Antarctica _______ once the part of the same landmass. 

i. Was 

ii. Is 

iii. Has 

iv. were  

2. Three parts of the business _______left for me to do. 

i. Are 

ii. Is 

iii. Has 

iv. Had 

3. The company ____________ of its stakeholders. 
i. think 

ii. thought 
iii. thinks 
iv. Thinking 
4. A large number of soldiers ___________ died for the country. 

i. Has 
ii. Is 
iii. Are 
iv. have 

5. Each and every member __________ to vote. 
i. Has 
ii. Have 
iii. Having 
iv. Are 

6. Many a man ___________ suffered during partition. 
i.  Have 
ii. Has 
iii. Were 
iv. is 

7.  He _________ in the race to represent his college. 
i. Runs 
ii. Run 



iii. Running 
iv. have run 

 
 

II. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate verbs in agreement with its subject. 

1. Either he or I _________ mistaken. 

2. The entire class as well as the principal ________ agreed to the proposal. 

3. Two dollars __________ a small amount. 

4. A lot of startups ____________ started in the past few years. 

5. My glasses ____________ nowhere to be found. 

 

III. Identify the error in the given sentences and supply the correction. 

1. Most of us has experienced prejudice in some way during our life. It may 

have been name calling or bullying. 

 

 

2. Joshua, with his members, sing really well. 

ERROR CORRECTION 

  

3. The new bylaws of the organization was ratified by a unanimous vote 
yesterday 

ERROR CORRECTION 

  

 
 

4. The ruler and the minister has been killed. 

ERROR CORRECTION 

  

 

 

ERROR CORRECTION 

  



5. Autocratic styles of leadership frequently annoys the people who must 
work under such leaders. 

ERROR CORRECTION 

  

 
6. Every night for five straight nights were well below freezing. 

 

ERROR CORRECTION 

  

 

IV. Select the option that identifies the error and supplies the correction for the 

following sentences 

 

1. The entire pack are involved in any night time hunt, and every wolf shares in 
the benefits of the prey. 

ERROR CORRECTION 

1. shares share 

2. are were 

3. pack flock 

4. are  is 

 
2. Due to the elliptical shape of celestial orbits, the distance between the sun and 

the planets vary over time. 
ERROR CORRECTION 

1. between of 

2. vary varies 

3. between To 

4. vary varied 

 
3. Due to the fact that newspapers and magazines focus on death, corruption, and 

other negative matters, the majority of the public believes that the media are 

pessimistic. 

ERROR CORRECTION 



1. focus focuses 

2. matters matter 

3. media are media is  

4. believes believe 

REPORTED SPEECH 

I. Rewrite the following sentences  in indirect speech: 

1.Rita said to Mahesh,”I am glad to learn about your success.” 

2.Ashok said,”Father,I assure you,I shall not go to the pictures again.” 

3.”Come quickly,” he shouted, “and help me.” 

4. Ricky said ,"Please don't tell mom, She'll punish me if she knows." 

5.Bill said to Jim and Scott , “Let’s break the monotony by concentrating on 

something interesting’. 

6.Jamie :"Don't eat so much junk food" 

7. My mother said to me, “Buy a loaf of bread on your way home”. 

8.The teacher said, “We are standing on the earth because of the gravitational pull”. 

9.”I have lost my pen”,cried Seema. “Don’t worry”, said her friend, “I will help you 

to find it”. 

10. “Sit down on the seat at once,” said the little old woman to the boy,” and do not 

dare to move till I give you permission.” 

11. The officer said to the man, “ You must show me the papers tomorrow.” 

12. Rina said to her friend, "When prices are high, my problems have multiplied 

which make my whole planning miserable." 

 

II. Report the conversations given below by completing the sentence /the passage 

that follows: 

A)Teacher: Why are you crying, Mohit? 

Mohit: Sir, I fell down and hurt my leg. 

Teacher: Be careful while playing. 



The teacher asked Mohit why he was crying. Mohit replied that 

(a)____________________________________. The teacher told him 

(b)___________________________________________. 

 

B)Sanjay: I am surprised to see you herein Delhi. When did you come? 

 

Madan: I came here yesterday. I have been offered a job here. 

Sanjay told Madan (a)____________________________________ and asked when he 

had come .Madan replied that (b)_________________________and added that 

______________________. 

 

C)  Sumit: My father has decided to gift me a bike on my birthday. 

 Vipul: O! It is a wonderful news. 

Sumit: We will go on a long ride the day I get the bike. 

Sumit informed his friend  Vipul (a) ____________________________ on his birthday. 

Vipul was very happy and said that for him (b) ________________. 

Sumit told Vipul © _____________________________on a long ride the day he got the 

bike. 

 

D) Policeman: You are going too fast and you have jumped the red light also. 

Car Driver: Sorry Sir, I am late for duty. Please excuse me this time. I shall be careful 

in future . 

A traffic policeman stopped a car driver and told him (a)____________ 

____________  also. The car driver felt sorry and politely said that (b)______ 

____________________and requested him  © ________________________ and promised 

to be careful in future. 

 

E) Dinesh: Vikram and I will go to watch the IPL match. 

Keshav: I would love to join you but I have some work to complete today. 

Dinesh: You have to let me know this evening because I have to arrange for the 

passes. 

Keshav: I will do so. 

Dinesh informed Keshav that Vikram and  (a) __________________________ 

Keshav told him that (b) ___________________________but he (c) ________. Dinesh 

told him that (d) ______________________________. 

Keshav agreed to do so. 

 



F) The teacher: Rahul , I will report the matter to the principal if you misbehave 

again. 

The teacher warned Rahul ___________________________________________. 

G) You said, "It gives me great pleasure to be with my friend, we have great time 

ever." 

You said that --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------. 

 

Choose the correct indirect form of the following sentences from the given options: 

1. 'We played tennis for our school,' said Alina. 
i) Alina told me they'd played tennis for their school. 
ii)Alina told me they played tennis for our school. 
iii) Alina told me to play tennis for our school. 
iv) Alina told me that we will play tennis for their school. 
 
 
2. He said, “Please give me another chance.” 
i) He asked them that give another chance to him. 
ii)He requested them to give him another chance. 
iii) He told them if to give him another chance. 
iv) He told them if he gives him another chance. 
 
 
3.The tortoise said to the geese, “I know I can’t fly like you but you can take me with 
you”. 
The tortoise told the geese that _________________________________. 
i) he knew he couldn’t fly like them but they could take him with them. 
ii)  he know he couldn’t fly like you but you can take him with them. 
iii)  he know he can’t fly like them but they can take him with them. 
iv) )  he knows he can’t fly like them but they can take him with them. 
 
4. He said to me, “Post these letters for me.” 
i)He asked me to post those letters for him. 
ii)He asked me to post these letters for me. 
iii)He asked him to post those letters for me. 
iv)He asked me to post these letters for him. 
 
5)Mohan said, “I have acted foolishly in what I did.” 
i) Mohan exclaimed how he had acted foolishly in what he had done. 
ii)Mohan admitted that he had acted foolishly in what he had done. 
iii) Mohan said that he has acted foolishly in what he did. 



iv) Mohan said that he acted foolishly in what I had done. 
 
 
6) Varun said, "We passed by a beautiful lake when we went on a trip to Goa." 
 i) Varun said that they passed by a beautiful lake when they had gone on a trip to 
Goa. 
 ii) Varun said that they has passed by a beautiful lake when they went on a trip to 
Goa.  
iii) Varun said that they had passed by a beautiful lake when they had gone on a trip 
to Goa.  
iv) Varun said they passed by a beautiful lake when they went on a trip to Goa. 
 
 
7) A leader says, "A country cannot be peaceful until good education is provided to 

each child."  

i. A leader says that a country could not be peaceful until good education is provided 

to each child.  

ii. A leader says that a country cannot been peaceful until good education was 

provided to each child.  

iii. A leader says that a country cannot peaceful until good education will be 

provided to each child. 

 iv. A leader says that a country cannot be peaceful until good education is provided 

to each child. 

8. Please bring butter and milk; I need these two things for cake, which I am making 

for my mother's birthday." She said.  

i. She said to bring butter and milk, she needed these two things for cake which she 

is making for her mother’s birthday.  

ii. She said to brought butter and milk she needed these two things for cake she 

made for her mother's birthday.  

iii. She was requested to bring butter and milk, she was needed those two things for 

cake which she make for her mother’s birthday. 

 iv. She requested to bring, butter and milk, she needed those two things for cake 

which she was making for her mother’s birthday. 

 

DETERMINERS 

I. Fill in the blanks by choosing the correct option:  

1.The train doesn’t stop at ____ station along the way, but it stops at ____ of the main 
ones. 



 
                                                                                   

A.   Every/ most 
B.  All/either 
C.  Each/much 
D.  Few/all 
 

2. The instructor told the young climbers to hold on to the rope with ____ hands. 
A. Both 
B. Every 
C. either 
D. each 
 
3.Very few will have learnt of ____ before and he will not hang around long enough 
to make a name for ______. 

A. him / himself 

B. themselves / ours 

C. theirs / herself 

D. him / its 

4. ____ qualifications do you have? 

A.What 
B.Which 
C.Any 
D.Those 
 
5. ____ determination is needed to fulfill the target. 
A.Many 
B.Much 
C.Most 
D.Few 
 
6. The bank confiscated ____ properties. 
A.whose 
B.its 
C.his 
D.these 
 
7.  This club needs to win ____ trophies in order to be regarded as one the best club in 
Europe 
A.some 



B.Much 
                                                                                
C.a lot of 
D. a large amount of  
 
8.  Give me ____ money I owe you. 
A.which 
B.the 
C.a 
D.an 
 
8. very _____people came up with a solution to this difficult math problem. 
A.little 
B.few 
C.many 
D.much 
 
9.I usually listen to the weather forecast,though I have ------- faith in it. 
A.little 
B.few 
C. a large number of 
D. many 
 
10.-------- of the boys decided to visit the selfish Giant’s garden when he wasn’t 
sround. 
A.some 
B.enough 
C.any 
D.a little   
11._______________ problem is much more difficult than that. 
 A. This 
B.These 
C.Those 
D.One  
12. our city will have _______ university soon. 
A.   a 
B.   an 
C.   the 
D.    no article 

13. The story was published in …………. the local newspapers. 

A. all 
B. a few 
C. some 
D. both  



14. She walked out without …………. explanation. 
A.   any 
B.   no 
C.   some 
D.    least 
15. Chanakya replied, “ It is ____ duty to look after the empire”. 
A. my 
B.those 
C.him 
D.these 
 
 
II. Identify the error in the given sentences and supply the correction: 

1. In the play, the two players cannot see or hear one other  but they are seated at 
interconnected computers. 

 

 

2. I listened to some news on a radio about  the  man arrested for embezzlement 

last Tuesday. 

              

 

3. There is not excuse for the mistake  that he made yesterday. 

 

 

4.I have two sisters and a brother; my brother has the son; that makes me an uncle. 

 

 

5.I want to buy a soft drink. Can you lend me an euro? 

 

 
 
 
                                                                             

Error  Correction 
  

 Error  Correction 
  

Error  Correction 
  

Error  Correction 
  

Error  Correction 
  



6. In paragraph writing, every paragraph should talk about a specific idea. 
 
 

 

 

III.Select the option that identifies the error and supplies the correction for the 

following : 

1. There was  a  accident near the  central market this morning.  The car 
hit  a scooter and the man on  the  scooter was killed. 

 

Error Correction 

A An 

The A 

A The 

The A 

The A 

 

2. It was  a grand occasion for  more  children .Some of them had won prizes 
and  his parents felt proud  .A few of them introduced their parents to their 
teachers. 

                 

Error Correction 

A An 

more many 

some every 

his their 

A few A little  

 

3.  Many people came to  the  site where the revolutionary general was to be 
hanged. When asked if he had  some  desire,  a smile ran on  his dry lips and  

                                                                             

Error  Correction 
  



 

4. he nodded his head. 

 

Error Correction 

Many  the 

the a 

Some  any 

a the 

His  their 

 

 
MODALS 
Fill in the blanks using suitable modals 
Question (i) 
“How long (a) ……………….. or (b) ……………….. a person wait on a hungry 
stomach?” This thought constantly (c) ……………….. come to an impoverished man 
who (d) ……………….. wait till his unemployment days are over, “(e) ……………….. I 
never get two full meals?” occupies his thought box. He (f) ……………….. not even get 
a chance ever to come out of this vicious circle of poverty. 

Question (ii) 
On the Annual Day celebration, the Principal delivered a lecture, “Good Evening 
Children, you all (a) ……………… be the future policymakers, hence you (b) 
………………. obey your teachers. You (c) ……………….. always try to win over the 
confidence of your superiors. You must not leave any stone unturned and you (d) 
……………….. not worry about the result. Take a pledge that you (e) ……………….. 
obey and respect your elders. You (f) ……………….. take whatever stream you like but 
excel in the path chosen. 

 

Reported speech -Questions 

1. Read the conversation between Anis and Sajan and complete the passage. 

Anis: Sajan, what are you reading about? 

Sajan :  The importance about planting trees. 

Anis:  Trees save us from floods and many other natural calamities. 



Anis asked sajan (a) -------------. Sajan said that (b) -----------------. Anis said that (c) ------

-----------. 

2. Report the conversation given below by completing the sentence / the passage that 

follows 

Teacher: Why are you crying Rohith ?  

Rohith : Sir, I fell down and hurt my leg.  

Teacher:  Be careful while playing. 

The teacher asked Rohith (a) ---------------. Rohith replied that (b) -------------. The 

teacher told him (c) ---------------------. 

 

3. Report the dialogue between a father and son, by completing the sentences: 

Son: Dad, Who is the great leader in your opinion? 

Father: Any person who treats people with compassion and selfless love. 

Son asked father (a) ------------------. Father says that (b) --------------------. 

 

4.  Read the dialogue between Tarik and Renjith and complete the passage. 

Tarik : How did you spend your vacation? 

 Renjith : I visited Nepal with my family. 

 Tarik asked Renjith  (a) ---------------. Renjith replied that (b) -----------------. 

5. Read the following conversation between Rajib and Sujon and complete the 

passage. 

Sujon:  Hello, Rajib How are you? 

Rajib        : I am fine and what about you? 

Sujon  : Same here  

Rajib   : What is your career plan? 

 Sujon : I want to be a doctor. What about you? 

Rajib : I want to be an English teacher. 



Sujon wished Rajib and asked (a) -----------. Rajib said that (b) --------------. Sujon 

replied saying that (c) ----------------. Rajib asked Sujon about his (d) --------------.Sujon 

said that he wanted to be a doctor and in turn, asked (e) ------------. Rajeeb replied 

saying that (f) ---------------- 

6. Read the conversation between Mukil and Sheela complete the sentences by 

reporting correctly 

Mukil: What is the matter Sheela? 

 Sheela : Oh , nothing. You cannot help me, I only want a book to refer about 

American Literature 

Mukil asked Anitha (a) ---------------------. She replied that (b) ------------- and he could 

not help her as (c) ---------------------. 

CREATIVE WRITING 

LETTER TO EDITOR 

LETTER OF ENQUIRY 

LETTER OF PLACING ORDER 

COMPLAINT LETTER  

ANALYTICAL PARAGRAPH  

 

• 1. You have noticed many stray animals on the road during the busy hours of the 

day. Write a letter to the editor of a leading newspaper about the nuisance created 

by the stray animals. Sign your name as Kriti/Krishna. (100-120 words) 

• 2. Write a letter to the Editor of a local newspaper, voicing your concern about the 

growing crimes like child abuse and child labor. (100 -120 words) 

• 3. You are Ms. Monika Pundhir, the Sports Instructor in Army Public School, Agra. 

The Principal has asked you to place an order for buying necessary sports 

equipments required. You decide to place an order to M/s Sethi Sports, Jalandhar. 

Write a letter placing an order for the same in 100 – 120 words. 

• 4. You are Rajani of A–101, Saraswati Vihar, New Delhi. You want   information 

about German Language Courses at the German Embassy, Chankya Puri, New 

Delhi. Write a letter to the Director inquiring about the same. 

•  5.You are Sonal/Rupa. You are interested to join a reputed film institute. Write a 

letter to the Director, Satyajit Ray, film Institute, Pune, enquiring about the details 

to pursue a short–term course in film–making. 

•   6. Write a letter to Lightways Sports, Amarrpalli, Thane, placing an order for 

sports   articles (Minimum 4) to be supplied to your school, ABC Matriculation 

School, Civil lines, Pune. Sign as Ravi/Raveena, Sports Secretary. 



 ANALYTICAL PARAGRAPH 

1. The given pie chart represents the amount of money spent by a family on different 

items in a month. Write an analytical paragraph using the information given in the 

chart. 

 
2. The given double bar graph shows the preferences of children in a school in 
playing different games over the span of six years. Write an analytical paragraph 
about the given information. 

 

 

3. You are the Head Boy /Head Girl of your school. You decided to make the school 
population aware of the advantages of tree plantation and tell them how trees can 
serve as better air –conditioners. Write an analytical paragraph in 100 -120 words 
.Take help of the cues given below. 



Cues: 

Trees keep environment cool by --- 

• Taking heat of earth and air 
• Absorbing carbon- dioxide that helps in controlling temperature rise 
• bringing rains 
• checking direct sunlight 
• Providing shade 

     4.   The ban on single- use plastic is impractical. The purpose of articles like bags 
and packaging is ultimately to make human life easier. Plastic articles do this 
well, so they shouldn’t be banned. Write an analytical paragraph in 100-120 
words to analyse the given argument. You could think about what alternative 
explanations might weaken the given conclusion and include rational 
/evidence that would strengthen/counter the given argument. 

 

       COMPLAINT LETTERS 

1. You are Manish Kumar, president of the NGO JYOTI. Write a letter to the editor of 

a national daily highlighting the issue of your neighborhood being dirty for a long 

time and even after complaining to the Municipality they didn’t take any action.. 

2. Write a letter to the Manager, Lucky Garments, and Chennai complaining about 

the delay in supply of school uniforms. Highlight the inconvenience caused due to it 

and seek an immediate supply. You are Aanya/Arav, Store Incharge, Shepherd High 

School, Nagercoil.  

 

3. You are Sanjeet of 122, Arjun Nagar, New Delhi. A number of scooters and cars are 

parked in your locality without any order, causing blockage of the streets. Write a 

letter to the local Secretary of the Resident’s Association complaining against this 

problem. 

4.  As Ms. Poonam Batra write a letter of complaint to the Customer Care Manager of 

Beto Diabetes Care, New Delhi, complaining against the damaged glucometer 

supplied to you. Ask for a replacement and make a complaint asking for no extra cost 

due to the inconvenience.  

5. Write a letter to M/s S.M.T. Corporation, Chandigarh, complaining that the 

wristwatch you recently bought from them does not function properly and ask for a 

replacement. You are Deepti/Deepak Gupta, 450, Sector 20, Chandigarh 



6. You are greatly disturbed by loudspeakers blaring at high volume, particularly 

during festivals. Use of loudspeakers is made without caring for the peace of local 

residents. Write a letter to the Superintendent of Police of your area complaining 

about the same request to strictly enforce the law which prohibits the use of 

loudspeakers beyond 11 PM. You are Rishiraj Narain, living at R-25, Sector 14, RK 

Puram, New Delhi. 

 

 (COMPLETED) 

 

 


	LONG ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS
	LONG ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS
	SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS
	LONG ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS
	5. Read the following conversation between Rajib and Sujon and complete the passage.
	Sujon:  Hello, Rajib How are you?
	ANALYTICAL PARAGRAPH
	1. The given pie chart represents the amount of money spent by a family on different items in a month. Write an analytical paragraph using the information given in the chart.
	2. Write a letter to the Manager, Lucky Garments, and Chennai complaining about the delay in supply of school uniforms. Highlight the inconvenience caused due to it and seek an immediate supply. You are Aanya/Arav, Store Incharge, Shepherd High School...


