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INTERNATIONAL INDIAN SCHOOL – DAMMAM                                                                                      

ANNUAL EXAM WORKSHEET – MIDDLE SECTION (2022-23)                                                                       

ENGLISH               CLASS – VIII 

 

CB - Unit 5: Sec 1: From Darkness to Light & Workbook L-5                                                                                     

I. Fill in the blanks:                                                                                                                                                           

1. Kong Cecilia says, ____________was her best friend for paying rents and other things.  

2. Kong Cecilia helped out at a local ____________.                                                                                                           

3. Kong Cecilia gained entry into the ranks of the___________________.                                                                      

 

II. Annotate the following:                                                                                                                                                    

1. ‘It was a life of dependency and I used my children as a crutch’                                                                                         

a) Name the lesson and the author of the above lines.                                                                                                               

b) Who is ‘I’ in the given lines?                                                                                                                                         

c) Explain the context.  

 

2. “I will remain ever grateful to all of you how were responsible for giving me a second chance.”                               

a) Who is the speaker in the above lines?                                                                                                                                                                  

b) What does the speaker mean by a ‘second chance’?                                                                                                     

c) ‘All of you’ refers to __________________________________________________.                                                

 

III. Answer briefly:                                                                                                                                                            
1. What was the golden opportunity that Kong Cecilia got? Who provided it to her?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

2. ‘It was a time when thumb was my best friend.’ Justify the statement said by Kong Cecilia.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

IV. Answer in detail:                                                                                                                                                             
Who provided the golden opportunity to Kong Cecilia? What were the problems she had with her 

studies? 

 

V. Textual Grammar:                                                                                                                                                                 

1. Complete the sentence by using correct ‘catch’ idioms from the bracket:                                         
[catch your breath, catch your death of cold, catch it, catch somebody napping, catch somebody’s eye]    

1. The goalkeeper was ________________ and the ball went straight in the net.                                                                              

2. You'll ________________________if you leave the house in this freezing weather.                                                                                          

3. It is a magical place to _______________________and admire the scenery.                                                                            

4. This beautiful purse ________________________ for my mom’s birthday present.                                                       

5. If Ammar goes home late after the party, he is really going to ______________ from his parents.                                                  

 

2. Write out the spellings of the words, using the suffixes provided:                                                                                   

1. rely + ance = _________________                    4. glory + ous = ____________________                                                 

2. nature + al = _________________                     5. revive + al = _____________________                                                       

3. sane + ity = __________________                    6. move + able = ___________________   

 

3. Change the underlined verbs into ‘Past Perfect Continuous Tense’.                                                                                                                                                          
1. For a long time my family had planned to visit Turkey and Poland.    

__________________________________________________________________                                                                                
2. Two players had fought for six minutes before the referee came to separate them.  

___________________________________________________________________ 

3. I had written the email before he apologized.      

___________________________________________________________________                                                                                                              

4. Meenu said that she had tried to call her friend by phone since morning.  

____________________________________________________________________                                                                             

5. The singer who had sung many songs became too ill to perform again. 

____________________________________________________________________                                                                             

 

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/admire
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/scenery
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4. Complete the sentences with the verb given in the bracket to ‘Past Perfect Continuous Tense’.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

1. I _______________________ at the company for five years when I got the promotion. (work)                                                          

2. Allan _____________________________ three miles a day before he broke his leg. (walk)                                                                  

3. Cathy ________________________________ the piano for 35 years. (play) 

4. I________________________________ articles on various topics for three hours. (write) 

5. He ___________________different kinds of books since morning. (read)                                                                         

 

5. Fill in the blanks with the verb given in the bracket. Choose an infinitive or a gerund form:                                                

1. A) I bet Rahul is ________________________ truth.                                                                                                                                                                 

B) I am typing this message ______________ the truth. (tell)                                                                                                  

 

2. A) Stop _______________________ with your elders.                                                                                                          

B) ____________ with my neighbour is wastage of time. (argue) 

 

3. A) He is ___________________ after the accident.                                                                                                                             

B) We all need ______________ our morning routine. (improve) 

 

4. A) Mr. Atif forgot ________________ an important letter.                                                                                                                     

B) Heap of letters lay for __________________ on the table. (post) 

 

5. A) She opened her mouth _________________ something.                                                                                                                    

B) ___________________ and doing are two different things. (say)                                    

 

6. Complete the sentence with an appropriate question tag:                                                                                                 
1. He was driving recklessly on a busy road, ________________?                                                                                                        

2. Let’s go to Ferrari World in Dubai, _____________________?                                                                                                                 

3. You conduct Cricket coaching classes, __________________?                                                                                                         

4. You are planning too much for your future, ______________?                                                                                                       

5. Will you complete this food now, ______________________?                                                                                    

6. There’s a solution to this problem, _____________________?                                                                                                           

7. You should complete your work on time, ________________?                                                                          

8. They didn’t complete the assignment on time, ____________?                                                                                           

9. You will submit today only, __________?                                                                                                                  

10. This is a very expensive watch, _______________?                                                                                        

 

7. Which of these phrases are acceptable?                                                                                                                         

1. restore an antique: _________              4. renovate a building: _________                                                                      

2. refurbish a painting: _______               5. revamp a toy: _____________ 

3. renew the contract: ________               6. remodel the house: ___________                                                               

 

8. Rewrite the following questions in the reported form:                                                                                                                           

1. ‘Is there an emergency room vacant in this hospital?’ (Sonali/doctor)  

____________________________________________________________________                                                     

2. ‘Is anyone going to buy your apartment?’ (Mr. Khan/his neighbour) 

____________________________________________________________________                                                        

3. ‘Have you worked before in any company?’ (Boss/the new candidate) 

______________________________________________________________________                                           

CB - A Nation’s Strength (Poem)                                                                                                                                                 

I. Fill in the blanks:                                                                                                                                                                          

1. ‘A Nation’s Strength’ is written by ________________________.                                                                                                    

2. The main source of strength for a nation lies in its ___________________                                                                       

3. ____________ work while others sleep to build a nation’s pillars deep. 
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II. Annotate the following:                                                                                                                                                                     

1. ‘It is not gold. Its kingdoms grand                                                                                                                                      

Go down in battle shock;                                                                                                                                                            

Its shafts are laid on sinking sand,                                                                                                                                      

Not on abiding rock.                                                                                                                                                             

a) Above lines are taken from the poem ________________ written by ______________.                                                

b) Who makes the country strong and great?                                                                                                                               

c) According to the poet, gold and material progress cannot make a nation strong. (True/False)  

 

2. “They build a nation’s pillars deep                                                                                                                                 

And lift them to the sky.”                                                                                                                                               

a) Figure of speech/ Poetic device of ‘A Nation’s Strength’ is ______________. (alliteration/metaphor)                                                                 

b) The word ‘they’ refers to whom?                                                                                                                                     

c) Explain the idea of the lines? 

 

III. Answer briefly:  
1. What is the source of a nation’s strength?  

2. What is the question that the poet asks in the beginning of the poem, ‘A Nation’s Strength’?                                                                                                                                                                      
 

CB - Unit 6: Sec 1: Tangerine the Wasp & Workbook L- 6                                                                                                                                               

I. Choose the most appropriate option:                                                                                                                     

1. In the story ‘Tangerine the Wasp’ a doctor named _________ is entertained and enlightened by a wasp.                  

2. The wasp hopped on the horse behind the general and stung on the ________________                                

3. The battlefield of ___________was situated in a pleasant valley.                                                                                     

 

II. Annotate the following:                                                                                                                                                           

1. “As I noticed the horse move restlessly at the first roar of the cannon, an idea came to me.”                                        

a) Name the lesson and author.                                                                                                                                                 

b) Who is “I” referred to here?                                                                                                                                                       

c) What was the idea of the speaker?                                                                                                                                    

 

2. I felt so furious as I watched him there, snapping out his pompous orders, that I was ready to do 

anything. 

a) Who is ‘I’ in the above lines? 

b) Give the reasons why the speaker is furious. 

c) Who is giving pompous orders and why?                                                                                                                        

 

III. Answer briefly:                                                                                                                                                              

1. Why was the General of Bombasteronians named Blohardi by the wasp’s community?                                                                    

2. Why did Tangerine want to apologise to the horse?  

 

IV. Answer in detail:                                                                                                                                                         

Tangerine disapproves wars. Explain the reason for it?  

 

V. Textual Grammar:                                                                                                                                                       

1. Complete the sentence by using correct ‘heel’ expression from the bracket.                                                                        
[at one’s heels, take to one’s heels, drag one’s heels, under one’s heels,  to follow on the heels of]                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

1. When they saw the soldiers coming, they_______________________.                                                                                                     

2. Jean's dog was always ______________________.                                                                                                         

3. We can't be late to the airport, so stop _________________________ and get in the car.                                                                 

4. His resignation followed ___________________the company going bankrupt.                                                                                     

5. Alexander, the great had many kingdoms_______________. 

 

2. Fill in the blanks with appropriate form of the word given in brackets.                                                                         
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1. _________________the carrots and slice them thinly. (scrap/scrape)  

2. Refugees were __________________due to shortage of food supply. (die/dye)                                                                                                                                                                                                              

3.  She is _________________to win a gold medal in this Olympics. (hop/hope) 

4. Life is too short to ____________________always. (mop/mope)  

5. Old aircrafts are __________________after few decades in use. (scrap/scrape) 

6. He ____________________the square table with a tablecloth. (lie - recline/lie - tell a lie)  

7. My best friend __________________to me constantly, which was difficult to believe. (lie - recline/lie - 

tell a lie)  

8. He invented a new way of ____________________ raw silk. (die/dye)  

9. She carried on ___________________the floor. (mop/mope)                                                                                  

10. I ___________________ down three steps in a hurry. (hop/hope)                                                                                   

 

3. Choose an appropriate object compliment to the given sentences.                                                                                  

[dry, crazy, speechless, difficult, useless, awake, President, busy, dull, straight]                                                                                            

1. This fur coat will keep you ______________________.                                                                                                                                                   

2. After the accident, I can’t stand _________________________.                                                                                                                                                         

3. Summer coaching classes keep me _______________.                                                                                             

4. His harsh words left her ________________________. 

5. We all appointed him __________________________. 

6. Patient found breathing _________________________. 

7. People who do not like him call him _______________. 

8. The crying baby kept the neighbours ___________________. 

9. After this surprise party he must be thinking I am _____________________.  

10. After a few decades electric car will make petrol cars _________________.                                                           

 

4. Change the following into the comparative structure.                                                                                                             

1. If the competition is tough, she likes it even more. 

________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                               

2. If we reach the stadium late, our chances of getting tickets will be less. 

________________________________________________________________________                                                                                           

3. If you do not add so much salt, the dish will be tasty. 

________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                      

4. If you practice Math sums, they will become easier.   

________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                           

5. If the hostel is near to the college, the rent is high.  

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Complete/Join the sentence using the clause mentioned in the bracket.                                                                              

1. Few men managed to survive ________________they were rescued immediately. (Reason)                                                       

2. _______________ Malta is a very small island, its history is long and rich. (Concession)                                                                  

3. She repeated the instructions slowly _______________ he should understand. (Purpose)  

4. _________________ oil is scarce in some areas, the fate of the new buyers is uncertain. (Reason) 

5. The dogs ran off _________________we appeared. (Time)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

6. He looked into the well. He was stunned. (Time) 

____________________________________________                                                                                                                      

7. Raima finished her studies. She went abroad. (Time) 

_________________________________________                                                                                           

8. He is poor. He is honest. (Concession) 

____________________________________________________                                                                                                                       

9. She worked hard. She wanted to pass the examination. (Purpose)  

______________________________________________________________________                                                                                         

10. You did not harm him intentionally, I should let it go. (Time) 

______________________________________________________________________    
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LR – A Tiger in school                                                                                                                                                                    

I. Fill in the blanks:                                                                                                                                                            

1. ‘A Tiger in School’ is written by ________________.                                                                                                          

2. ______________ runs into a school causing much excitement, fear and confusion.                                                            

3. Violence cannot be ever-lasting, it has to go through _____________ and decrepitude.                                                                                                                                

 

II. Annotate the following:                                                                                                                                                  

1. ‘I was sick of human beings; they were everywhere, every inch of the earth seemed to be swarming 

with humanity.’                                                                                                                                                                   

a) Name the lesson and the author of the above lines.                                                                                                                 

b) Who is ‘I’ in the given lines?                                                                                                                                                     

c) Why was ‘I’ sick of human beings? 

 

2. ‘What if it is still there? Don’t look in its direction, turn away your head, come with me…’ 

a) Who is still there? 

b) Who said the lines to whom? 

c) Explain the context.                                                                                                                                           

 

III. Answer briefly:  

1. Why do you think the tiger followed every instruction of his master? Was it merely because he had 

begun to understand his philosophy? 

2. The master told the tiger to change his lifestyle as violence cannot be everlasting. How did he explain 

this to the tiger?                                                                                                                                                                     

 

IV. Answer in detail:                                                                                                                                          

Why do you think the people thought that the master was talking to the headmaster?  

 
 

LR - The Louse and the Mosquito (Poem) – Memorize                                                                                                                                   

I. Complete the blanks:                                                                                                                                        

1. The Louse and the Mosquito is a delightful poem by Vikram Seth from his book_________________.                                           

2. A kind hearted louse, living in a king’s quilt, allowed a clever _______________ to be the guest.  

3. The nourishing blood of the ____________ would heal mosquito’s aches and pains.  

 

II. Annotate the following:                                                                                                                                                  

‘You, I fear, would cause all three. I can’t risk my family.’                                                                                                         

a) Who said the above lines to whom?                                                                                                                                                      

b) Mention all the three fears that ‘You’ in the above line would cause.                                                                                     

c) Explain the context.                                                                                                                                                     

 

III. Quote the lines of the poem and write Poet’s name. 

In the kin’s bed, creep the louse                                                                                                                                    

_____________________________________  

_____________________________________  

_____________________________________  

_____________________________________  

_____________________________________                                      

Once the signal came from Creep  

 

Name of the Poet: ________________________ 

IV. Answer briefly: 

1. What warning did Creep give the mosquito? How did the 

mosquito respond to it?   
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2. Why is the louse’s family called as an ‘enormous brood’?                                                                                                                                                                     

 

 

LR - The Quality of Mercy   

I. Fill in the blanks:                                                                                                                                                             

1. Antonio was unable to return the loan taken from Shylock because _____________________                                         

2.  ___________ very cleverly interprets the clause in the court to give justice to Antonio.                                                   

3. Mercy is compared to _____________ in the lesson, ‘Quality of Mercy.’                                                                                                                                       

 

II. Annotate the following:                                                                                                                                                 

1. ‘…..it is twice bless’d;                                                                                                                                                                    

It blesseth him that gives and him that takes; ‘Tis mightiest in the mightiest; it becomes                                                                  

The throned monarch better than his crown;’                                                                                                       

a) In response to whose question does the speaker say these lines?                                                                                                         

b) Why does the speaker feel that the mercy is ‘twice blessed?                                                                                     

c) Explain the lines. 

 

2. ‘Wrest once the law to your authority      

To do a great right, do a little wrong,     

And curb this cruel devil of his will.’ 

a) Who is the speaker in the above lines? 

b) To whom is the speaker pleading? 

c) Who is the cruel devil here and what is mentioned in the will?                                                                                                                                          

 

III. Answer briefly:  

1. What logic does Portia use to trap Shylock?  

2. Shylock exclaims: ‘A Daniel come to judgement!’ Why do you think so?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 

IV. Answer in detail:  

Mercy is the mightiest of the mightiest. Justify the statement from the lesson ‘The Quality of Mercy’. 

 

READING COMPREHENSION  

I. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow:                                                          
In response to the increasing environmental damage wrought by poachers, authorities placed a ban on 

ivory in the 1980s. Although the ban resulted in an initial decrease in the sale and trade of illegal ivory 

and a concurrent increase in the elephant population, more pressing needs caused most Western nations 

to withdraw funding for poaching prevention programs. Without significant financial support, poorer 

countries were unable to effectively combat poachers. The resulting explosion in the ivory trade has seen 

prices increase to nearly 10 times the $45 per pound price at the beginning of the decade.  

Unfortunately, the countries with the worst poaching problems have also tended to be the ones least able 

to combat the problem due to unstable political systems, corruption, lack of comprehensive enforcement 

programs, or some combination of all these factors. One primary hindrance to better enforcement of the 

ivory ban came from an inability to definitively identify the country of origin of illegal ivory. Countries 

used this uncertainty to avoid responsibility for curbing illegal poaching in their territories by attempting 

to blame other countries for the oversights in enforcement. 

Zoologists have perfected a new DNA identification system. First, scientists gathered genetic data from 

the population of African elephants, an arduous effort that ultimately resulted in a detailed DNA-based 

map of the distribution of African elephants. Then, the researchers developed a method to extract DNA 

evidence from ivory, allowing them to match the ivory with elephant populations on the map. Zoologists 

hope this new method will pinpoint the exact origin of poached ivory and force countries to accept their 

responsibility in enforcing the ban.  
 
*Note: In the question paper only 7 questions will come.  
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1. Do as directed:                                                                                                                                                                      

a) The passage suggests which of the following about the ivory ban? Choose the correct option. 

[It will be successful now that the DNA-based map has been developed. / Western monetary support was 

a major factor in its success.]                                                                                                                                                    

b) Choose the incorrect sentence.                                                                                                                               

[Scientists gathered genetic data from the population of African elephants. / Scientists gathered genetic 

data from the population of American elephants.]                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

2. Answer the following briefly:                                                                                                                                             

a) Who has perfected a new DNA identification system?   

___________________________________________________________ 

b) Why are countries not able to combat the poaching system?  

___________________________________________________________                                                                                                                 

 

3. Complete the given blanks:                                                                                                                                           

a) Due to increasing environmental damage wrought by poachers, authorities placed ____________.                                                                                                                                                             

b) Without__________________, poorer countries were unable to effectively combat poachers.                                                       

 

4. State whether the statement is True or False.                                                                                                                      

a) Scientists gathered genetic data from the population of African elephants. (    )                                                                                   

b) Geologists hope the new method will pinpoint the exact origin of poached ivory. (   )                                                                             

c) Ban on ivory resulted in an initial decrease in its sale and trade. (   )                                                                         

 

5. Find the synonym of the following words: 

a) a scientist who studies animals: ____________________ 

b) hunters without legal permission from whoever controls the land: ___________________                                                    

 

6. Find the antonym of the following words from the above passage:  

a) easy x _______________  

b) excellent x____________  

 

7. Give a suitable title to the above passage. ________________________ 

 

II. Read the following poem carefully and answer the questions given below:                                                             
Great, wide, beautiful, wonderful World, 

With the wonderful water round you curled, 

And the wonderful grass upon you— 

World, you are beautifully drest. 

The wonderful air is over me, 

And the wonderful wind is shaking the tree, 

It walks on the water, and whirls the mills, 

And talks to itself on the tops of the hills. 

You friendly Earth, how far do you go, 

With the wheat-fields that nod and the rivers that flow, 

With cities and gardens, and cliffs, and isles, 

And people upon you for thousands of miles? 

Ah! you are so great, and I am so small, 

I tremble to think of you, World, at all; 

And yet, when I said my prayers to-day, 

A whisper inside me seemed to say, 

You are more than the Earth, though you are such a dot: 

You can love and think, and the Earth cannot!’ 

—W. B. Rands 
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I. Choose the correct option.                                                                                                                                                       

1. In the poem above ‘beautifully drest’ refers to ____________________. 

a) having gaudy dresses                          b) decorated with nature’s beauty 

c) wearing costly dresses                       d) wearing cheap but beautiful dresses                                                                    

 

2. The wonderful ______________ is shaking the tree.                                                                                                                      

a) wind                           b) sun                         c) rain                         d) mountains 

 

3. White field, gardens and cities are found on _________________.                                                                                                                               

a) Earth                         b) Africa                     c) Saturn                       d) Germany                                                                                                                                 

  

4. According to the poet, the Earth is _________________                                                                                                           

a) unfriendly                b) unsatisfactory          c) friendly                  d) not worthy                                                                                                               

 

5. Find two pairs of rhyming words from the above poem.                                                                                                      

a) _______________       _________________                                                                                                                                                          

b) _______________       _________________ 

 

6. Give a suitable title to the poem.  _____________________                                                                                                                         

 

WRITING COMPOSITIONS 
*NOTE: Follow formats thoroughly. 

 

Formal Letter Writing (100-120 words) 

1. Imagine that you are a sensible resident of your colony. Write a letter to the Municipality Department 

complaining about the waste lying near dustbins for days in the area.                                                                                     

 

2. You are Tejas Bhushan/ Tanya Bhushan, a responsible citizen of your area. With approaching Summer, 

difficulties have also risen in your colony, as many residents are facing shortage of water supply. Write a letter 

to the Local Water Board complaining about it, also provide few solutions. 

 

Email Writing: (100 words) 

1. Write an e-mail to the Principal of your school requesting him/her to give you one week’s leave as your 

elder sister is getting married.  

 

2. Imagine you are the Sports Captain of your school. Write an email to a Sports Club, seeking information 

regarding the details of coaching classes on Weekends.  

 

Poster Making (50 words)  

1. Design a poster on the topic ‘Stop Cutting Trees’ to create awareness among general public.  

 

2. Draft a poster encouraging young children to avoid junk food and to include nutritious diet in their daily 

routine.  

 

                                                                                                                                                                          

 


